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NOTICE  TO  THE  READER. 

SUCH  of  the  Poetical  remains  of  Mr  John  Da 
vidson,  minister  at  Salt-Preston,  as  are  known 
to  exist,  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  collected  to 
gether  in  one  Volume,  and  presented  to  the 
puhlic  in  an  uniform  shape.  Every  exertion 
has  been  used  to  trace  the  interlude  mentioned 
by  Mr  James  Melville  in  his  Diary,  (and  which 
it  is  not  improbable  had  been  printed,)  but  with 
out  success. 

As  a  Biographical  Notice  has  been  prefixed  to 
the  "  Dialogue,"  the  reader  is  referred  to  it  for 
any  information  that  may  be  required  of  its 
author.  Since  that  account  was  written,  some 
papers  were  accidentally  found  amongst  the 
Wodrow  Collection,  in  the  Advocate's  Library, 
which,  as  throwing  some  additional  light  on  his 
personal  history,  are  now  appended. 


VI 


1. 

Grace  and  Peace,  with  long  and  happie  govern 
ment,  to  our  Sowerane  lord  on  earth.* 

As  it  wes  zour  majelteis  will  more  then  a  zeir 
fyne,  that  by  warding  I  f(hould  be)  reilrained  of 
wownted  libertie  till  zour  majefties  mind  ihould  be 
knawen  to  the  ******  *-j-  in  all 
fubmiffione  and  reuerence  I  have  obeyed  in  all  points 
to  this  hour,  (thowgh  otherwayes  to  the  great  im- 
paring  of  my  health  and  things  of  this  life.)  So  I 
moft  humblie  crave  that  it  may  pleafe  zour  majeftie 
to  reftore  me  now  againe  to  the  faid  wownted  liber- 
tie  of  a  free  fubject  within  zour  realme,  whilk  by  all 
appearance  I  am  not  long  to  injoye,  if  god  profecute 
his  intended  favowris  of  removing  to  a  far  greater 
fredom,  wherwith  daylie  in  a  maner  I  am  charged. 
And  zour  majefteis  loweing  anfwer  in  wryt  for  my 
warrand,  humblie  befeiks 

Zour  majefteis  moft  humble  and  loving 
fubiect,  teftified  in  the  fight  of  god  and 
man,  by  his  continuallie  publict,  domef- 
ticke,  and  private  prayers. 

JOHN  DAVIDSONE,  Chrift's  minifter 
at  Saltpreftone. 

*  Wodrow  MSS.  Vol.  XLII.,  No.  44.       f  Torn  away. 
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II. 

OUR  will  is,  that  our  lovit  Mr  John  Davidibne, 
minifter  at  Saltpreftone,  be  prefentlie  releued  of  his 
warde,  and  have  libertie  f'rome  this  furth,  of  a  fre 
fubiect  to  vfe  his  lawful  advis  as  occafione  fhall  feme, 
wlier  he  thinks  gude  by  this  our  warrand,  fubfcrivit 
with  our  hand  at  the  day  of 

1602. 

III. 

BROTHER  RICHARD.  Heir  ze  have  my  letter  to  his 
majeftie,  with  a  forme  of  warrand  to  be  fubfcrived 
by  him  concerning  ze  quhilks,  ze  ar  to  advife  with 
fome  difcreit  godlie  brethren  what  they  think  of 
them ;  and  give  they  be  approued,  cawfs  the  warrand 
to  be  written  in  fare  wryt  to  be  in  reddinefs  to  be 
fubfcrived  by  his  majeftie  give  he  accept  of  my  bill. 
I  love  not  to  provoke  his  majeftie  to  forder  rigor, 
and  if  it  wer  not  in  hope  to  get  the  turne  eaflie  paft, 
(whereof  it  appears  ye  ar  in  conceapt,)  I  wold  have 
expected  the  lords  lafor  without  wryting  one  word, 
for  I  have  fmall  cawfs  offered  by  the  bretheren,  who 
difdaine  to  deale  with  me  by  themfelves  or  ther  let 
ters  to  that  effect ;  the  matter  is  not  of  fo  fmall  im 
portance  in  god's  fight,  howfoever  it  feme  fmall  and 
light  in  mannis  fight  as  they  mak  of  it ;  god  profper 
the  matter  as  he  feeth  goode,  and  give  zow  wifdome 
to  keip  me  free  of  the  bondage  of  men.  Amen. 
Zour  brother,  JOHNE  DAVIDSONE. 


viii 


IV. 

WE,  be  the  tenner  hereof,  in  refpect  of  Mr  Johne 
Davidfonis  minifter  prefent  difeafe  and  infirmitie, 
tranfportis  his  waird  from  our  caftell  of  Edinburgh, 
to  his  awin  ludgeing  in  Preftounpanis.  And  or- 
dainis  that  he  fall  not  pas  forth  at  the  dur  of  the 
lame,  to  any  vther  part  hot  to  his  awine  zeard  ad 
jacent  yairto,  quhill  he  be  forder  clerit  in  that  mater 
for  the  quhilk  he  is  challengit,  vnder  the  pane  of  dif- 
fbbeydience.  Be  thir  prefentis,  fubfcryuit  with  our 
hand  at  Dalkeith,  the  xxvi  of  May  1602.* 

JAMES  R. 

*  Wodrow  MSS.,  Vol.  XLIL,  No.  45. 


ANE    BREIF    COM- 

MENDATIOVN    OF    VPRICHT- 

nes,  in  refpe6l  of  the  furenes  of  the  fame,  to  all 
that  walk  in  it,  amplifyit  chiefly  be  that  no- 
tabill document  of  Goddis  michtie  protec- 
tiotm,  in  prefer uing  his  maift  vpricht 
feruand,  and  feruent  Meffinger  of 
Chriftis  Euangell,  lohne  Knox. 
Set  furth  in  Inglis  meter  be 
M.  lohne  Dauidibne,  Re 
gent  in  S.  Leonards 
College. 


Quhairunto  is  addit  in  the  end  ane  fchort  difcurs 
ofthe  Eftaitis  quha  lies  caus  to  deploir  the  deith 
of  this  Excellent  feruand  of  God. 


^[PSALME.    XXXVII. 

Mark  the  vpricht  man,  and  behauld  the  luft,  for 
the  end  of  that  man  is  peace. 


f  IMPRENTIT    AT    SANCTAN- 
drois  be  Robert  Lekpreuik.     Anno.  1573. 


PREFATORY  NOTICE. 


ALTHOUGH  this  extremely  curious  and  interesting 
fragment  has  been  given  by  Dr  M'Crie,  (from  a 
copy,  supposed  to  be  UNIQUE,  in  the  Collection  of 
the  late  George  Chalmers,  Esq.)  in  the  appendix  to 
his  Life  of  Knox,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  print 
a  few  copies  in  order  to  have  an  uniform  series  of 
such  of  the  poetical  works  of  Mr  John  Davidson  as 
have  come  down  to  us. 

As  almost  every  particular  relative  to  the  remark 
able  person  who  is  the  subject  of  the  poem,  has  been 
so  fully  and  ably  detailed  by  the  Reverend  Gentle 
man  just  named,  it  would  be  useless  here  to  repeat 
that  with  which  the  reader  must  be  already  so 
well  acquainted.  But  although  the  Editor  is  unable 
to  throw  additional  light  upon  his  history,  it  may 
perhaps  be  amusing  to  learn  the  opinions  which 
foreigners  seem  to  entertain  of  the  character  of  this 
eminent  individual,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  remarks 
of  a  modern  French  journalist,*  who,  in  criticising 
Monsieur  Campenon's  translation  of  Robertson's 
History  of  Queen  Mary,  thus  expresses  himself:  "  A 
"  presbyterian  fanatic,  named  Knox,  stirred  up  the 

*  Journal  des  Debate. 
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"  people  by  his  violent  preaching.  Nothing  proves 
"  the  coarseness  of  that  people  so  much  as  the  as- 
"  cendency  which  such  a  madman  possessed  over 
"  them ;  old  and  broken  down,  and  so  helpless,  as  to 
"  be  hardly  able  to  crawl  along,  he  was  raised  to 
"  his  pulpit  by  two  zealous  disciples,  where  he  be- 
"  gan  his  sermon  with  a  feeble  voice,  and  slow  ac- 
"  tion ;  but  soon  heating  himself  by  the  force  of 
"  his  passion  and  hatred,  he  bestirred  himself  like 
"  a  madman  j  he  broke  his  pulpit,  and  jumped  into 
"  the  midst  of  his  auditors  (sautoit  au  des  audi- 
"  teurs),  transported  by  this  violent  declamation,  and 
"  words  still  more  violent." 

This  extraordinary  gymnastic  exhibition  of  our 
venerable  reformer  is  described  with  much  effect ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  critic,  his  facts  are  inaccu 
rate,  and  the  mistake  he  has  fallen  into,  has  arisen 
from  a  most  ludicrous  perversion  of  the  following 
passage  (referred  to  by  Dr  M'Crie)  in  the  Diary  of 
Mr  James  Melville  : — * 

"  The  town  of  Edinbruche  recouered  againe,  and 
"  the  guid  and  honest  men  therof  retourned  to  thair 
"  houses  :  Mr  Knox,  with  his  familie,  past  hame  to 
"  Edinbruche,  being  in  St  Andros  he  was  verie  weak. 
"  I  saw  him  euerie  day  of  his  doctrine  go  hulie  and 
"  fear,  with  a  furring  of  martriks  about  his  neck,  a 
"  staff  in  the  an  hand,  and  guid  godlie  Richart  Bal- 
"  landen,  his  servand,  haldin  up  the  uther  oxtar  from 

*  Now  for  the  first  time  (privately)  printed  by  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Bammtyne  Club.  1829. 


PREFATORY  NOTICE.  Ill 

"  the  Abbay  to  the  paroche  kirk,  and  be  the  said 
"  Richart  and  another  servant,  lifted  up  to  the  pul- 
"  pit,  whar  he  behouit  to  lean  at  his  first  entrie ;  bot 
"  or  he  had  done  with  his  sermont,  he  was  sa  active 
"  and  vigorous,  that  he  was  lyk  to  ding  that  pulpit 
"  in  blads,  and  flie  out  of  it.  Sa  soone  efter  his 
"  coming  to  Edinbruche,  he  becam  unable  to  preatch; 
<:  and  sa  instituting  in  his  rouni,  be  the  ordinal*  call- 
"  ing  of  the  kirk  and  congregation,  Mr  James  Law- 
"  sone,  he  tuk  him  to  his  chamber,  and  most  liap- 
"  palie  and  comfortablie  departed  this  lyff." 


TO  THE  MAIST  GODLIE,  ANCIENT, 

and  Worthie  Schir  lohne  Wifcbart  of 

Pittarrow  Knicht,  M.  lohne  Dauid- 

fone  wiflis  the  continuall  affift- 

ance  of  the  Spreit  of  God,  to 

the  end,  and  in  the  end. 

CONSIDERING  with  my  felf  (maift  worthie 
Knicht)  the  greit  frailtie  and  vnfurenefs  of  all 
ftrenthis  eirthly,  quhatfueuer,  quharin  ma  lie- 
fing  god,  vlis  to  put  his  traifl  on  the  ane  part, 
and  the  fare  fortres  and  faifgaird  of  vprichtnes, 
howheit  deititute  of  all  aide  warldly  on  the  vther 
part :  I  culd  not  withhald  my  peri  fro  vttering 
of  that  praife  and  commendatioun  of  vprichtnes, 
quhilk  in  my  mynde  I  had  confauit  of  the  fame. 
Being  cheifly  mouit  heirunto  be  the  Miraculous 
(as  I  may  weill  call  it)  and  maift  wonderfull 
prefer uatioun  of  that  maift  notabill  feruand  of 
God,  and  finceirPreicheourof  Chriftis  Euangell, 
lohne  Knox.  Quha  being  hot  of  fmall  eftima- 
tioun  befoir  the  eyis  of  the  warld  (zit  greit  be- 
foir  God)  was  ha  tit  vnto  the  deith.  And  that 
euin  be  Kingis,  Queenis,  Princes,  and  greit  men 
of  the  warld,  and  finally  be  all  the  rabill  of  Sa- 
thanis  fuddartis,  in  Scotland,  Ingland,  and 
France.  Zea,  not  only  was  he  hatit,  and  raillit 
on,  hot  alfo  perfecutit  maift  fcharply,  and  hunt- 
it  from  place  to  place  as  ane  vn worthie  of  ony 


4 

focietie  with  man.  Arid  althocht  thay  wer 
michtie  and  potent,  zea,  and  wantit  na  euill 
will,  and  he  on  the  vther  fyde  ane  pure  man, 
alane,  and  oft  tymes  without  help,  or  affiftance 
of  ye  warld,  zit  was  he  michtely  preferuit,  and 
as  in  a  maift  fure  faifgard  (all  the  wickits  at- 
tentis  quha  thriftit  nathing  mair  nor  his  blude 
being  fruftrat)  conduced  to  ane  maift  quyet, 
peaciabill  and  happy  end,  to  the  greit  ad uan ce 
ment  of  Goddis  glorie,  and  fingulare  comfort  of 
his  Kirk,  and  to  the  confufioun  of  Sathan  and 
difcofort  of  all  his  wickit  inftrumetis.  Thair- 
foir  that  this  fa  notabil  and  euidet  ane  documet 
of  the  louing  cair  of  our  god  towardis  his  feruads 
fuld  not  with  him  be  buryit  hot  abyde  recent  in 
memorie  till  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Realme 
in  all  ages  to  cum.  I  haue  preiffit  fchortly  in 
this  lytill  paper  to  mak,  as  it  wer,  ane  memo- 
riall  of  the  fame,  and  yat  in  that  laguage  quhilk 
is  maift  comoun  to  this  hail  Realme,  to  the  in 
tent  that  afvveiil  vnleirnit  as  leirnit  may  be  per- 
takeris  of  the  fame.  Not  that  I  think  my  felf 
abill  to  handill  fa  worthie  ane  mater  worthelie 
in  ony  toung,  hot  that  partly  I  may  fchaw  my 
gude  will  in  this  mater,  and  partly  to  gif  occa- 
fioun  to  vtheris,  that  baith  hes  mair  dexteritie 
in  fie  thingis,  and  greiter  opportunitie  of  tyme, 
to  intreit  the  fame  at  greiter  lenth.  That  be 
calling  to  mynd  this  notabill  exepill  of  Godis 
louing  cair  towardis  vs,  we  all  in  thir  feirfull 
dayis  (quhairin  he  that  feis  not  tryall  approch- 
ing  neir  is  deftitute  of  Judgement)  may  be 
ftrenthnit  and  incourageit  to  ga  fordwart  vp- 
richtly,  euerie  ane  in  our  awin  vocatioun,  with- 
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out  declyning  outlier  to  the  richt  hand  or  to  the 
left.  And  principally  that  our  watche  men  faint 
not,  nor  begin  to  iouk,  or  flatter  with  the  world 
for  feir  of  Tyranis,  hot  that  thay  may  haue 
bralin  faces,  and  foirheidis  of  Iron  aganis  the 
threitnings  of  the  wickit,  codempning  impietie 
of  all  perfounis  in  plane  termis,  following  the 
enfapill  of  this  maift  zelous  feruad  of  God,  of 
quhoe  heirtofoir  we  haue  maid  mentioun,  and 
that  being  affurit  gif  fa  thay  walk  vprichtly  in 
difchargeing  of  thair  office,  that  thay  ar  in  ye 
proteclloun  of  the  Almighty. 

f  And  this  fmall  frute  of  my  fober  trauellis, 
I  haue  thocht  gude  to  offer  and  prefent  to  zow 
(maift  worthie  Knicht)  not  fa  mekill  for  that, 
that  I  thocht  it  worthie  to  be  prefentit  til  ony : 
as  that  I  wald  let  my  gude  will  and  grate  mynd, 
be  the  fame  appeir  towardis  zow,  throw  quhais 
procurement  1  obtenit  the  benefit  of  that  godly 
and  faithfull  (thocht  mockit  and  falfly  traducit 
of  the  warld)  focietie,  quhairof  prefently  I  am 
participant.  For  the  quhilk  I  acknawledge  me, 
and  my  humbill  feruice  alwayis  addettit  to  zour 
honour.  And  howbeit  (as  I  mon  confes)  nathing 
can  proceid  of  me  that  may  in  ony  wayis  cor- 
refpond  to  zour  meritis  towardis  me  :  zit  fal  the 
thankfulnes  of  mind  at  na  tyme  (God  willing)  be 
deficient.  Quhilk  is  to  be  acceptit,  quhair  vther 
thingis  are  lacking,  in  place  of  greit  rewaird. 
And  the  rather  haue  I  takin  bauldnefs  to  dedi- 
cat  this  lytill  Treateis  vrito  zour  honour,  baith 
becaus  I  vnderftude  zow  euer  to  haue  bene  fen 
zour  Chyldheid,  ane  vnfenzeit  fauourar,  and 
man tc nat  to  zour  power,  of  vprichtnes,  quhais 


praife  in  this  lytill  Volume  is  intreatit.     And 
alfo,  that  this  notabill  feruand  of  God  (quhais 
michtie    prefer  uatioun,     notwithstanding    the 
wickitis  rage,  to  ane  quyet  end,  chiefly  mufit 
me  to  this  bufines)  was  maift  belufit  of  zow 
quhile  he  leuit,  and  yat  for  yat  greit  vprichtnes 
quhilk  ze  faw  from  tyme  to  tyme  maift  viuely 
expres  the  felf  in  him.     And  finally,  that  your 
honour  may  be  mufit  heirby,  as  ze  haue  begune 
and  continewit  to  this  day  ane  zealous  profe flour 
of  Goddis  word,  mantenar  of  the  famin,  and 
lufer  of  his  feruand  is :  fa  ze  may  perfeueir  to 
the  end  of  zour  lyfe,  without  fclander  to  zour 
profeffion,  euer  approuing  the  treuth,  and  bait- 
ting  impietie  in  all  perfounis,  not  leaning  to 
warldly  wifdome,  nor  louking  for  the  plefure 
of  greit  men  in  the  warld :   Sen  nane  of  thir 
thingis,  bot  only  vprichtnes  can  outher  mak 
ane  plefand  to  God,  or  zit  fure  in  this  warld. 
And  fa  traifting  that  zour  honour  will  accept 
this  my  fober  offer  (till  God  grant  better  occa- 
fioun  of  greter)  intill  gude  part.    I  commit  zow 
to  the  prote6lioun  of  the   Almichtie,  that 
quhen  it  fall  pleis  God  to  tak  zow  furth 
of  this  miserie,  ze  may  end  zour  lyfe 
in  the  fan  edification  of  his  haly 
name.     To  quhome  be  praife 
and  Glorie,  for  euer.  Amen. 
From  San&androis  the 
xviij  of  February. 
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ANE  BRIEF  COMMENDATIOVN  OF 
VPRICHTNES. 

SEN  that  we  fe  men  till  haue  ftudyit  ay. 
Into  this  eirth  fie  ftrenthis  to  prepair 
As  micht  be  faifgard  to  thame  nicht  and  day, 
Quhen  ony  danger  dang  thame  in  difpair. 
Wald  thowgude  Reider  haueaneflrenth  preclair,1 
Maift  ftrang  and  ftark  to  rin  to  in  diftres 
This  lytill  fchedull  fchortly  fall  declair2 
How  that  the  fureft  Towre  is  vprichtnes.3 

Quhilk  vprichtnes  we  may  defcriue  to  be : 
Ane  traid  of  lyfe  conforme  to  Godds  command,4 
Without  all  poyfoun  of  Hypocrifie 
Or  turning  to  or  fra,  from  hand  to  hand. 
Bot  ftoutly  at  the  word  of  God  to  ftand.5 
Efchewing  always  it  for  to  tranfgres6 
Not  bowing  back  for  thame  that  contramand. 
This  wayis  we  may  defcriue  this  vprichtnefs. 

For  firft  thare  is  na  Caftell,  Towre,  nor  Toun, 
Nor  naturall  ilrenth,  as  Alexander  fayis,7 
Bot  manis  Ingyne  may  vincous  and  ding  doun, 
As  that  he  had  experience  in  his  dayis, 

^rouer.lO,  12, 13,18.   2Ecclesi  9.    3Psalms25,27,91. 
4  lob.  31.  5  Prouer.  5.    6psa}m  18. 

7  Q.  Curt.  li.  7. 
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Na  ftrenth  was  fure  to  lhame  that  was  his  fais : 
The  Craig  in  Alia  did  beir  witnes,1 
Howheit  in  hicht  vnto  the  iky  it  rais, 
It  was  ouercum  for  laik  of  vprichtnes. 

Euin  fa  that  bailfull  Bour  of  Babilone,2 
Na  faifgaird  was  to  Darius  we  reid,3 
Suppois  it  was  ane  maift  ftrang  Dongeone, 
And  mony  ma  I  micht  declair  in  deid, 
Bot  iic  exempellis  Foraine  nane  we  neid, 
Quhat  furenes  fand  the  Bifchopis  halynes, 
Into  Dunbartane  quhair  he  pat  his  Creid. 
It  was  not  half  fa  fure  as  vprichtnes. 

The  force  of  men  gif  ony  will  obtend,4 
Kinred,  or  friends  to  be  ane  gaird  maift  ftrang,5 
All  is  bot  vane,  thay  can  not  man  defend,6 
For  quha  mair  furely  into  Roy  at  rang, 
Nor  the  greit  Conquerour  his  freindis  amang, 7 
Zit  was  he  poyfonit  as  fum  dois  exprefs, 
Intill  his  camp  quhilk  he  had  led  fa  lang, 
Than  quhat  is  force  of  man  till  vprichtnes. 

Riches  and  rent  we  ken  dois  not  abyde,8 
Bot  flitts  and.fochis  euer  to  and  fra,9 
Than  vane  it  is  in  thame  for  to  confyde,10 
Sen  that  we  fe  thame  afweill  cum  as  ga,11 


1  Q.  Curt.  li.  7.  2  Q.  Curt.  li.  5.  3  Jeremi.  51. 

4  Psalm.  33.  40.  60.  6  Esai.  31.  6  Jeremi.  1 7. 

7  Q.  Curt  lib    10.  8   Prouer.  11.  9  Eccles.  5. 

l.  11  Psalm  49. 


Thairfoir  my  freindis  fen  that  the  cace  is  fa,1 
That  warldly  ftrenth  can  haue  na  fickernes,* 
Sum  vther  faifgaird  furely  we  mon  ha,3 
Quhilk  is  nocht  ellis  bot  only  vprichtnes.4 

But  fum  perchance  that  winks  mair  wylelie, 
Will  fay  thay  wait  ane  wyle  that  I  na  wift, 
With  iouking  thay  will  I  angil  craftelie, 
And  on  their  feit  will  ay  licht  quhen  thay  lift  : 
Thinking  all  furenes  thairin  to  confift ; 
Hypocrifie  is  quent  with  quyetnes, 
Bot  all  begylit  thay  ar  into  the  mift. 
For  nathing  can  he  fure  but  vprichtnes. 

For  quhat  become  of  fals  Achitophell, 
For  als  far  as  he  faw  befoir  his  neis,5 
The  Scripture  fchawis  I  neid  not  heir  to  tell. 
The  lyke  of  this  in  mony  Hiftoreis, 
I  micht  bring  furth  that  to  my  purpois  greis,6 
How  Hypocrites  into  thair  craftynes,7 
Thame  felfis  hes  trappit  with  greit  mifereis, 
Becaus  thay  did  efchew  all  vprichtnes. 

Bot  quha  fa  ever  on  the  vther  fyde. 
Hes  preiffit  peirtly  to  leif  vprichtlie.8 
And  be  the  treuth  bound  bauldly  till  abye:9 
Hes  euer  had  the  maift  fecuritie. 
For  thay  had  God  thair  buckler  for  to  be, 
Quhome  we  mon  grant  to  be  an  ftrang  fortres,10 
Of  quhome  the  Deuill  can  not  get  vi6lorie11 
Nor  all  the  enemies  of  vprichtnes. 

1  1.  Timot.  6.     2  Zephan.  1.     3  Ecclesi.  2.     4  Nahum.  3. 
5  2.  Sam.  17.     6  Psalm  7.        7  Ester,  7.       8  Ester,  6. 
9 Dan.  6.  10  Psalm  76.     »  Psalm  89. 
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Think  weill  my  freindis  this  is  na  fenzeit  fair,1 
For  qua  fa  lift  of  Dauid  for  to  reid, 
May  fe  quhat  enemies  he  had  alquhair, 
And  zit  how  furely  he  did  ay  proceid.2 
Becaufe  he  walkit  vprichtly  in  deid. 
He  was  mair  fure  from  Saulis  cruel nes, 
Nor  gif  ten  thoufand  men  intill  his  neid,3 
Had  with  him  bene  fyne  lackit  vprichtnes. 

Of  fie  exempills  we  micht  bring  anew, 
Bot  ane  thair  is  that  preifis  our  purpois  plane 
Of  Daniell  that  Propheit  wyfe  and  trew,4 
How  oft  was  he  in  danger  to  be  flane. 
Into  the  Lyonis  Den  he  fand  na  pane.5 
The  three  Children  the  fyre  did  not  oppres. 
I  think  this  only  Hiftorie  micht  gane, 
To  preif  how  fure  ane  Towre  is  vprichtnes, 

Bot  zit  becaus  exempills  fetchit  far, 
Mufis  not  lo  muche  as  thay  thingis  quhilk  we  fe, 
I  purpois  fchortly  now  for  to  cum  nar, 
Vnto  the  but  quhair  chiefly  I  wald  be : 
That  is  to  fchaw  the  prufe  befoir  zour  Ee. 
Of  thir  premiffis,  as  all  mon  confes 
That  hes  fene  God  wirking  in  this  countrie, 
How  ane  hes  bene  preferuit  in  vprichtnes. 

It  is  lohne  Knox  in  deid  quhome  of  I  mene, 
That  feruent  faithfull  feruand  of  the  Lord, 
Quhome  I  dare  baudly  byde  at  till  haue  bene, 
Ane  maift  trew  Preicheour  of  the  Lordis  word. 

i  1.  Sam.  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  29,  33.       22  Sam.  2, 
2,  3,  5,  8,  15,  16,  18,  20.  3  1  Sam.  23. 

4  Dani.  6.  5  Dani.  3. 
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I  rak  nathing  quhat  Rebalds  heir  record, 
Quha  neuer  culd  fpeik  gude  of  godlynes. 
This  man  I  fay  efchaipit  fyre  and  fword, 
And  deit  in  peace,  in  praife  of  vprichtnes: 

Bot  that  this  may  be  maid  mair  manifeft  : 
I  will  difcurs  fum  thing  in  fpeciall, 
Tuiching  this  Lamp,  on  lyfe  quhill  he  did  left, 
Firft  he  defcendit  hot  of  linage  fmall. 
As  commonly  God  vlis  for  to  call,1 
The  fempill  fort  his  fummoundis  til  expres.2 
Sa  calling  him,  he  gaue  him  giftis  with  all3 
Maift  excellent  befyde  his  vprichtnes.4 

For  weill  I  wait  that  Scotland  neuer  bure, 
In  Scottis  leid  ane  man  mair  Eloquent, 
Into  perfwading  alfo  I  am  fure, 
Was  nane  in  Europe  that  was  mair  potent. 
In  Greik  and  Hebrew  he  was  excellent, 
And  als  in  Latine  toung  his  propernes, 
Was  tryit  trym  quhen  fcollers  wer  prefent. 
Bot  thir  wer  nathing  till  his  vprichtnes. 

For  fra  the  tyme  that  God  anis  did  him  call, 
To  bring  thay  joyfull  newis  vnto  this  land, 
Quilk  hes  illuminat  baith  greit  and  fmall, 
He  maid  na  flop  bot  paffit  to  fra  hand, 
Idolatrie  maift  ftoutly  to  ganeftand  : 
And  chiefly  that  great  Idoll  of  the  Mes. 
Howbeit  maift  michtie  enemies  he  fand, 
Zit  fchrinkit  he  na  quhit  from  vprichtnes. 

1  Amos  i.  7.       2  Mark  1.         3  1.  Cor.  1.        4Iaco.  2. 
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The  greuous  Galayis  maid  him  not  agaft, 
Althocht  the  Prelats  gold  in  greit  did  geit", 
Ouir  fchipburd  in  the  fey  him  for  to  caft, 
He  fand  fie  grace  they  fufferit  him  to  leif. 
Zea,  mairatour  thay  did  him  not  mifeheif, 
As  thay  did  his  Campanzeounis  mair  and  les, 
With  pynefull  panis  quhen  thay  thair  pythis  did 

preif, 
God  fa  prouydit  for  his  vprichtnes. 

In  Ingland  fyne  he  did  efchaip  the  Ire, 
Of  lefabell,  that  Monftour  of  Mahoun. 
In  Scotland  nixt  with  terrour  him  to  tyre, 
Thay  brint  his  picture  in  Edinburgh  Toun. 
Bot  fen  to  Scotland  Jaft  he  maid  him  boun, 
Quhat  battell  he  hes  bidden  ze  may  ges, 
Sen  Dagon  and  thay  Deuillis  he  gart  ding  doun, 
In  fpyte  of  thame  that  haitit  vprichtnes. 

Thay  that  hes  bene  cheif  in  Authoritie, 
For  the  maift  part  had  him  at  deidly  feid, 
Zit  he  efchapit  all  thair  crueltie, 
Howbeit  oftymes  thay  did  deuyfe  his  deid, 
Zea,  fum  wer  knawin  perfitely  be  the  heid, 
Quha  vndertuke  his  Dirige  for  to  dres, 
Zit  baudly  be  his  baner  he  abaid. 
And  did  not  iouk  arie  ioit  from  vprichtnes. 

Bot  chiefly  enis  he  was  put  to  ane  preace, 
Quhen  that  the  Quene  of  treffouri  did  accufe  him 
Before  hir  Lordis  in  haly  Rudehous  place. 
Quhair  clawbacks  of  the  Court  thocht  till  abufe 
him, 
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Sa  prudetly  this  Propheit  yair  did  vfe  him. 
Into  refuting  of  thair  fulifchenes. 
That  all  the  haill  Nobilitie  did  rufe  him. 
And  praifit  God  for  his  greit  vprichtnes. 

Quhen  Queen  and  Court  could  not  get  him 

coui6l. 

Bot  fa  wer  difappointit  of  thair  pray, 
Thay  fryit  in  furie  that  he  fchaipit  quick, 
Zit  at  the  leift  to  get  thair  wills  fum  way, 
Thay  wald  haue  had  him  wardit  for  ane  day, 
In  Daueis  Towre,  zea,  for  ane  hour  or  les, 
It  was  deny  it  for  ocht  the  Quene  culd  fay. 
Thair  micht  be  fene  how  fure  was  vprichtnes. 

Bot  in  quhat  perrell  trow  ze  he  was  laft, 
Quhen  Edinburgh  he  left  with  hart  full  fair, 
Doubtles  na  les  nor  ony  that  hes  paft, 
In  fpyte  thay  fpak  that  him  thay  fuld  not  fpair 
Thay  fuld  him  fchuit  into  the  Pulpet  thair 
Becaus  he  did  rebuke  thair  fylthenes. 
And  mifchant  murther  that  infects  the  air, 
Zit  God  prefer uit  him  in  vprichtnes. 

Mony  ma  dangers  nor  I  can  declair, 
Be  fey  and  land  this  Propheit  did  fuftene, 
In  France   and   Ingland,  Scotland,   heir  and 

thair, 

Quhilk  I  refer  to  thame  that  mair  hes  bene, 
Intill  his  company  and  fie  things  fene. 
Bot  this  far  fchortly  I  haue  maid  progrefs, 
To  preif  how  God  maift  furely  dois  mantene, 
Sic  as  continew  intill  vprichtnes. 
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For  this  Excellent  feruand  of  the  Lord, 
Vnto  the  deith  was  hatit  as  we  knaw, 
For  finceir  preiching  of  the  Lordis  word 
With  Kingis,  Princes,  hie  eftait  and  law, 
Zit  in  thair  Ire  him  micht  thay  not  ouirthraw, 
He  did  depart  in  peace  and  plefandnes  : 
For  all  the  troublis  that  he  hard  vs  fchaw 
That  he  fuftenit  for  lufe  of  vprichtnes. 

And  this  is  merwell  gif  we  will  coniidder, 
Ane  fempill  man  but  warldly  force  or  aide, 
Aganis  quhome  Kings  and  Princes  didconfidder, 
How  he  fuld  fend  from  furie  and  thair  fead, 
Syne  leaue  this  lyfe  with  lift  for  all  thair  plaid, 
He  had  ane  furer  gaird  we  mon  confes, 
Nor  ony  warldly  ftrenth  that  can  be  maid. 
Quhilk  was  nathing  hot  only  vprichtnes. 

Bot  fum  may  fay  quhairto  fuld  thow  prefer 
This  vprichtnefs  quhilk  thow  extolls  fa  hie 
Vntill  all  warldly  ftrenthis  that  euer  wer  ? 
Sen  that  the  contrail*  daylie  we  may  fe, 
How  upricht  men  ar  murtherit  mifchantlie,1 
As  firft  was  Abell  with  greit  cruel  nes,2 
Gude  lohne  the  Baptift,  and  als  Zacharie,3 
Zea,  Chrift  him  felf  for  all  his  vprichtnes.4 

Peter  and  Paull  with  mony  ma  fenfyne.-5 
And  of  lait  zeiris  in  Ingland  as  we  knaw, 
How  mony  piteoufly  was  put  to  pyne. 
And  now  in  France  that  fchame  is  for  to  fchaw. 

1  Gene.  4.     2Matth.  14.     32  Chro.  24.     4Matth.  27. 
5  Euseb.  To.  4.  fol.  7.     Vide  Sleidanum. 
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lames  our  gude  Regent  rakkin  in  that  raw, 
Quha  had  rung  zit  wer  not  his  richteoufnes. 
Sa,  I  can  fe  nathing  fa  fone  ouirthraw, 
Man  in  this  eirth  as  dois  this  vprichtnes. 

To  this  I  anfwer  into  termis  fchort, 
Quhen  warldly  ftrenth  is  vincuft  and  maid  waift,1 
With  it  man  tynis  haith  courage  and  comfort, 
Quhen  it  is  tynt  quhairin  he  pat  his  traift  : 
Bot  quha  that  deith  in  vprichtnes  dois  taift,2 
Sail  haue  the  lyfe  that  lefts  with  joyfulnes,3 
Sa  thay  ar  fure,  becaus  thay  ar  imbraift 
Be  the  Eternall  for  thair  vprichtnes. 

But  this  fa  lichtly  we  may  not  pafs  by  : 
I  grant  indeed  quha  preiffis  vprichtlie 
To  ferue  the  Lord  mon  firft  them  felfis  deny,4 
And  na  wayis  dres  to  daut  thame  daintelie 
Bot  thame  prepair  for  troublis  Identlie,5 
For  troublis  ar  the  bage  thay  mon  pofTes,6 
Sen  Sathan  ceilis  not  continualie,7 
To  troubill  thame  that  folio  wis  vprichtnes.8 

* 

Quhylis  harling  thame  befoir  Princes  and 


As  railing  Rebalds  rudelie  to  be  rent,10 
Accufing  thame  of  troubling  of  all  things, 
As  cankerit  Carlis  that  can  riot  be  content,11 

J  Prouer.  11.  2  Prouer.  11.  3  Matth.  16. 

4  Matth.  16.  52.  Time.  3.  6  Psalm.  34. 

71.  Pet.  5.  s  lob.  1.  9  Luc.  21. 

ioi.  Reg.  10.  "1.  Reg.  17. 
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Except  all  things  be  done  be  thair  content: 
Nowfcornit,  now  fcurgeit,  now  bad  with  bit- 

ternes,1 

Impriflbnit,  and  findrie  faffiounis  fchent,2 
And  fum  tymes  dreuin  to  deith  for  vprichtnes.3 

This  is  thair  lot  oftymes  I  will  not  lane 
Into  this  eirth  that  vfe  to  be  vpricht, 
Bot  quhat  of  this  ?  nay  purpois  zit  is  plane : 
That  is,  that  thay  ar  furer  day  and  nicht,4 
For  all  this  wo,  not  only  warldly  wicht.5 
For  in  thair  confcience  is  mair  quyetnes 
In  greiteft  troublis,  nor  the  men  of  micht 
Hes  in  thair  Caftells,  without  vprichtnes. 

For  quhen  Belfhazzer  greit  King  of  the  Eift,6 
Ane  thoufand  of  his  Princes  had  gart  call, 
Drinkand  the  wyne  hefoir  thame  at  the  Feift, 
Intill  his  prydefull  Pomp  Imperiall : 
Eiiin  in  the  middis  of  this  his  rnirrie  hall 
He  faw  ane  ficht  that  fank  him  in  fadnes, 
Quhen  he  perfauit  the  fingers  on  the  wall, 
Wry  ting  his  wrak  for  his  vnvprichtnes. 

Quhat  fall  I  fay  I  neid  not  till  infift, 
To  fchaw  how  thay  to  God  that  dois  Rebell, 
In  thair  maift  micht  can  not  be  haldin  blift, 
For  in  this  warld  thay  do  begin  their  hell, 
As  Cain  did  that  flew  the  iuft  Abell,7 
Within  thair  breift  thay  beir  lie  bailftdnes,8 

1  Math.  27.  2  lererai.  38.  3  Act.  12. 

4  Psalm.  91.  ;  5  Psalm.  118.  6  Dani.  5. 

7  Gene.  4.  8Esai.  66. 
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That  toung  of  men  can  not  the  teynd  part  tell, 
Of  inwart  torments  for  vnvprichtnes. 

Bot  thay  that  walks  vprichtly  with  the  Lord,1 
In  greiteft  troublis  wantis  not  inwart  reft, 
As  the  Apoftillis  doung  for  Godds  word,2 
Reioyfit  that  for  Chrift  fa  thay  wer  dreft. 
Peter  in  prifone  fleipit  but  moleft.3 
Paull  in  the  flocks  and  Sylas  with  glaidnes,4 
Did  fing  ane  Pfalme  at  midnicht,  fa  the  beft 
Surenes  that  man  can  haue,  is  vprichtnes. 

Sa  be  this  furenes  now  I  do  not  mene, 
That  Godds  feruands  ar  neuer  tane  away, 
Be  cruell  men,  for  the  contrair  is  fene, 
For  God  oftymes  of  his  Judgements  I  fay, 
Letts  thame  fo  fall,  as  thocht  befoir  the  day : 
To  plague  the  warld  for  thair  vnthankfulnes, 
Quhilk  is  not  wort-hie  of  fie  men  as  thay.5 
Bot  I  mene  this  be  ftrenth  of  vprichtnes. 

That  quhen  it  plefis  God  to  let  thame  fall, 
Thay  haue  fie  inwart  comfort  without  cair, 
That  thay  depart  with  ioy  Angelical!6, 
Of  lyfe  affurit  that  leftis  for  euer  mair. 
And  zit  fum  tyme  he  dois  his  feruands  spair, 
To  let  the  Tyrannis  fe  his  michtines7, 
In  fpyte  of  thame,  that  he  can  his  alquhair, 
Prefer ue  maift  furely  intill  vprichtness. 


1  Prouer.  14.  2  Act.  5.  3  Act.  12. 

4  Act.  16.  5  Esai.  3.     Ileb.  11. 

6  Acts  7.    2.  Timot.  4.         7  Esai.  41.    Itrem.  1,  4,  5. 
B 
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Quhilk  we  haue  fene  as  we  can  not  deny, 
Into  lohne  Knoxis  michtie  preferuation, 
Quhilk  till  our  comfort  we  fuld  all  apply, 
I  mene  that  ar  the  Faithfull  Congregatioun. 
Sen  he  departit  with  fie  consolatioun 
Euin  as  he  leuit,  he  deit  in  Faithfulnes, 
Being  affurit  in  Chriil  of  his  Saluatioun, 
As  in  the  end  he  fchew  with  vprichtnes. 

Sa  is  he  paft  from  pane  to  plefure  ay, 
And  till  greit  eis  doutles  vntill  him  fell, 
Bot  for  ane  plague  till  vs  I  dar  weill  fay, 
As  fair  I  feir  we  fall  heir  fchortly  tell, 
Schir  wink  at  vice  heginnis  to  tune  his  bell. 
Bot  on  this  heid  na  mair  I  will  digres, 
That  gude  men  hes  mair  reft  in  all  perrell 
Nor  wickit  in  thair  welth  hut  vprichtnes. 

Then  fen  alwayis  we  fe  that  men  ar  fure 
Throw  vprichtnes  quhidder  thay  Hue  or  die,1 
Let  all  gude  Criftianes  Imploy  thair  cure, 
In  thair  vocatioun  to  leif  vprichtlie, 
And  cheifly  let  all  preicheouris  warnit  be, 
That  this  day  God  and  the  gude  caus  profes, 
Na  wayis  to  wink  at  fie  Impietie  2 
And  cheifly  dois  withftand  all  vprichtnes. 

Taking  exempill  of  this  Propheit  plane, 
Quhome  heir  befoir  we  breuit  in  this  bill, 
Quha  Godds  reuelit  will  wald  neuer  lane, 
Quhen  men  begouth  for  to  delyte  in  ill, 


1  Psalm  37.  2  Tit.  1. 
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He  wald  not  wane  ane  wy  for  na  manis  will 
For  to  rebuke  Erie,  Barrone,  or  Burges, 
Quhen  in  thair  wickit  wayis  thay  walkit  ftill. 
Follow  this  Lamp  I  fay  of  vprichtnes. 

Let  nouther  lufe  of  friend  nor  feir  of  fais, 
Mufe  zow  to  mank  zour  MefTage,  or  hald  bak 
Ane  iot  of  zour  Commiffioun  ony  wayis l 
Call  ay  quhite,  quhite,  and  blak,  that  quhilk  is 

blak,2 

Ane  Gallimafray  neuer  of  thame  mak : 
Bot  ane  gude  caus  diftingue  from  wickitnes,3 
This  kyndof  phrais  sumtymes  this  Propheitspak 
Quhen  he  faw  fum  not  vsing  vprichtnes. 

In  generall  do  not  all  things  inuolue, 
Thinking  zour  felfis  difchargeit  than  to  be,4 
Thocht  na  manis  mynd  in  maters  ze  refolue : 
For  (zit  till  vfe  this  same  manis  Elogie) 
To  fpeik  the  treuth,  and  fpeik  the  treuth  trewlie,5 
Is  not  a  thing  (faid  he)  brethren  doutles. 
Thairfoir  fpeik  trewly  but  Hypocrifie, 
Gif  ze  wald  haue  the  praife  of  vprichtnes. 

Let  vice  ay  in  the  awin  cullouris  be  kend6 
But  beiring  with,  or  zit  extenuatioun 
Schawing  how  heichly  God  it  dois  offend,7 
Spairing  na  ftait  that  maks  preuaricatioun, 
Let  it  be  fene  till  all  the  Congregatioun, 
That  ze  fie  haitrent  haue  at  wickitnes 


1  Psalm  40.  2  Esai.  5.  3  Timot.  2. 

4  2.  Timot.  2.         5  Num.  23.  24.       6  2.  Timot.  4. 
7  Acts.  17.     Esai.  58.     1.  Timot.  5. 
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That  ze  mon  dampne  thair  greit  abhominatioun, 
Quha  planely  fechtis  aganis  all  vprichtnes. 

Quhilk  tred  of  do6trine  gif  ze  anis  begin1 
I  grant  the  Deuill  and  warld  will  be  agane  zow 
The  feid  of  fremmit,  and  craibing  of  zour  kin 
Firft  ze  fall  find,  fyne  terrour  to  conftraine  zow 
To  fyle  the  fuith,  and  funze,  I  will  plane  zow. 
The  Zock  is  not  fa  licht  as  fum  dois  ges.2 
Bot  zit  haue  ze  na  dreid  quha  do  difdane  zow, 
Sen  that  zour  fortres  fure  is  vprichtnes. 

For  pleis  it  God  zour  lyfe  to  lenthen  heir, 
Thocht  all  the  warld  aganis  zow  wald  confpyre, 
Thay  fall  not  haue  the  power  zow  to  deir, 
Albeit  thay  rage  an  rin  wod  in  thair  Ire, 
And  gif  that  God  thinks  gude  be  fword  or  fyre, 
To  let  zow  fall  be  ay  in  reddynes : 
Being  affurit  that  heuin  falbe  zour  byre,3 
Becaufe  ze  endit  fa  in  vprichtnes. 

Let  not  the  lufe  of  this  lyfe  temporal!, 
Quhilk  ze  mon  lofe,  but  let  quhen  ze  leift  wene 
Stay  zow  to  cois  with  lyfe  Celeftiall, 
Quhen  euer  that  the  chois  cumis  thame  betwene. 
Chriftis  fentence  in  zour  gardene  keip  ay  grene, 
Quha  fauis  his  lyfe  fall  lois  it  not  the  les.4 
Quhilk  euin  into  this  warld  hes  oft  bene  fene, 
Quhat  gaine  is  than  to  deny  vprichtnes? 

Than  to  conclude,  fen  in  thir  dangerous  dayis 
Sa  mony  terrours  Tyranis  cafts  befoir  zow 

1  Psalm  38.    Psalm  41.  2  Nahum.  1.    Psaim  31. 

Psalm  34.  »  Timot,  4.  4  Math.  10. 
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Call  vpon  God  to  ftrenthen  zow  alwayis 
That  with  his  haly  Spreit  he  will  decoir  zow 
As  he  hes  done  his  feruands  ay  befoir  zow 
That  ze  may  neuer  wink  at  wickitnes  1 
With  Gun  &  Gainze  thocht  thay  boist  to  gor  zow 
Sen  that  zour  Towre  fa  f  ure  is  vprichtnes. 

f  F  I  N  I  S.      M.    I.    D. 


ANE  SCHORT 

DISCVRS     OF     THE    ESTAITIS 

quha  hes  caus  to  deploir  the  deith  of  this 
Excellent  feruand  of  God. 


f  |  iHOW  pure  contempnit  Kirk  of  God, 
-*-    In  Scotland  fcatteiit  far  abrod, 
Quhat  leid  may  let  the  to  lament : 
Sen  baith  the  Tyger  and  the  Tod, 
Maift  cruellie  cummis  the  to  rent. 
Thow  wants  ane  watcheman  that  tuke  tent, 
Baith  nicht  and  day  that  nocht  fuld  noy  the, 
Allace  thow  wants  the  Initrument, 
That  was  thy  Lanterne  to  conuoy  the. 

Thy  lemand  Lamp  that  fchew  lie  licht, 
Was  gude  lohne  Knox,  ane  man  vpricht, 

1  Esai.  51 


Quhais  deith  thow  daylie  may  deploir, 

His  prefence  maid  thy  bewtie  bricht, 

And  all  thy  doings  did  decoir, 

He  did  him  haillie  indeuoir, 

Thy  richteous  a6lioun  to  mantene, 

And  libertie  to  the  reftoir, 

Pleading  thy  caus  with  King  and  Quene. 

He  neuer  huntit  benefice, 
Nor  catchit  was  with  Couatice, 
Thocht  he  had  offers  mony  one : 
And  was  als  meit  for  fie  Office 
As  outher  gellie  lok  or  lohne, 
His  mynd  was  ay  fa  the  vpon, 
Thy  only  weilfair  was  his  welth, 
Thairfoir  lament  fen  he  is  gone, 
That  huikit  nathing  for  thy  helth. 

Lament  AiTemblie  Generall, 
At  thy  Conuentiounis  ane,  and  all, 
For  thow  will  mis  ane  Moderatour, 
Quhais  prefence  mufit  greit,  and  fmall, 
And  terrifeit  baith  theif  and  tratour, 
With  all  vnrewlie  Rubiatour, 
Thair  ioukers  durst  not  kyith  thair  cure, 
For  feir  of  Falling  in  the  Fratour, 
And  tynfali  of  the  charge  thay  bure. 

Bot  now  I  feir  that  thow  fall  fe, 
Greit  miffing  of  that  man  to  be, 
Quhen  craftie  heidis  fall  na  mair  hyde, 
The  hurde  of  thair  Hypocrifie, 
Bot  all  finceirnes  fet  afyde, 
With  policie  will  all  things  gyde, 


Thir  Balamis  birds  fair  may  thow  feir : 
Thairfoir  be  Godds  buke  abyde, 
And  to  fie  Bablers  giue  na  eir. 

Giue  ftrange  opiniounis  enteris  in, 
Tak  tent  quha  lie  thingis  dois  begin, 
And  with  lie  matteris  mynts  to  mell, 
For  Sathan  ceisis  not  fra  lin, 
The  Kirk  of  Chrift  feiking  to  quell, 
Sic  foly  faill  not  to  refell : 
For  quhen  the  reik  beginnis  to  ryse, 
The  tyre  will  follow  as  thay  tell, 
Be  it  not  quencheit  be  the  wyfe. 

Bot  cheifly  murne  and  mak  thy  mane, 
Thow  Kirk  of  Edinburgh  allane, 
Fer  thow  may  rew  by  all  the  reft, 
That  this  day  thow  wants  lickin  ane, 
Thy  Speciall  Pastour :  and  the  beft 
That  ony  Kirk  had  Eift,  or  weft. 
He  did  comfort  the  in  all  cair, 
And  the  foirwairnd  of  thy  moleft, 
Quhairby  thow  micht  thyfelf  prepair. 

There  was  na  troubill  come  to  the, 
Bot  he  foirspak  it  oppinlie, 
Thocht  fum  the  mater  than  did  mock, 
Gif  he  spak  fuith  now  thow  may  fe, 
This  day  thy  heid  is  in  the  zock, 
God  fend  the  blyithnes  of  this  block, 
And  freith  the  from  thy  fais  aboue  the, 
For  thow  art  the  maift  feruent  flock 
That  Scotland  beiris,  as  deid  dois  proue  the. 


And  give  God  fa  handills  the  beft, 
Allace  quhat  fall  cum  of  the  reft, 
Except  repentance  rin  and  red : 
It  is  ane  Mirrour  manifeft, 
Of  dule  and  dolour  to  be  dred, 
To  fall  on  thame  this  barret  bred. 
Bot  till  our  purpois  to  returne, 
Thocht  of  this  feir  thow  falbe  fred, 
Zit  hes  thow  mater  for  to  murne. 

Becaus  that  watcheman  thow  dois  want, 
That  the  in  puritie  did  plant, 
And  comfortit  thy  Congregatioun : 
Bot  zit  thocht  lie  be  gane  I  grant 
The  Lord  can  fend  the  confolatioun, 
Gif  thow  giue  him  dew  adoratioun, 
He  will  not  leave  the  comfortles. 
As  alreddy  thow  hes  probatioun, 
God  grant  thy  Preicheours  vprichtnes. 

f  Ze  Lords  also  that  dois  frequent, 
The  Loft  in  Sand  Geills  Kirk  lament, 
That  Bogill  thair  that  ze  hard  blaw, 
With  quhome  quhyles  ze  wer  fmall  content, 
For  the  fchairp  threitnings  he  did  fchaw : 
Zit  thay  maid  zow  fumquhat  ftand  aw, 
Thocht  not  fo  muche  as  neid  requyrit : 
This  day  in  graue  he  lyis  full  law, 
Quhilk  langtyme  was  of  him  defyrit. 

For  feing  all  things  not  go  weill, 
He  faid  thair  fuld  not  mis  ane  reill. 
That  fuld  the  cheifeft  walkin  v\ 
Gif  he  faid  fuith  this  day  ze  fell 


Luke  gif  God  hes  begun  to  quliup, 
Bot  tliair  byds  zit  ane  fowrer  Cup, 
Except  zour  maners  ze  amend, 
The  dreggs  but  dout  als  ze  fall  fup, 
From  quhilk  danger  God  zow  defend. 

San6landrois  als  not  to  leif  out, 
His  deith  thou  may  deploir  but  dout, 
Thow  knawis  he  lude  the  by  the  laue 
For  firft  in  the  he  gaue  the  rout, 
Till  Antechrift  that  Romifche  flaue, 
Preicheing  that  Chrift  did  only  faue. 
Bot  laft,  of  Edinburgh  expreft, 
Quhen  he  was  not  far  fra  his  graue, 
He  come  to  the  by  all  the  reft. 

God  grant  that  thow  may  thankfull  be, 
For  his  greit  graces  fchawin  to  the, 
In  fending  the  his  feruands  trew, 
Amen.     Thow  heiris  na  mair  of  me. 
Bot  Kyle,  and  Cuninghame  may  rew, 
Als  fair  as  ony  that  I  fchew, 
To  quhome  this  darling  was  maift  deir. 
And  vther  gentill  men  anew, 
Quhome  I  haue  not  reheirfit  heir. 

Than  laft  of  all  to  turne  to  zow, 
That  wer  our  brethren,  hot  not  now: 
God  grant  agane  ze  may  cum  Lame, 
For  we  fuld  wis  zour  weill  I  vow, 
As  also  did  this  man  be  Name, 
Thocht  fum  faid  he  did  zow  defame, 


He  pray  it  to  God  that  ze  micht  turne, 
That  ze  micht  fchaip  Eternall  icliame, 
Thairfoir  zour  part  is  als  to  murne. 

For  doubtles  he  was  mair  zour  freind, 
Nor  thay  that  win  kit,  or  manteind 
Zour  fulifche  faclioun  and  vnfair. 
In  deid  that  ze  fuld  not  fufteind, 
He  thunderit  threitnings  to  the  air, 
To  terrific  zow  mair  and  mair, 
And  rug  zow  back  that  ze  micht  rew 
For  he  knew  perfeueird  ze  thuir, 
Ze  wer  bot  fchipwrak  but  reikew. 

Than  all  this  land  thow  may  lament 
That  thow  lacks  fie  ane  Inftrument, 
Till  fum  not  plefand,  zit,  fa  plane, 
That  all  the  godly  was  content. 
Allace  his  lyke  he  left  not  ane, 
Nor  I  feir  fall  not  fe  agane  : 
But  zit  let  vs  n  away  is  difpair, 
For  quhy  our  God  dois  zit  remane, 
Quha  can  and  will  for  his  prepair. 

For  thocht  his  deith  we  do  deploir, 
Zit  is  he  riot  our  God  thairfoir  : 
As  wickit  warldlings  wald  obtend, 
Gone  is  zour  God  quhairin  ze  gloir. 
The  leuing  God  we  mak  it  kend, 
Is  he,  on  quhome  we  do  depend, 
Quha  will  not  leaue  vs  in  diflres, 
Bot  will  his  feruands  till  vs  fend, 
Till  gyde  vs  throw  this  wildernes. 


Thairfoir  letting  thir  Bablers  be, 
Quhais  cheif  Religioun  is  to  lie, 
And  all  Godds  feruands  to  backbyte, 
Traducing  tbis  man  principallie : 
Let  thame  fpew  out  in  their  difpyte, 
All  that  thay  will  be  word  or  wryte. 
Lyke  as  him  felf  is  into  gloir, 
Sa  fall  all  ages  ay  recyte, 
lolme  Knoxis  Name,  with  greit  decoir. 

f  F  I  N  I  S. 


QVAM    TVTVM 

SIT  PROPVGNACVLVM,  DEO 

fine  fuco  inferuire,  ex  mirifica  eximii  Dei 
ferui  IOANNIS  KNOXII,  in  tranquillum  vitse 
exitum,  illufis  omnibus  impiorum  conati- 
bus,  conferuatione,  &  eius  exemplum  fequi, 
monemur. 

QVEM  petiere  diu  crudeles  igne  tyranni, 
Saepius  &  ferro  quern  petiere  duces. 
Occubuit  (mirum)  nuJlo  violatus  ab  hofte, 

Eximius  Chrifti  KNOXIVS  ille  fator. 
Nam  pater  jEthereusRegummoderaturhabenas, 

Ele6tofque  potens  protegit  vfque  fuos. 
Muniat  hinc  igitur  noltras  fiducia  mentes, 

Ne  mors  nos  tetricis  terreat  vlla  minis. 
Quoq  ;  minus  trepidi  iiflamus  tramite  re6lo, 

Huius  lie  pigeat  viuere  more  viri. 

f  FINIS.     Quod    M.  I.  D. 
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PREFATORY  NOTICE. 

WITHOUT  much  claim  to  attention  on  account 
of  its  Poetical  merits,  this  Tract  is  valuable, 
as  containing  many  interesting  particulars  of 
the  lives  of  Robert  Campbell  of  Kinzeancleuch, 
(the  personal  and  intimate  friend  of  John  Knox, 
and  one  of  the  most  upright  and  indefatigable 
of  the  Scottish  Reformers,)  and  of  the  author 
himself,  not  elsewhere  to  be  found 

The  Campbells  of  Kinzeancleuch  were  un 
doubtedly  cadets  of  that  of  London ;  but  at  what 
time  this  branch  came  off  from  the  main  stock, 
does  not  seem  to  be  very  precisely  ascertained. 
The  author  of  the  Genealogical  Account  of  the 
Ayrshire  Families  observes  :  "  It  should  seem 
"  probable,  from  the  order  in  which  this  fa- 
"  mily  ranks  in  the  deed  of  entail  of  the  Lou- 
"  don  estates  in  1613,  that  it  was  descended 
"  from  Sir  George  Campbell  of  London,  who 
"  was  living  in  1489."  It  is  conjectured  that 
Robert  Campbell  was  the  grandson  of  the 
founder  of  the  family,  which  is  not  improbable. 

The  period  of  his  birth  is  unknown.  He 
died  on  the  22d  of  April  1574,  and  his  wife  in 


IV  PREFATORY  NOTICE. 

the  month  of  June  following.  His  daughter 
Elizabeth  succeeded  to  his  estate,  which  remain 
ed  in  the  family  till  the  year  1786,  when  it  was 
sold  to  Claud  Alexander,  Esq.  of  Ballocbmyle.* 

In  the  Analectaf  of  Mr  Robert  Wodrow,  the 
following  important  notice  of  Campbell  occurs  : 

"  Mr  J  tells  me  this  account  is 

"  handed  down,  and  believed,  in  the  family  of 
61  Kinzeancleugh.  Robert  Campbell  of  Kin- 
"  zeancleugh  was  with  the  Regent,  and  was 
"  very  much  regarded  by  him,  and  all  who  were 
"  with  him.  The  morning  before  the  Regent 
"  came  to  Glasgow,  to  the  scuffle  at  Langside, 
"  Mr  Campbell  went  to  the  Regent  and  told  him 
"  they  were  now  going  to  the  engagement,  and 
"  he  was  well  persuaded  that  his  Grace  would 
"  totally  defeat  the  Queen's  party.  This  assu- 
"  ranee  he  had  not  from  probabilities  and  out- 
"  ward  appearances,  which  were  none  of  the 
"  most  promising ;  but  from  his  deep  concern 
"in  prayer  for  the  divine  providence  to  inter- 
"  pose  for  the  Reformation  ;  and,  indeed,  upon 
"  that  latter  scuffle  the  whole  of  the  Reforma- 

*  The  family  is  supposed  to  be  extinct.— Robertson's 
Ayrshire  Families,  Vol.  III.  p.  94  to  98. 

t  Vol.  V.  pp.  67,  68.,  MS.  in  the  Advocate's  Library. 

£  The  name  is  written  in  short- hand,  and  cannot  be 
deciphered. 
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"  tion  did  depend :  And  had  the  Queen  and  her 
"  party  prevailed,  Popery  had  been  introduced ; 
"  and  great  was  the  concern  he  and  all  serious 
"  Protestants  had  at  that  juncture,  and  God 
"  heard  them.  Under  this  prevailing  expecta- 
';  tion  of  an  entire  defeat,  he  told  the  Regent 
"  he  had  a  favour  to  beg;  and  that  was,  in  case 
u  they  went  on  to  a  fourfaulter  of  the  Queen's 
"  adherents,  he  had  a  friend  amongst  them,  and 
"  that  was  the  Sheriff  of  Ayr,  and  begged  that 
"  he  might  have  the  gift  of  his  estate  in  case 
"  of  a  defeat  and  fourfaulter.  The  Regent  told 
"  him,  that  it  was  soon  enough  to  dispose  of 
"  their  estates  when  they  were  fourfaulted,  and 
"  wished  he  might  not  be  out  in  his  assurance 
"  of  victory.  He  said  he  asked  only  the  gift  of 
"  his  friend's  estate  upon  that  supposition.  At 
"  length  the  Regent  promised  it  to  him  in  that 
"  event.  WhenKinzeancleughhadgotthegrant, 
"  he  signified  to  the  Regent  that  he  designed 
"  to  give  his  friend  his  estate  back  again,  add- 
"  ing,  he  was  but  a  youth,  and  bred  in  igno- 
"  ranee,  and  drawn  away  by  ill  company ;  but 
"  of  a  good  temper,  and  excellent  disposition, 
**  which  he  hoped  might  be  wrought  upon  by 
"  soft  measures,  and  he  hoped  effectually  to  gain 
"  him  to  the  Regent,  and  the  Reformation  too; 
"  and  hoped  he  would  be  of  very  great  use  to 
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"  the  Protestant  cause  in  the  West.  All  which 
"  came  directly  to  pass.  The  battle  was  gain- 
"  ed, — many  were  foul-faulted,  and  the  Sheriff 
"  of  Ayr's  estates  given  to  Kinzcancleugh,  and 
"he  gave  it  back,  and  brought  him  to  be  a  firm 
"  and  useful  Protestant ;  and  that  family,  since 
"  created  Lords  and  Earls  of  Loudon,  gave 
"  him  a  mill  and  some  lands  adjoining  Kinzean- 
"  cleugh,  as  a  token  of  their  gratitude  for  giving 
"  back  the  estate."  * 


The  only  copy  of  this  very  rare  Tract  known 
to  exist,  is  in  the  Library  of  David  Laing, 
Esq.,  who,  with  his  usual  liberality,  allowed  it 
to  be  reprinted. 

*  In  the  MS.,  Wodrow  has  put  his  pen  through  the 
passage,  and  marked,  "  insert  in  Biography."  This  refers 
to  a  Life  of  Campbell,  by  Wodrow,  which  appears  still 
to  exist  in  MS.  from  a  note  to  the  very  interesting  account 
of  the  FAMILY  of  SETON,  privately  printed  by  the  MATT- 
LAND  CLUB,  4to,  Glasgow,  1829,  where  a  more  extended 
version  of  the  story  (extracted  from  the  MS.)  occurs. 


TO  HIS  LOVING  SISTER 
IN  CHRIST,  ELIZABETH 
Campbel  of  Kinyeanclevgh. 

Grace  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and 

the  Lord  lesus  Christ  his  Sonne,  with,  the 

assistance  of  Gods  holy  spirit,  to 

the  end  and  in  the  end  : 

Amen. 


INDING  this  little  Trea 
tise,  (Sister,  dearelie  belo 
ved  in  Christ)  of  late  yeares 
amongst  my  other  Papers, 
which  I  made  about  twentie 
yeares  and  one  agoe.  Im- 
mediatlie  after  the  death  of 
your  godlie  Parentes  of  good  memory,  with 
whome  I  was  most  dearlie  acquainted  in  Christ, 


THE  EPISTLE 

by  reason  of  the  troble  I  suffered  in  those  daies 
for  the   good  cause,  wherin  God   made   them 
chiefe  comforters  vnto  me,  till  death  separated 
vs.  As  I  vewed  it  over,  and  reade  it  before  some 
godly  persones  of  late,  they  were  most  instant  with 
me,  that  I  woulde  suffer  it  to  come  to  light,  to 
the  stirring  vp  of  the   zeale  of   Gods  people 
amongst  vs,  which  now  beginneth  almost  to  be 
quenched  in  all  estates  none  excepted.     So  that 
the  saying  of  the  worthie  servaunt  of  God  lohne 
KnoXy   (among  many  other  his  fore-speakings) 
proueth  true,  that  is  ;   That  as  the  Gospel  entred 
among  vs,  and  was  receiued  with  feruencie  and 
heat :  so  he  feared  it  should  decay,  and  lose  the 
former  bewtie  through  coldnes,  and  lothsomnesse, 
howbeit  (as  he  said  many  times)  it  should  not  vt- 
terly  be  overthrown  in  Scotland,  til  the  camming 
of  the  Lord  lesus  to  iudgment,  in  spite  ofSathan, 
and  malice  of  al  his  slaues.     Howbeit,  indeed  it 
is  not  to  be  denied,  but  that  the  prophesie  of  that 
worthie  Martyr  M.  George  Wishart,  shal  proue 
as  true,  who,  prophecying  of  the  victorie  of  the 
trueth  shortly  to  folio  we  in  Scotland:  said,  but 
allace,  if  after  so  great  light  and  libertie  of  the 
Gospell  in  Scotland,  the  people  shall  become  vn- 
thankfull,  thenfearfull  and  terrible  shal  the  plagues 
be  that  after  shal  follow. 

But  to  the  purpose,  To  their  request  at  length 
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I  yeelded,  although  long  vnwilling,  in  respect  of 
the  basenesse  of  the  forme  of  writing,  which  yet 
at  the  time  of  the  making  thereof,  I  thought 
most  familiar  according  to  the  old  maner  of  our 
countrie,  to  moue  our  people  to  followe  the  ex 
ample  of  these  godly  persones  according  to  their 
callings  and  estate.  And  so  beeing  yet  put  in 
good  hope  that  it  would  profile,  I  was  contented 
it  should  bee  after  this  manner  published,  com 
mitting  the  issue  to  our  good  GOD,  who  worketh 
sometimes  by  base  meanes  to  some  profit  of  the 
Church,  according  to  his  good  pleasure.  The 
saying  also  of  Gregorie  Nazianzene,  writing  of 
Basile  the  great  after  his  death,  did  not  a  little 
incourage  me,  it  beeing  by  Gods  providence  in 
my  handes  when  I  was  about  to  write  this  :  The 
sense  whereof  followeth. 

It  is  a  thing  of  most  dutifull  affection,  to  com 
mend  the  memory  of  holy  persones  that  are  de 
parted,  especially  of  such  as  have  been  of  most  ex 
cellent  vertues,  whether  it  be  by  friends  or  stran 
gers  :  I  have  directed  it  vnto  you,  deare  Sister, 
by  name,  that  yee  may  make  your  profile  of  it 
in  particular,  for  confirming  you  by  the  woorthie 
example  of  your  Parents,  in  these  evill  and  de 
clining  daies,  in  that  godlie  course  of  Christiani- 
tie,  wherein  it  hath  pleased  GOD  to  make  you 
succeede  vnto  them,  no  lesse  than  to  the  world- 
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lie  heritage,  proceeding  rightly  from  them  to  you, 
after  the  death  of  their  onely  Sonne,  Nathaniel, 
your  Brother  :  though  not  without  your  crosse, 
your  masters  loving  badge,  given  to  you  to  beare, 
no  doubt  for  your  profite :  The  Lord  strengthen 
you  to  beare  it  to  his  glorie  and  your  comfort : 
And  so  I  ende  with  this  sentence  of  BASILE,  Take 
heede  to  your  selfe,  that  ye  may  take  heed  to  God. 

Farewell  in  Christ :   From  Edinburgh 
the  .24.  of  May,  1595. 

Your  assured  Friend  in  Christ, 
I.  D. 


A  MEMORIAL  OF  THE 
LIFE  OF  TWO  WOR- 

thie  Chriftians. 

En  Poets  in  all  times  before, 

Set  all  their  care  and  endeuore 
Of  worthie  perfons  for  to  write, 

When  euer  they  faw  them  delit, 
In  Wifdome  Juftice  or  manheid, 

Or  any  other  vertuous  deid : 
Yea  thogh  Vertue  it  had  not  bene, 
Gif  they  like  vertue  had  it  feene, 
The  Poets  of  all  former  daies, 

Would  neuer  ceafe  it  for  to  prayes : 
As  of  thofe  Campions  moft  ftrong, 

The  Troianes  and  the  Greeks  among : 
Did  Homer  write  and  Seneca, 

Virgil,  Quid  and  many  ma : 
Renowned  Romanes  to  rehearfe, 

Wants  not  their  worthies  put  in  verfe  : 
So  we  finde  deeds  of  vaffalage, 

Set  foorth  by  Poets  in  all  age, 
Euen  of  Grey-Jleill>  wha.  lift  to  luke, 
Their  is  fet  foorth  a  meikle  buke. 
Yea  for  to  make  it  did  them  gude, 

Of  that  rank  Rouer  Robene  Hude : 
Of  Robene  Hude  and  little  Johne, 

With  fik  like  Outlawes  many  one : 
As  Clim  of  the  Clewgh  and  CUddi/lie, 
Becaufe  of  their  fine  archerie : 
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Sen  men  I  fay  then  in  thofe  dales, 

Took  fo  great  labour  for  to  prayfe : 
Men  for  thefe  vaine  and  earthly  things, 

That  Imall  or  no  true  comfort  brings : 
Yea  oft  times  hurtfull  are  and  ill, 

To  lick  as  they  are  granted  till : 
Why  fhould  we  not  with  all  our  might, 

Write  in  thir  daies  of  fo  great  light : 
Of  faithfull  godly  men  and  wife, 

Who  for  the  trueth  durft  interprife : 
To  hazard  at  the  Lord's  command, 

All  that  they  had,  both  life  and  land : 
As  David's  worthies  had  their  prayes, 

Oars  mould  have  theirs  als  in  our  daies : 
Sik  dough  tie  deeds  of  Vaffalage, 

Should  be  remembred  in  all  age : 
Not  to  giue  flefli  the  praife  therfore, 

Bot  onelie  to  giue  God  the  glore : 
Who  fo  his  feruants  doth  endue, 

Unto  his  worke  with  all  vertue : 
That  both  vertue  may  praifed  be, 

And  alfo  our  pofteritie, 
May  finde  before  them  put  in  write, 

Wherein  their  fathers  did  delyte 
Not  in  the  dark  deeds  of  the  night, 

But  in  the  comely  waies  of  light : 
In  honeft  godly  life  and  cleane, 

And  fa  the  difference  betweene 
Us  that  Hues  now  in  time  of  light, 

Profeffing  trulie  in  Gods  light: 
And  them  that  liued  in  Papiftrie, 

In  blindnefs  and  Idolatrie : 
Unto  our  of-fpring  ihall  appeir, 

Whereby  the  leffon  they  may  leir : 

To 
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To  file  from  vice  and  vanitie, 

And  to  embrace  the  veritie. 
Likewife  they  that  Hues  in  this  age, 

Perfauing  deeds  of  Vaflalage : 
Stowtnes  in  God  and  conftancie, 

For  to  he  put  in  memorie : 
And  neuer  man  to  be  ouerfeene, 

That  frak  in  the  good  caufe  hes  bene : 
Sic  as  hes  fpirits  heroycall, 

Will  be  more  moued  herewithalh 
To  be  mair  valiant  ftowt  and  wife, 

In  euery  godly  iriterprife : 
The  lying  locufts  als  of  Rome, 

That  fpread  their  lies  through  Chriftendome  : 
By  their  Chronicklers  calumnies, 

Whome  they  hyre  to  write  hyftories  : 
Of  vs  and  our  Religion, 

Shall  be  brought  to  confufion  : 
When  they  fliall  be  made  to  confefle, 

The  good  lines  of  fome  who  profeffe, 
The  trueth  of  Chrift,  fpite  of  their  heartes, 

Heir  afWell  as  in  other  partes. 
So  mall  not  we  our  labours  lofe, 

That  writes  our  works  to  this  purpofe : 
Our  Gods  name  to  glorifie, 

And  Neighbours  for  till  edifie. 

Then  to  beginne  but  proces  more, 

We  have  had  worthie  men  before  : 
Of  all  degries  thefe  fyfteene  yeers, 

As  the  gude  Regent  with  his  feeres  : 
John  Knox  that  valyant  Conquerour, 

That  ftood  in  many  ftalward  ftour : 
For  Chrift  his  Maifter  and  his  word, 

And  many  moe  I  might  record  i 
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Some  yet  aliue,  fome  alfo  paft, 

Erie  Alexander,  is  not  laft, 
Of  Glencarne,  but  thefe  I  paffe  by, 

Becaufe  their  deeds  are  alreddy, 
By  fundrie  Poets  put  in  write, 

Quhilk  now  I  need  not  to  recite : 
But  forward  to  my  purpofe  fare, 

That  is,  to  fpeake  withoutin  mare : 
Of  twa  beft  liuers  that  led  life, 

Gude  Robert  Campbel  and  his  wife, 
Departed  baith  now  of  the  late, 

To  heauen's  bliffe  richt  well  I  wate : 
Sic  twa  I  knowe  not  where  to  finde, 

In  all  Scotland  left  them  behinde  : 
Of  fa  great  faith  and  charitie, 

With  mutuall  loue  and  amitie : 
That  I  wat  an  mair  heauenly  life, 

Was  neuer  betweene  man  and  wife : 
As  all  that  kend  them  can  declair, 

Within  the  fliirefdome  of  Air. 
But  to  be  plainer  is  no  ikaith, 

Of  furname  they  were  Campbells  baith : 
Of  ancient  blood  of  this  Cuntrie, 

They  were  baith  of  Genealogie : 
He  of  the  ihirefs  houfe  of  Air, 

Long  noble  famous  and  preclair : 
Scho  of  a  gude  and  godly  ftok, 

Came  of  the  old  houfe  of  Cefnok  : 
Quhais  Lard  of  many  yeares  bygaine, 

Profefled  Chrifts  Religion  plaine  : 
Yea  eightie  yeares  fenfyne  and  mare, 

As  I  heard  aged  men  declare : 
And  als  a  cunning  Scottilh  Clark, 

Called  Ali/ius  in  a  wark, 

Written 
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Written  to  IAMES  the  fift  our  King, 

Dois  this  man  for  his  purpofe  bring : 
Quha  being  to  the  scaffold  led, 

In  Edinburgh  to  have  thold  dead, 
For  Chrilts  Euangell  quhilk  he  red, 

by  James  the  fourth  from  death  was  fred  : 
Some  fayes  death  was  alfwel  prepard, 

For  Prieft  and  Lady  as  the  Lard  : 
This  ftorie  I  could  not  pafle  by, 

Being  fo  well  worth  memory  : 
Whereby  moft  clearlie  we  may  fee, 

How  that  the  Papifts  loudly  lie: 
Who  our  Religion  fo  oft  cald, 

A  faith  but  of  fiftie  yeare  aid : 
When  euen  in  Scotland  we  may  fee, 

It  has  been  mair  than  thrife  fiftie ; 
As  by  the  ftorie  ye  may  knaw, 

Of  Re/hby  burnt  before  Paule  Craw, 
The  thoufand  yeare  foure  hundreth  fiue, 

In  Perth,  while  Huffe  was  yet  aliue : 
Sa  of  thir  noble  Houfes  aid, 

Thir  twa  defcended  as  is  tald : 
They  had  gude  heritage  in  deede, 

Whereto  iuftlie  he  did  fucceede  : 
For  any  Gentleman  aneuch, 

Whais  cheif  ftyle  was  the  Kinyeancleugh : 
Standing  be-fowth  Machline  in  Kyle, 

About  thre  quarters  of  a  myle. 
But  to  our  purpofe  to  proceede, 

And  fpeake  of  him  who  was  the  heede 
Of  her  a  while  holding  our  toung, 

When  that  Religion  was  but  young, 
And  durft  not  plainlie  sfliew  her  face, 

For  tyrannic  in  publict  place : 
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Some  Preachers  did  till  him  refort, 

Where  mutuallie  they  gat  comfort : 
The  trueth  on  their  part  was  declard, 

No  temporal!  benefits  he  fpard : 
They  lacked  not  gude  intreatment, 

In  daylie  food  and  nurilhment : 
Gif  there  wes  mare  neceffitie, 

They  needed  not  to  craue  fupplie  : 
Sa  priuatelie  in  his  lodgeing, 

He  had  baith  prayers  and  preaching : 
To  tell  his  freinds  he  na  whit  dred, 

How  they  had  lang  been  blindlins  led : 
By  fhaueling  Papifts,  Monks  and  Friers, 

And  be  the  Paipe  thefe  many  yeares ; 
When  fome  Barrones  neere  hand  him  by, 

And  Noble  men  he  did  efpie, 
Of  auld  who  had  the  truth  profeft, 

To  them  he  quicklie  him  addreft : 
And  in  exhorting  was  not  flak, 

That  confutation  they  would  tak, 
How  orderlie  they  might  fuppreffe, 

In  thair  owne  bounds  that  Idole  meffe : 
In  place  thereof  fyne  preaching  plant, 

To  quhilk  fome  noble  men  did  grant : 
And  fo  their  cace  did  humblie  meene, 

Oft  to  the  Counfell  and  the  Queene, 
That  this  their  fute  might  be  effected, 

But  feing  it  meerely  neglected ; 
They  did  their  minds  freelie  difclofe, 

In  Counfell  fet  for  that  purpofe : 
Of  Queene  and  whole  Nobilitie, 

Protefting  in  humilitie, 
They  fought  no  alteration 

Of  State,  but  of  Religion  : 

That 
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That  Papiftrie  being  fuppreft, 

Chrift  might  be  preached  Eaft  and  Weft : 
And  feeing  they  were  Magiftrates, 

As  well  as  other  of  the  States  : 
They  would  not  fuffer  God  his  glore, 

In  their  bounds  thralled  any  more : 
Quhilk  they  did  foorie  performe  in  deede 

And  made  them  to  the  wark  with  fpeede : 
And  had  fome  preaching  publicllie, 

Where  people  came  maift  frequentlie : 
Whiles  among  woods  in  banks  and  brais, 

Whiles  in  the  Kirkyards  betide  their  fais : 
Thir  Novells  through  the  Countrie  ran, 

Quhilk  ftirred  vp  baith  wife  and  man : 
So  for  to  damne  that  deuillifh  merle, 

That  Papifts  could  them  not  fuppreffe : 
Then  Queers  and  cloifters  were  puld  down, 

In  fundrie  parts  of  this  Regioun  : 
But  whether  it  was  night  or  day, 

Gude  Robert  was  not  mift  away : 
When  they  puld  downe  the  Friers  of  Air, 

Speir  at  the  Friers  gif  he  was  thair : 
The  Lard  of  Carnale  yet  in  Kyle, 

Quha  was  not  fleipand  al  this  while ; 
And  Robert  wer  made  Meflengers, 

Send  from  the  reft  to  warne  the  Friers : 
Out  of  thofe  places  to  deludge, 

Howbeit  the  Carls  began  to  grudge : 
Either  with  good  will  or  with  ill, 

The  keyes  they  gaue  thir  twa  vntill : 
After  their  gudes  they  had  out  tane, 

So  greater  harme  the  Friers  had  nane : 
Far  vnlike  to  their  crueltie, 

In  their  marTacring  boutcherie : 


14  A  Memorial!  of  the  life 

Refembling  well  their  old  Father, 

Who  euer  was  a  murtherer : 
Authentic  was  hard  to  bide, 

Quhilk  Papifts  had  upon  their  fide : 
Or  rather  to  fpeak  properlie, 

Cheif  perfones  in  authoritie. 
Therefore  no  time  was  for  to  fleuth, 

To  them  who  did  profeffe  the  trueth : 
Howbeit  they  wanted  not  that  tyde, 

Chiefe  Counfellers  upon  their  fide : 
And  greateft  Nobles  not  a  fewe, 

And  of  all  other  States  anewe, 
Who  rightly  in  defence  might  Hand, 

Of  Gods  owne  caufe  they  had  in  hand : 
Profeffing  aye  obedience, 

In  ciuil  things  vnto  their  Prence : 
In  contrare  whereof  nane  can  fay, 

That  they  did  pra6life  night  or  day : 
In  caufe  of  reformation, 

Quhilk  ferues  for  confutation  : 
Of  all  our  enemies  eche  one, 

That  blames  vs  with  feditione, 
As  by  the  word  of  God  is  plaine : 

But  that  we  may  returne  againe : 
Then,  Robert  like  a  bufie  Bie, 

Did  ride  the  poft  in  all  Countrie . 
Baith  North  and  Sowth,  baith  Eaft  and  Weft, 

To  all  that  the  gude  caufe  profefl : 
Through  Angus,  Fyfe  and  Lawthiane, 

Late  iournies  had  he  many  ane : 
By  night  he  would  pafiTe  forth  of  Kyle, 

And  flip  in  ihortly  in  Argyle : 
Syne  to  Stratherne  and  to  all  parts, 

Where  he  knew  godly  zealous  hearts ; 

Exhorting 


of  two  worthie  Chriftians.  15 

Exhorting  them  for  to  be  ftoute, 

And  of  the  matter  haue  no  doubt : 
For  although  faid  he  we  be  few, 

Having  our  God  we  are  anew ; 
So  no  expenfes  he  did  fpare, 

Nor  trauells  to  ride  late  and  aire ; 
To  get  concurrance  from  all  partes, 

Which  was  obtaind  with  willing  hearts : 
So  great  this  wark  was  firft  to  band, 

To  plant  Religion  in  this  land : 
And  tantcB  molis  wes  this  gear, 

Religion  this  way  to  vprear ; 
Though  we  with  eafe  the  Kirnell  eate, 

The  fliel  was  not  broken  but  fweate : 
Thus  many  mirk  midnight  raid  he, 

And  that  all  for  the  libertie, 
Of  Chriftis  Kirk  and  the  Gofpell, 

Sic  carefull  trauells  I  you  tell : 
Deferues  well  gude  memorie, 

And  to  be  put  in  Poetrie : 
In  Englifh,  Latine,  Dutch  and  Dence, 

To  ftirre  vs  vp  with  diligence ; 
When  men  nowe  are  become  fo  cold, 

That  it  is  fhame  for  to  be  told, 
But  to  returne  vnto  our  tale, 

When  the  Cuntrie  was  moued  hale, 
To  make  to  wark  with  fpear  and  Iheild,  , 

He  was  not  hinmoft  on  the  fielde : 
Out  of  the  Weft  had  any  gane, 

He  miffed  neuer  to  be  ane, 
With  wifedome  manheid  and  counfall, 

He  comfort  thir  conventions  all ; 
Yea  no  Convention  leffe  nor  mair, 

Of  any  waight  but  he  was  thair : 
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Als  when  the  Gentlemen  of  Kyle, 

As  they  were  frakkeft  all  the  while : 
In  their  affemblies  would  chufe  out, 

Some  for  to  ride  the  poll  about, 
If  he  had  feene  them  once  refufe, 

By  any  manner  of  excufe, 
He  would  foone  fay,  trueth  is  doubtlefle, 

My  Brother  hes  fie  bufineffe : 
I  know  at  this  time  he  can  noght, 

But  there  ihall  be  nane  vther  fought : 
I  will  ryde  for  him  verilie, 

The  nixt  time  he  mail  ride  for  me : 
This  was  not  once  but  almoft  ay, 

So  neuer  did  their  purpofe  ftay, 
For  fault  of  polling  late  or  air : 

Bot  yet  or  I  paffe  further  mair, 
I  man  fpeak  fomething  of  his  Wife, 

Quha  neuer  made  bar  rat  nor  ftrife : 
Nor  this  his  doinge  did  difdaine, 

Was  neuer  man  heard  her  complaine 
As  many  wiues  in  the  Cuntrie, 

I  trow  had  luked  angerlie 
On  her  gude-man  who  at  all  tyde, 

Was  ay  fo  reddy  for  to  ryde  : 
For  fb  oft  ryding  could  not  mifle, 

Bot  to  procure  great  expenfis ; 
He  might  look  as  they  tell  the  tail, 

When  he  came  hame  for  euill  cooled  kail : 
Ze  haue  fo  meikle  gear  to  fpend, 

Ze  trow  neuer  it  will  haue  end ; 
This  will  make  you  full  bare  there  ben, 

Lat  fee  (fayes  me)  what  other  men, 
So  oft  ryding  a  field  ye  finde, 

Leaning  thair  owne  labour  behinde : 

This 
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This  and  farre  mare  had  oft  bene  told, 

Be  many  wiues,  yea  that  we  hold : 
Not  of  the  worft  in  all  the  Land, 

I  fpeak  not  of  that  balefull  band : 
That  Sathan  lies  fent  heir  away, 

With  the  black  fleete  of  Norroway : 
Of  whome  ane  with  her  Tygers  tong, 

Had  able  met  him  with  a  rong: 
And  reaked  him  a  rebegeaftor, 

Calling  him  many  warlds  weaftor ; 
Bot  latting  thir  euill  wiues  alane, 

This  gude  wife  murmuring  made  nane, 
Bot  ay  maiil  gladly  did  confent, 

To  that  wherewith  he  was  content : 
Reioyfing  that  he  had  fie  hart, 

For  Chriftis  Kirk  to  take  that  part : 
Quhilk  doubtlefle  was  ane  vertewe  rare, 

But  to  returne  to  him  but  mair, 
From  ryding  he  did  feldome  reft, 

Whiles  in  the  eaft  whiles  in  the  weft 
To  drawe  the  godly  in  ane  band, 

Impietie  for  to  withftand  : 
Quhilk  doubtlefle  did  the  caufe  great  gude, 

For  when  al-quhare  men  vnderftude, 
What  was  the  brethren s  minde  and  will, 

And  what  purpofe  they  made  them  till : 
They  interprized  in  all  parts, 

More  boldly  knowing  others  harts : 
This  day  I  think  we  may  perceaue, 

What  miffing  of  fie  men  we  haue : 
When  any  danger  dois  appeir, 

To  warne  the  godly  farre  and  neir 
Our  foes  now  here  do  vs  preuent, 

Who  euer  are  moft  diligent, 
b 
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And  flips  no  time,  though  we  be  flaw, 

Themfelues  together  for  to  drawe  : 
God  fteir  fome  vp  fen  he  is  gane, 

That  coft  nor  trauell  fpared  nane : 
There  was  no  gathering  Eaft  nor  Weft, 

Saint  Johneftone  raid  with  all  the  reft  : 
Bot  he  was  euer  there  for  ane, 

The  warres  fo  endit  then  and  gane : 
His  counfale  in  the  reformation, 

Was  well  heard  be  the  Congregation : 
At  the  Affemblies  Generale, 

He  was  aye  with  his  gude  counfale. 
What  lhall  I  fay  fen  we  began, 

I  wate  well  a  mair  carefull  man 
Not  fparing  trauells,  paines  nor  coft, 

Was  not  in  all  the  Lords  hoft : 
Becaufe  then  he  was  fo  fincere, 

And  feruent  baith  in  peace  and  weare : 
His  Name  grew  famous  in  all  art, 

The  godly  loued  him  with  their  hart : 
There  was  fewe  but  heard  well  aneugh, 

Of  Robert  of  the  Kinyeancleugh : 
But  the  gude  Regent  by  the  reft, 

Of  all  men  loued  Robert  beft  : 
He  fa  we  in  him  fie  feruencie, 

Sic  ftowtnels  with  finceritie 
He  might  oft  gotten  great  reward, 

But  no  fie  thing  he  did  regard : 
He  was  voide  of  all  couatyce, 

And  was  leaft  fubie6l  to  that  vyce : 
And  to  the  loue  of  worldly  wrake, 

Of  any  man  that  euer  fpake  : 
His  confciencc  he  would  not  grieue, 

No  worldly  goods  for  to  atchieue  : 

The 
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The  half  teinds  of  hale  VCHILTRIE, 

He  did  giue  ouer  moft  willinglie  ; 
Quhilk  his  forbears  had  pofleft, 

For  Sacriledge  he  did  deleft  : 
The  minifter  he  put  therein, 

God  grant  that  as  he  did  begin, 
That  all  the  reft  that  dois  poffefle, 

The  teinds  of  Scotland  more  and  lefle, 
Maift  wrangouflie,  wald  them  reftore 

As  gude  Robert  hes  gone  before  : 
Bot  no  appearance  we  can  fee, 

That  they  will  do  it  willinglie : 
For  all  the  fummoning  hes  bene, 

By  Gods  Heraulds  thefe  yeares  fyftene, 
Though  I  think  they  Ihould  feare  to  touch  them, 

Becaufe  that  teinds  did  never  rich  them : 
That  hes  meld  with  them  to  this  day, 

Yet  no  appearance  is  I  fay, 
That  euer  they  fhall  with  them  twin, 

While  God  of  heauen  himfelfe  begin : 
With  force  quhilk  no  man  may  withftand, 

To  pluck  them  cleane  out  of  their  hand : 
Quhilk  fhall  be  to  their  wrak  and  wo, 

Becaufe  they  would  not  let  them  go : 
For  no  forewarning  he  could  fend, 

When  they  had  time  and  fpace  to  mend : 
Though  nowe  this  Sacriledge  feeme  fweet, 

Their  of-fpring  ftiall  haue  caufe  to  greet  : 
When  God  ftiall  call  them  for  the  wrong, 

Done  to  him  and  his  Kirk  fo  long : 
Bot  to  returne  againe  but  more, 

Good  Robert  did  thofe  teinds  reftore : 
Whereby  maift  clearly  we  may  fee, 

That  na  wayes  couetous  was  bee : 
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Bot  gentle  kinde  and  liberal], 

To  all  that  needed  great  and  fmall : 
And  chieflie  to  the  godlie  houfe, 

He  liberall  was  and  harberous : 
Ane  number  of  the  poore  nightlie, 

In  Kinyeandeugh  gat  harberie  : 
Whome  after  fupper  he  gart  call, 

To  be  examined  in  the  hall : 
Of  Lords  prayer  and  Beleefe, 

And  ten  Com  maun  ds  for  to  be  briefe. 
Gif  that  he  found  them  ignorant, 

Unto  his  place  they  durft  not  haunt : 
Unto  the  time  they  learned  all, 

Alfo  his  feruands  he  did  call : 
And  euery  Sabboth  him  before, 

To  giue  a  reckoning  there  but  more : 
Of  chiefe  heades  of  Religion, 

So  they  got  great  inftruclion : 
Wherefore  lohn  Knox>  that  man  of  God, 

Perceauing  Robert  to  be  od : 
In  cairfulnes  and  feruencie, 

In  foundnefs  and  integritie : 
And  for  to  be  of  gifts  maift  rare, 

With  him  wes  maift  familiare : 
For  his  Religion  was  not  vaine, 

Nor  na  lip-labor  I  make  plaine  : 
Bot  it  wes  baith  in  heart  and  deed, 

Quhilk  from  ane  true  faith  did  proceed : 
When  gude  lohn  Knox  for  tyrannic, 

At  fome  times  was  compeld  to  flie : 
Gude  Robert  wes  aye  be  his  fyde, 

Baith  night  and  day  to  be  his  gyde : 
In  trouble  and  adverfitie, 

They  keeped  others  companie : 

While 
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While  at  the  laft  death  did  them  twin, 
Quhilk  at  John  Knox  did  firft  begin : 
From  time  Robert  fa  we  him  depart, 

He  thrifted  ever  from  his  hart : 
That  he  might  followe  haiftelie, 

Quhilk  wifti  he  did  obtaine  fliortlie: 
For  he  had  not  long  dayes  here, 

Efter  lohn  Knox  wes  brought  on  here 
As  afterward  I  fhall  make  plaine, 

Bot  while  on  earth  he  did  remaine : 
His  onely  diligence  and  cair, 

Wes  to  ferue  God  baith  late  and  air : 
Alfwell  in  weere  as  tyme  of  peace. 
His  godly  courage  did  not  ceafe : 
As  might  be  known  when  he  did  weild, 

His  wepons  at  the  Lang-Jide  Feild : 
When  our  men  breifted  vp  the  bank, 
He  wes  there  in  the  formoft  rank : 
Bot  yet  or  thay  began  to  yoke, 

Immediatelie  before  the  choke, 
His  floghorne  I  cannot  paffe  by, 

Our  men  on  his  left  hand  gan  cry : 
A  Hume,  a  Hume,  with  voces  fhill, 

Ane  vther  voce  vpon  the  hill : 
He  heard  crying  a  DowglaJJe  faft, 

Then  burfted  Robert  forth  at  laft  : 
And  cryed  with  mightie  voice  abrode, 
O  our  good  God,  O  our  good  God : 
Quhilk  wes  mair  fear  full  to  his  Fais, 

Nor  all  the  voces  there  that  rais : 
We  fee  in  flelh  he  nothing  boftis, 

His  truft  was  in  the  Lord  of  Hoils : 
He  was  perf waded  certainlie, 
Or  they  began  of  victorie : 
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As  the  efcheat  quhilk  he  obteind, 

Before  the  field  of  a  chiefe  freind : 
Wha  wes  vpon  the  contrare  fyde, 

With  all  that  there  with  him  wold  ryde : 
Whais  name  I  need  not  till  exprefle, 

Of  his  foreknowledge  hure  witneffe : 
Where  alfo  we  haue  to  confidder, 

How  that  thir  twa  fpak  not  togidder, 
Before  that  Feild  many  a  day, 

And  yet  Gude  Robert  did  not  ftay : 
Before  hand  to  take  his  efcheit, 

And  that  all  for  his  Freinds  proffeit : 
Quhilk  wes  a  taken  on  his  part, 

Of  a  moil  kinde  and  louing  hart : 
I  trow  fewe  men  wold  haue  done  fo, 

But  to  our  purpofe  let  vs  go : 
He  ftood  then  in  that  ftalward  itowre, 

Where  there  were  many  dintis  dowre : 
So  in  that  brunt  maift  valyantly, 

That  day  he  did  full  dowghtely  : 
While  victory  wes  on  our  fide, 

And  enemies  no  more  might  bide : 
That  day  ane  pleafant  Feild  fand  he, 

As  his  Sur-name  dois  fignifie : 
So  evermore  fen  we  began, 

He  hes  bene  ane  maift  conftant  man  : 
Not  whiles  on  this  fide,  whiles  on  that, 

As  barnes  vfe  to  flae  the  wyld-cat : 
Quhilk  {hall  make  his  name  laft  for  ay, 

In  honour  vnto  Domifday : 
Where  as  ftarters  from  fyde  to  fyde, 

Who  be  the  gude  caufe  did  not  byde  : 
Shall  leaue  their  names  eternallie, 

In  ihame  to  their  pofteritie ; 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe  Gods  caufe  they  did  bot  mock, 

Ay  turning  with  the  Wedder-cock : 
Where  they  that  with  the  Lord  indure, 

Shall  finde  his  loue  conftant  and  fure : 
As  it  appeareth  wele  ynough, 

In  Robert  of  the  Kinyeandeugh : 
Whome  God  did  honour  every  way, 

In  life  and  death  and  fhall  for  ay. 
No  we  befide  this  great  careful  neffe, 

In  reformations  gude  fucceffe : 
I  wait  a  mare  peaceable  man. 

Was  neuer  fen  the  warld  began : 
Among  Neighbours  for  to  make  peace, 

God  granted  him  a  fingular  grace : 
So  wifely  he  could  matters  dreffe, 

With  Judgement  and  fie  vprightneffe  : 
That  euen  Papifts  would  not  refufe 

This  Ireneus  for  to  chufe : 
In  warldly  caces,  for  they  kend, 

Ane  iote  from  right  he  wald  not  bend : 
For  no  man  leuand  freind  nor  fa, 

I  trow  he  left  fewe  marrowes  ma : 
The  Nobills  haill  out  through  the  weft, 

Baith  Proteftants  and  all  the  reft : 
His  great  wifedome  did  reverence,         Tfc 

Sa  that  in  things  of  importance : 
His  counfell  they  did  fute  and  craue, 

In  their  affaires  and  it  receaue : 
His  labours  he  did  not  deny, 

To  pure  nor  rich  that  dwelt  him  by : 
So  to  the  Weft  he  made  fie  fteade, 

That  they  may  fare  lament  his  dead  : 
I  trowe  fie  miffing  of  a  man, 

Wes  not  in  Kyle  fen  it  began  : 
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As  the  lamenting  every  whare, 

Out  through  that  Cuntrie  dois  declare : 
Bot  chiefly  pittie  is  to  heare, 

His  tennants  pure  with  drery  cheare : 
And  heauie  harts  making  their  mone, 

That  their  good  Maifter  now  is  gone : 
Quha  in  no  fort  did  them  opprefle, 

Bot  wes  their  comfort  in  diftreffe : 
He  tuke  payment  aye  as  they  might, 

And  neuer  preaffed  them  to  hight : 
Nor  ouer  their  heades  to  fet  their  rowmes, 

Nor  make  them  pure  with  great  greffowmes : 
He  neuer  warned  man  to  flit 

Except  himfelfe  had  wy  te  of  it : 
Be  vnthrift,  fluggifhnes  and  flewth : 

Or  by  contempt  of  God  his  trewth : 
With  fie  na  wayes  he  could  agree, 

That  they  fhould  tennants  to  him  to  be : 
Moft  like  vnto  good  Davids  deed, 

The  hundreth  one  Pfalme  as  we  reed : 
Yea  he  wald  craib  and  much  difdaine, 

Gif  they  had  tane  Gods  name  in  vaine : 
Thir  tennants  dowbtles  were  happie, 

That  fie  a  Matter  had  as  he ; 
They  wanted  not,  he  had  yneugh, 

At  hame  within  the  Kinyeancleugh : 
It  did  him  gude  to  fee  them  thriue, 

Quhilk  made  ilk  ane  with  other  ftriue : 
Quha  fliould  beft  feruice  to  him  make, 

And  for  to  pleafe  him  be  maift  frake : 
His  wife  alfo  was  of  his  minde, 

Though  many  be  not  of  her  kinde : 
Bot  on  their  Hufbands  daylie  harp, 

That  to  their  tennants  they  be  fharp : 

Thinking 
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Thinking  their  Hate  can  na  wayes  left, 

Except  their  pure-anes  he  oppreft : 
So  that  they  haue  not  vntane  vp, 

Or  Beltane  come  to  hyte  or  fup : 
Syne  hes  their  Soramer  maill  to  by, 

Wherefore  they  man  fell  iheep  and  Ky : 
Quhilk  dois  vndoe  in  this  Cuntrie, 

The  maift  part  of  our  Yeamanrie : 
And  brings  great  hurt  ye  may  be  fure, 

Als  to  lie  matters  of  thir  pure : 
Who  be  this  {harp  nipping  are  wrakked, 

While  they  themfelues  are  farre  worfe  ftakked : 
And  hes  les  luk  baith  but  and  ben, 

Nor  when  there  was  gude  hufbandmen : 
That  to  the  Lard  gude  feruice  made, 

And  bakkit  him  vnto  the  rade : 
With  bread  and  beefe  vnto  the  boyes, 

That  nowe  I  wat  not  wha  deftroies : 
But  to  returne  againe  but  mare, 

Gude  Roberts  Tennants  fighes  full  far< 
That  their  gude  Maifter  they  do  want, 

Quhilk  they  do  not  but  caufe  I  grant : 
But  whairto  fhould  I  fpeak  of  tha, 

He  was  a  Freind  to  many  ma : 
Yea,  and  ma  than  I  can  declare, 

As  men  can  beft  meane  their  owne  fare : 
For  in  all  parts  baith  North  and  Sowth, 

They  haue  Gude  Robert  in  their  mouth : 
The  godly  cheifly  in  all  arts, 

His  death  lamented  from  their  harts : 
lohn  lohnftone  writer  well  might  fay, 
He  mift  a  fpeciall  Freind  that  day : 
BARGANIE  als  may  fay  the  fame, 

And  many  ma  whome  I  could  name : 
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Bot  how  and  where  he  did  difceace, 

I  will  declare  nowe  in  this  place : 
As  I  haue  fhawen  you  heirtofore, 

Of  his  great  trauells  evermore : 
For  rich  and  pure,  for  freind  and  fa, 

He  endit  euen  his  life  time  fa : 
For  laft  his  cheife  and  kins-man  deir, 

The  young  SHIREF  of  Air  but  weir: 
Whome  Robert  loued  tenderly, 

For  the  many  gude  qualitie  : 
In  that  young  plant  he  fa  we  appeare, 

Of  age  not  paffing  t  wen  tie  yeare : 
Sic  as  wifedome  and  lawlineffe, 

Kindnes  of  heart  with  truftineffe : 
A6Huitie  and  gude  courage, 

As  may  be  found  in  fie  ane  age : 
Quhilk  gifts  I  pray  God  may  incres, 

With  God's  true  feare  and  zealoufnes : 
Now  this  his  chiefe  and  kinfman  toe, 

Hauing  fome  biffin es  adoe  : 
In  Galloway,  therein  welefar, 

With  his  gude  father  Lochinvar : 
Defired  Robert  for  to  ryde, 

With  him  in  companie  that  tyde : 
That  there  his  counfell  he  might  vfe, 

Gude  Robert  wald  him  not  refufe : 
Bot  rayd  with  him  maift  willinglie, 

To  doe  all  friendly  dewitie  : 
On  Gude- Fry  day,  when  Sun  was  fett, 

All  in  Dammellintone  we  mett : 
For  this  time  God  provyded  me, 

In  Roberts  companie  to  be : 
Where  I  fawe  all  things  more  and  leffe, 

That  came  to  paffe  in  this  progreffe : 

In 
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In  earth  he  onely  at  that  houre, 

In  trouble  was  my  comfortoure : 
The  caufe  at  length  of  all  this  cace, 

I  have  Ihawen  in  an  other  place : 
There  were  we  welcome  with  the  hart, 

Unto  that  kinde  Lord  of  Cathkart : 
With  whome  we  lodged  all  that  night, 

The  nixt  day  raid  to  Rufto  right : 
Where  that  moft  noble  Laird  foretald, 

Dwelt  for  the  time  with  his  houihald : 
Nowe  all  that  day  while  there  we  raid, 

Gude  Robert  was  as  blyth  and  glaid  : 
As  euer  he  had  bene  before, 

So  when  we  were  come  there  but  more, 
The  Princely  houfe  that  we  fawe  there, 

I  am  not  able  to  declare : 
It  wald  confume  large  tyme  and  fpace, 

To  tell  the  order  of  that  place : 
What  comelie  feruice  but  and  ben, 

With  the  great  number  als  of  men  : 
That  do  aflemble  in  that  Hall, 

At  melted  tyme  as  we  it  call  : 
Whereto  Ihould  I  ought  of  it  fay, 

For  it  is  like  a  young  Abbay : 
Abundance  baith  of  meat  and  drinke, 

To  man  and  boy  at  burde  and  binke : 
With  or  dour  and  ciuilitie, 

That  might  ferue  in  the  in  countrie  : 
Now  Robert  at  tyme  of  Supper, 

According  to  his  graue  maner : 
Did  talke  of  matters  modeftlie, 

Quhilk  alwaies  were  to  edifie : 
Quhairto  the  Larde  gaue  right  gude  eare, 

The  reft  with  filence  als  did  heare : 
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So  fupper  done  our  prayers  red, 

We  bound  us  fhortly  to  our  bed : 
For  Robert  had  ane  vfe  al-whare, 

With  God  to  be  familiare, 
Be  publict  prayer  Euen  and  Morne, 

His  houfe  and  familie  beforne  : 
And  by  that,  when  he  was  at  hame, 

Twife  in  the  day  he  thought  no  iliame  : 
To  paffe  vntill  his  wood  neerby, 

Upon  his  God  to  call  and  cry : 
With  many  fobbe  and  iigh  for  finne, 

That  momently  he  did  fall  in : 
And  for  the  great  rebellion, 

Of  this  unhappie  Nation  : 
So  plaine  vnthankfull  in  all  places, 

To  our  gude  God  for  his  great  graces  : 
Gif  this  gude  man  fight  every  day, 

Allace  what  fliall  we  wretches  fay  : 
Quha  twife  perchance  enters  not  in, 

In  halfe  a  yeare  to  figh  for  finne : 
Gif  this  gude-man  wha  tuke  fie  care, 

To  ferue  his  God  baith  late  and  are : 
Found  fo  great  matter  of  mourning, 

Within  and  out  Morne  and  Euening : 
What  vglie  filth  and  floods  of  fin, 

Think  we  wretches  is  vs  within  : 
That  takes  no  thought  of  right  or  wrang, 

Bot  ane  day  come  ane  other  gang : 
And  lets  hale  moneths  whiles  paffe  by, 

Ourfelues  or  we  begin  to  try: 
To  what  hudge  heaps  growes  finne  trow  we, 

In  vs  this  time  that  we  overfee : 
I  fpeak  not  of  meere  godleffe  men, 

That  God  and  all  goodnes  miiken : 

And 
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And  thinks  their  onely  happineffe, 

In  wicked  life  and  filthineffe : 
Bot  of  our  felues  now  I  fpeak  here, 

Profeffing  vs  Gods  children  deere  : 
Alace,  what  caufe  haue  we  to  murne, 

For  finne.     Bot  now  let  vs  returne : 
On  Eafter  euen,  to  beds  we  paft, 

Where  all  that  night  he  gat  gude  reft  : 
Bot  mare  reft  he  gat  little  heir, 

While  his  body  was  brought  on  beir : 
For  on  Pafche  day  after  he  rais, 

In  tyme  of  putting  on  his  dais  : 
He  fayes,  my  head  is  fomewhat  fare, 

Quhilk  fore  fank  in  minde  but  mare  i 
The  prayers  done,  he  fayes  but  lane, 

I  trow  I  man  lye  downe  agane : 
Bot  yet  I  will  go  forth  and  fee, 

Gif  that  my  head  will  better  be  : 
Sa  paffing  forth  could  not  remaine, 

Bot  forced  till  come  in  againe : 
In  naked  bed  laid  him  downe  thare, 

It  was  his  dead  ill,  what  ftiuld  mare  : 
Bot  twa  daies  paft  or  any  kend, 

What  feiknes  this  was  God  him  fend  : 
Thairafter  we  perfaued  plaine. 

That  the  hotte  feauers  brought  that  paine : 
All  meanes  were  vfed  him  to  cure, 

With  diligence  ye  may  be  fare : 
That  were  thought  meet  to  make  him  hale, 

Bot  mannis  trauel  cannot  avale : 
Againft  the  purpofe  of  the  Lord, 

Bot  this  one  thing  I  man  record : 
The  Larde  and  Lady  of  that  place, 

Were  wondrous  careful  in  this  cace : 
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And  vifite  him  baith  frequentlie, 

Commanding  things  abundantlie  : 
Be  their  feruands  to  be  brought  there, 

That  needful  were  and  neceffere : 
The  young  Shireff  feing  the  cace, 

How  his  dear  kinfman  in  that  place  : 
Wha  for  his  caufe  was  then  come  thare, 

Sa  farre  from  hame  handled  fa  fare : 
With  heauie  heart  did  iigh  and  mone, 

That  he  was  like  to  lofe  fie  one  : 
Wha  was  fa  louing  kinde  and  wife, 

And  needful  in  all  interprife : 
The  Shireff's  wife  with  hart  full  fare, 

Him  vifited  alfo  late  and  are : 
Though  I  fpeak  nothing  of  myfell, 

There  had  I  the  ftrongft  battel : 
That  to  that  day  on  earth  I  fand, 

Quhilk  few  folk  there  did  vnderftand  : 
For  as  na  man  there  hot  onely  he, 

Knewe  my  ftate  and  adverlitie : 
Quhilk  is  not  needfull  heere  to  fhaw, 

Bot  God  quha  did  my  trouble  knaw : 
Quho  neuer  left  me  in  diftrefle, 

That  time  left  me  not  comfortlefle  : 
Bot  after  fighting  dayes  thrie, 

At  lenght  granted  fie  vi6lorie  : 
That  I  was  gladly  weill  content, 

To  God  his  will  for  to  confent : 
Whether  it  fliould  be  death  or  life, 

That  God  would  fend  him  without  ftrife  : 
For  like  Heathen  we  Ihould  not  be, 

That  mournes  but  meafure  as  we  fee : 
Sen  we  know  we  fall  meet  againe, 

In  beauen  for  euer  to  remaine  : 

Whereto 
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Whereto  gif  I  had  not  tane  tent, 

I  had  great  matter  to  lament  : 
To  me  he  was  fo  comfortable, 

It  to  exprefle  I  am  not  able  : 
Alfwell  in  comfort  fpirituall, 

As  in  thefe  comforts  temporall : 
And  that  all  for  the  lufe  he  bare, 

To  me  in  Chrift  ye  may  be  fure : 
In  tyme  of  this  his  fickneffe  fare, 

He  made  me  read  baith  late  and  are : 
The  whole  Pfalmes  twife  ouer  in  profe, 

That  ferved  moft  for  his  purpofe : 
Als  in  the  tyme  that  there  he  lay, 

The  waightie  words  that  he  did  fay  : 
And  godly  fentences  maift  hie, 

Were  worthie  of  all  memorie  : 
Gif  that  the  ihortnes  of  our  Ryme, 

Had  vs  permitted  at  this  tyme  : 
Yet  this  may  well  be  mentiond  heere, 

He  faid  to  me,  brother  drawe  neere : 
I  haue  bene  fighting  heere  this  hour, 

And  nowe  am  ftanding  in  the  ftoure : 
With  Sathan  that  old  enemie, 

Obie6ting  this  moft  earneftly : 
Though  I  did  godlines  pretend, 

Gods  gloir  yet  did  I  not  defend : 
When  I  heard  men  blafpheme  his  name, 

In  Land  and  Burgh,  a  Field,  at  hame : 
Keeping  filence  and  wift  not  why, 

This  in  my  eare  he  nowe  dois  cry : 
Urgeing  my  great  hypocrifie, 

Bot  I  am  fure  of  vi6lorie  : 
In  this  point  as  in  many  other, 

Through  my  deare  Chrift,  yet  hereof  brother : 
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I  thought  good  warning  you  to  giue, 

That  while  on  earth  here  ye  do  Hue : 
Ye  take  heed  how  ye  run  your  race, 

Againe  ye  come  to  this  my  cace  : 
God  grant  heirof  I  make  true  vfe, 

Where  euer  I  heare  fie  ahufe  : 
That  faithfull  here  I  may  be  found : 

Sen  God  fo  ftraightly  hes  me  bound : 
To  do  my  Chriftian  dewitie, 

In  Haying  fo  great  blafphemie : 
Quhilk  fo  aboundeth  far  and  neir. 

That  forrowfull  it  is  to  heir : 
Alace  gif  Sathan  durfl  accufe, 

This  feruent  man  who  ay  did  vfe : 
All  meanes  fie  f  wearers  to  amend, 

The  moft  of  any  mair  I  kend : 
How  fearfull  will  his  onfet  be, 

On  many  one  in  this  Cuntrie : 
The  feare  of  God  wha  dois  profeffe, 

Yea  mair,  quhilk  I  vg  to  expreffe : 
Some  that  fhould  feafon  with  their  fait, 

Others  ar  guiltie  of  this  fait : 
Wha  can  fit  ftill  and  smoothlie  heere, 

Their  companie  baith  banne  and  fwere  r 
Which  euill  cuftome  drawes  on  alfo, 

Themfelues  to  fwearing  or  they  go : 
Great  caufe  fal  fie  haue  to  lament, 

Except  in  tyme  they  do  repent : 
His  other  fpeaches  all  are  pend, 

In  profe  as  after  fhall  be  kend  : 
He  craued  one  thing  feruentlie, 

That  he  might  end  this  miferie  : 
From  time  he  fawe  fome  of  the  Kirk, 

Not  vprightly  beginne  to  wirk. 

Bot 
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Bot  Chrift  his  caufe  for  to  betray, 

This  fpeach  on  dead  bed  when  he  lay : 
He  vttered  oft  with  hart  full  fare, 

Crauing  diffoluing  without  mare  : 
Bot  chieflie  fen  the  Aflemblie, 

Halden  the  date  of  feuentie  thrie : 
And  faxt  of  March  where  many  man, 

In  Edinburgh  aflembled  than  : 
The  double  dealing  he  faw  thare, 

Paft  neuer  from  his  heart  but  mare  : 
Na  feiknes  could  make  him  forget, 

That  laft  Aflemblie  as  it  fet: 
Touching  the  quhilk  what  he  fpake  thare, 

Now  is  not  needfull  to  declare  : 
Gods  iuft  Judgements  he  did  forefee, 

Approaching  faft  to  this  Cuntrie : 
When  fome  faid  Sir,  why  do  you  craue, 

So  earneftly  this  lyfe  to  laue ; 
He  fayd  Brethren,  fawe  ye  I  wifle, 

The  fight  I  fee  of  heauenly  blifle : 
And  contrarewife,  gif  ye  did  fee, 

A  blink  of  that  great  mifery : 
That  vnto  Scotland  faft  doth  by, 

Ye  wald  wifh  death  as  well  as  I : 
So  great  is  our  ingratitude, 

Perfauing  then  for  to  conclude  : 
That  he  wes  to  depart  this  life, 

He  fent  hame  quicklie  for  his  wife  : 
Quha  but  all  tarying  came  thare, 

Fra  Ihe  got  word  with  heart  full  fare : 
She  raid  that  willbme  wearie  way, 

Neir  fourtie  myles  on  Law  Sunday  : 
Be  flie  had  beene  there  dayes  thrie, 
He  parted  from  this  miferie  : 
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Till  heauens  bliffe  I  am  right  fure, 

His  foule  on  Thurfday  next  did  fure  : 
So  gude  lohn  Knox  he  followed  fone, 

Within  a  yeare  and  halfe  was  gone : 
Then  did  the  Lard  of  Lochinvar, 

With  all  the  Cuntrie  far  and  nair, 
In  ane  litter  his  corps  hring  downe, 

On  Fryday  to  Dammellintoune  : 
That  night  fyfteene  nights  he  did  ly, 

There  blyth  and  glaid  as  he  came  by : 
That  night  his  body  brought  on  heir, 

An  haiftie  change  we  may  fee  heir : 
In  earth  is  na  mair  conftancie, 

Then  wherefore  pride-full  Ihould  we  be : 
Or  in  thefe  earthlie  things  confyde, 

As  we  were  euer  heir  to  byde : 
Sen  we  fee  all  of  women  borne, 

Bot  this  day  heir  away  to  morne : 
Bot  ane  kennis  not  another  gude, 

On  Saterday  then  to  conclude : 
The  four  and  twentie  of  Aprile, 

The  Lairds  and  Gentil-men  of  Kyle . 
Yea  baith  of  high  and  lawe  degrie, 

Met  him  there  with  fie  Affemblie : 
As  was  not  feene  in  Kyle  before, 

This  hundreth  yeares  and  many  more : 
Many  wette  cheaks  at  that  meeting, 

There  might  be  feene  with  fare  fighing  : 
It  wald  haue  made  anes  hart  full  fare, 

To  fee  the  meeting  that  was  thare : 
Though  they  knewe  he  was  well  but  doubt, 

Yet  their  affections  burfted  out : 
And  could  not  let  them  to  lament, 

For  lofle  of  fie  an  Inftrument : 

So 
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So  they  receiued  the  corps  that  day, 

JFrom  Lochinvar  and  Galloway : 
And  with  all  honour  did  it  bring-, 

Unto  the  Kirkyard  of  Machling  : 
Where  they  did  buric  him  but  mare, 

And  fa  I  leaue  him  lyand  thare : 
And  will  fpeake  fomething  of  his  wife, 

Wha  fhortly  after  left  this  life : 
For  as  thay  were  baith  ioynd  in  hart, 

Sa  death  almoft  could  not  them  part 
And  as  in  life  thay  did  agrie, 

So  death  could  not  keepe  them  fundrie : 
For  in  Apr  He  the  twenty  tway, 

He  did  depart  in  Galloway  : 
In  lune  next  ihe  gaue  vp  the  gholt, 

About  the  midil  of  it  almoft  : 
In  the  hote  feauer  fhe  alfo, 

Out  of  this  miferie  did  go : 
In  lames  Bannateins  houfe  of  Air, 

For  ftiort  before  ihe  had  paft  thare : 
Thinking  to  Hue  moft  quietly, 

Among  that  godly  company : 
For  the  hale  race  of  all  that  lions, 

Of  Kinyeandeugh  are  right  zealous : 
And  of  lang  tyme  lies  fa  bene  kend, 

The  Lord  affift  them  to  the  end : 
For  Robert  and  this  lames  of  Air9 

Sifter  and  brother  barnis  ware : 
And  fa  nane  meeter  ihe  could  finde, 

For  to  remaine  withall  behinde : 
Bot  God  had  ordaind  what  ihould  mair, 

That  Ihe  ihould  end  her  life  in  Air  : 
Fra  her  huiband  wes  brought  on  beir, 
She  had  no  pleafure  longer  heir : 
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Bot  did  delire  moft  hartfullie, 

At  Gods  pleafure  with  him  to  be : 
Quhilk  fhe  obteined  in  fhort  fpace, 

And  fo  was  carried  to  that  place : 
In  the  Kirkyarde  where  he  dois  ly, 

Of  Machling  and  layd  hard  him  by : 
Lang  may  ye  feek  to  finde  fie  tway, 

As  God  there  nowe  hes  tane  away : 
For  what  man  he  was  I  haue  told, 

Of  fingular  graces  manifold : 
And  as  for  her  the  trueth  to  tell, 

Among  women  fhe  bure  the  bell : 
During  her  daies  in  her  degrie, 

In  godlines  and  honeftie : 
Of  Judgement  rypeft  in  Gods  Law, 

Of  any  woman  that  I  knaw : 
In  Gods  buke  fhe  was  fo  verfeit, 

That  fcarce  wald  men  trow  to  rehearfe  it : 
Of  fo  excellent  memorie, 

And  als  of  fie  dexteritie : 
Gods  word  to  vfe  to  her  comfort, 

And  theirs  who  did  to  her  refort : 
That  her  to  heare  it  was  delyte, 

In  Scriptures  ihe  was  fo  perfyte : 
Quhilk  was  not  words  and  babling  vaine, 

Bot  words  with  knawledge  ioynd  certaine : 
Quhilk  in  her  life  Ihe  did  expreffe, 

By  doing  as  ihee  did  profefFe  : 
All  Gods  true  feruants  far  and  neir, 

She  did  efteim  as  Freinds  moft  deir : 
And  neuer  loued  focietie, 

With  any  godleffe  companie  : 
Baith  wife  and  provident  was  ftio, 
In  houihold  things  fhe  had  ado : 

Quhat 
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Quhat  ihould  I  fay,  this  woman  od, 

Was  his  great  comfort  vnder  God : 
And  doubtles  was  of  God  a  blefling, 

Of  fpeciall  gifts  after  his  wiftiing : 
So  for  to  end  as  I  began, 

I  wait  fie  ane  woman  and  man : 
Of  fo  many  gude  properties, 

Of  rare  and  heauenlie  qualities : 
Is  not  in  Scotland  left  behind, 

Whais  way  taking  we  be  not  blind : 
Should  make  vs  clearlie  vnderftand, 

That  Gods  iuft  Judgements  are  at  hand : 
To  punifh  the  Rebellion, 

Of  this  maift  ftubborne  nation : 
Who  to  Gods  will  dois  not  attend, 

For  no  punition  he  dois  fend : 
For  we  may  eafilie  coniidder, 

The  waytaking  of  thir  together : 
Of  fo  excellent  behaueours, 

And  that  almoit  bot  in  their  flowers : 
For  nane  of  them  was  pall  throughlie, 

The  age  of  fourtie  yeares  and  thrie : 
Is  not  for  nought  what  euer  it  be, 

That  is  to  followe  haitelie : 
For  why  fie  as  the  Lord  God  loues, 

Before  the  plague  he  oft  remoues : 
According  as  the  Scripture  fayes, 

Quhilk  ihortned  good  Iq/las  dayes : 
With  many  others  that  are  pail, 

And  that  great  plagues  approched  fail : 
Gude  Robert  as  we  heard  before, 

Forefawe  and  plainly  did  deplore : 
As  all  man  grant  as  well  as  he, 
That  hes  Judgement  or  eies  to  fee  : 
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Therefore  fen  they  are  tane  away, 

For  to  forewarne  vs  all  I  fay : 
That  God  is  reddy  for  to  come, 

With  plagues  to  punifli  all  and  fome  : 
That  dois  delight  in  wickednes, 

In  reif,  murther  and  filthines : 
And  couatyce  whereof  they  grow, 

Quhilk  this  hale  Cuntrie  dois  ouerflow : 
And  all  the  lang  rebellion, 

To  God  within  this  Nation : 
Whofe  Judgements  now  we  fee  appeare, 

And  their  forerunners  drawing  neere : 
Let  vs  with  all  the  fpeed  we  can, 

Go  hide  vs  with  the  prudent  man  : 
That  feis  the  plague  while  it  is  far, 

And  hydes  hjmfelfe  or  it  come  nar : 
By  turning  vnto  Chrift  our  King, 

And  hyding  vs  vnder  his  wing : 
Wha  in  all  tempeft,  wind  and  preace, 

Is  our  refuge  and  hyding  place ; 
As  Ifay  in  the  thirtie  tway, 

Of  that  his  Prophecie  dois  fay : 
So  we  of  fafetie  ihall  be  fure, 

What  euer  plagues  euill  men  endure : 
On  whome  that  great  day  but  releif, 

Shall  fuddairiely  come  as  a  theif : 
And  turne  in  twinkling  of  an  eye, 

Their  Joy  and  mirth  to  miferie  i 
And  we  fliall  pafle  for  evermore, 

To  raigne  with  Chrift  our  King  in  glore : 
Who  faued  vs,  and  none  but  he, 

Bearing  our  finnes  vpon  the  tree : 
To  whome  therefore  euer  be  praife, 

And  to  the  Father  eik  alwaies : 

And 
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And  to  the  holy  Spirit  moft  free, 
One  onely  God  and  perfones  three 
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THE  author  of  the  ensuing  Poetical  Tract,  was 
the  Reverend  Mr  John  Davidson,  sometime 
Minister  at  Libber  ton,  and  afterwards  of  Preston- 
pans,  or  Salt  Preston,  as  it  was  then  called.  The 
causes  which  produced  the  work  are  thus  nar 
rated  by  Wodrow,  in  his  "  Essay  to  recover 
"  somewhat  of  the  life  of  Mr  John  Davidson, 
"  who  dyed  Minister  at  Salt  Preston,  or  Preston- 
"  pans,"  which  still  remains  in  manuscript.*-— 
"  The  Earle  of  Mortoun,  Regent,  had  by  this 
"  time  got  the  Tulchan  Bishops  brought  into  the 
"  church,  under  colour  of  benefite  and  credite  to 
"  the  ministry,  but  really  to  the  enriching  of  him- 
"  self  and  his  friends  with  the  rents  of  the  prelacys. 
"  Thus  Mr  John  Wiridram  was  advanced  to  be 
"  Titular  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  who  agreed 
"  with  the  Regent  for  a  very  small  matter,  and 
"  the  rest  of  that  fat  benefice  was  disposed  as 
"  the  Regent  saw  good.  Mr  James  Boyd  was 

*  In  the  Library  of  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
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"  made  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and  my  Lord 
"  Boyd  had  a  gift  of  the  temporality  from  the 
"  Regent,  who,  finding  Mr  James  not  so  play- 
"  able,  and  the  Tulchan,  or  straw  calf,  not  making 
"  the  cow  to  give  milk  enough,  caused  his  son  to 
u  lift  the  rents,  and  gave  the  Bishop  little  or  no- 
"  thing.  Mr  James  Paton,  Bishop  of  Dunkeld, 
"  was  just  a  factor,  and  the  rents  went  to  the 
"  family  of  Argyle ;  this  was  the  case  of  all  now 
"  advanced  to  bishopricks.  And  further,  three 
"  or  four  kirks,  in  many  places,  were  united,  and 
*c  put  under  the  inspection  of  one  minister,  to 
"  whom  a  small  augmentation  was  allowed,  and 
"  the  rest  of  the  ty  thes  were  uplifted  by  the  Re- 
"  gent  and  his  doers." 

"  Those  open  abuses  of  the  churches  patri- 
"  monie,  which  had  been  promised  to  be  applyed 
"  to  the  sustentation  of  ministers,  when  the  need 
"  of  the  countrey  was  so  great,  could  not  but 
"  move  the  zeall  of  Mr  Davidson  and  others,  and 
"  he  wrote  a  little  pamphlet  last  year,  intituled  a 
"  Dialogue,  or  mutual  talking  between  a  Clark 
"  and  a  Courtier,  which  was  printed  1573,  with- 
"  out  Mr  Davidson's  knowledge.  I  have  not 
"  been  able  to  come  at  a  copy  of  it,  and  so  I  can 
"  give  no  further  account  of  it.'7 


INTRODUCTION.  V 

The  publication  of  this  tract  produced  a 
considerable  sensation,  and  proceedings  were, 
without  delay,  instituted  against  him,  which, 
notwithstanding  all  the  interest  used  in  his  be 
half,  compelled  him  to  fly  to  England,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  the  Continent.  Lik- 
privick  the  printer  was  prosecuted,  and  confined 
for  sometime  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh.  A 
very  full  and  minute  detail  of  .these  proceedings 
has  been  preserved  by  Calderwood,  in  his  MS. 
history  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  from  which  it 
has  been  extracted,  and  appended  to  the  present 
introductory  notice. 

Doctor  M'Crie  very  justly  observes,*  "  The 
"  prosecution  of  Davidson  does  little  honour  to 
"  the  administration  of  Morton.  There  is  no- 
"  thing  in  the  obnoxious  book  which  could  give 
"  ground  of  offence  or  alarm  to  any  good  go- 
"  vernment.  It  is  a  temperate  discussion  of  a 
"  measure  which  was  at  least  controvertible. 
"  The  reasons  urged  in  its  support  are  candid- 
"  ly  and  fairly  stated,  and  they  are  examined 
"  and  refuted  in  a  fair  and  dispassionate  manner. 
"  The  evils  which  the  Act  of  Council  was  calcu- 

*  Life  of  Andrew  Melville,  vol.  i.  p.  128. 


VI  INTRODUCTION. 

4<  lated  to  produce,  are  indeed  exposed  with  faith- 
"  fulness  and  spirit ;  but  without  any  thing  disre- 
"  spectful  to  authority,  or  tending,  in  the  slight- 
"  est  degree,  to  excite  c  sedition  and  uproar.' " 

Although  the  limits  of  the  present  tract  will 
not  admit  of  any  lengthened  notice  of  Davidson, 
a  few  circumstances,  however,  partly  gathered 
from  Wodrow  may  not  be  unexceptionable. 

No  account  seems  to  have  been  preserved  of 
the  period  of  his  birth  or  of  his  parentage. 
Wodrow  has,  absurdly  enough,  confounded  him 
with  John  Davidson,  the  Principal  of  Glasgow 
College,  ,the  author  of  an  answer  to  a  u  Tractive 
"  set  forth  in  the  yeir  of  God  1558,  be  Maister 
"  Quintine  Kennedy,  Commendator  of  Crosra- 
"  quell,"  printed  1563.  This  mistake  is  pointed 
out  by  Dr  M'Crie.  Our  author  seems  to  have 
been  a  student  of  St  Leonard's  College,  in  the 
University  of  St  Andrews,  from  the  year  1567 
to  the  year  1570. 

In  the  year  1572,  the  following  entry,  in  re 
gard  to  him,  occurs  in  Mr  James  Melville's 
Diary : — "  This  yeir,  in  the  monethe  of  July, 
"  Mr  Jhone  Davidsone,  an  of  our  Regent's,  maid 
"  a  play  at  the  mariage  of  Mr  Jhone  Coluin, 
"  quhilk  I  saw  playit  in  Mr  Knox  presence, 
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"  wherein,  according  to  Mr  Knox  doctrine,  the 
"  Castell  of  Edinbrughe  was  besiged,  takin,  and 
"  the  Captan,  with  an  or  twa  with  him,  hangit 
"  in  effigie." 

In  the  ensuing  year  he  published  a  poem,  en 
titled,  "  Ane  brief  Commendatiounof  Vprightnes, 
"  in  respect  of  the  surenes  of  the  same,  to  all  that 
"  walk  in  it,  amplify  it  cheifly  be  that  notabill 
"  document  of  Goddis  michtie  protectioun  in  pre- 
66  serving  his  maist  vpricht  seruand  and  feruent 
"  messinger  of  Christis  Euangell,  Johne  Knox.' 
"  Set  forth  in  Inglis  meter,  be  M.  Johne  Dauid- 
"  sone,  Regent  in  S.  Leonards  College."* 

The  year  1574  witnessed  his  flight  from  Scot 
land,  to  which  country  he  did  not  return  until 
the  fall  of  Morton.  M'Crie  states  that  it  was 
not  until  after  the  Regent's  death  ;  but  this 
seems  to  be  a  mistake,  as  Hume  of  Godscroft, 
in  his  Life  of  the  Regent,  records  the  follow 
ing  particulars,  which  proved  decisively  that 
Davidson  was  in  Scotland  prior  to  Morton's 
death.  After  mentioning  the  calm  and  dignified 

*  The  original  of  this  tract,  supposed  to  be  unique,  is 
in  the  Library  of  George  Chalmers,  Esq.  It  has  been 
reprinted  in  the  appendix  to  M'Crie's  Life  of  Knox. 
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behaviour  of  this  eminent  person  previous  to  his 
execution,  and  detailing  many  interesting  cir 
cumstances  in  relation  to  it,  he  observes  :  "  Af- 
"  ternoon,  Mr  James  Lawson,  Mr  John  David- 
"  son,  and  divers  others  of  the  ministers,  came  to 
"  him.  There  he  embraced  Mr  John  Davidson, 
"  and  said  to  him,  You  wrote  a  book,  for  which 
"  I  was  angry  with  you  ;  but  I  never  meant  any 
"  ill  to  you, — forgive  me.  Mr  Davidson  was  so 
"  moved  herewith,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from 
"  weeping."  * — Mr  James  Melville  also  mentions 
this  interview,  and  expressly  states  that  Durie 
and  Davidson  were  the  "  ghostly  comforters"  of 
the  Regent  after  his  condemnation,  which  he  ob 
serves  was  the  more  charitable  on  their  part,  as 
he  had  used  them  both  harshly,  "  the  an  for  his 
"  pretching,  the  other  for  his  buik  against  the 
"  four  kirks." 

The  zealous  nature  of  Davidson  rendered  him 
an  active  partisan  in  the  various  controversies, 
principally  touching  the  forms  of  worship,  which 
for  many  years  agitated  the  church.  These  have 
all  been  minutely  and  tediously  detailed  by 
Wodrow.  As  may  well  be  supposed,  his  un- 

*  Hume's  House  of  Angus,  vol.  ii.  p.  279-80. 
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compromising  disposition  rendered  him  obnoxi 
ous  to  King  James,  who,  in  ecclesiastical  matters, 
would!  admit  of  no  interference.  After  much 
sparring,  the  King  at  last  laid  hold  of  a  letter 
which  Davidson  had  written  to  the  General  As 
sembly,  then  convened  at  Burntisland,  as  con 
taining  treasonable  matter.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  subsequent  proceedings  against 
him  were  not  so  much  on  account  of  this  letter, 
objectionable  as  it  might  have  been,  as  in  conse 
quence  of  his  previous  bold  conduct  and  offen 
sive  behaviour,  which  had  evidently  given  great 
annoyance  to  his  Majesty. 

Upon  Sunday  the  24th  of  May,  1601,  he  was 
charged  to  compear  before  the  Council  on  the 
26th.  "  The  King  sent  a  letter  to  the  Councill, 
"  ordering  them  to  ward  him  in  the  Castle  of 
"  Edinbrughe,  in  any  case  whatsomever.  This 
"  was  hard.  However,  he  made  no  flenching, 
"  but  compeared,  and  owned  the  letter,  and  was 
"  sent  to  the  Castle,  after  he  had  write  a  letter 
"  to  ye  King,  at  the  desire  of  the  Minrs  of  Edinb. 
"  quhich  I  have  not  seen,  but  have  ground  to 
"  think  was  only  a  generall  request  seeking  the 
"  Kings  favourable  construction. 

"  Mrs  Galloway,  Hall,  and   Stewart,  Minr» 
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"  of  Edinb.,  carry ed  this  letter  to  the  King  at 
"  Dalkeith,  and  brought  back  the  following  war- 
"  rand  to  ye  Captain  of  ye  Castle. 

"  We,  by  the  tenor  hereof,  in  respect  of  Mr 
"  John  Davidson,  Minister,  his  present  diseas 
"  and  infirmity,  transport  his  ward  from  our 
tc  Castle  of  Edinburgh  to  his  own  lodging  in 
"  Prestonpans,  and  ordains  that  he  shall  not  pass 
u  forth  at  the  door  of  the  same  to  any  other  part 
"  but  to  his  own  yeard  adjacent  thereto,  till  he 
"  be  farther  trayed  in  that  matter,  for  quhich  he 
"  is  challenged,  under  pain  of  disobedience  : 
"  Be  these  presents  subscribed  w*  our  hand  at 
"  Dalkeith,  ye  27  of  May  1601."— This  confine 
ment  was  a  day  or  two  afterwards  enlarged,  and 
he  was  allowed  "  to  pass  and  teach  at  his  ordi- 
"  nary  Kirk,  to  visit  the  sick,  and  to  do  q'soever 
"  belongs  to  his  functions,  in  quiet  manner  with- 
"  in  his  own  parish,  so  that  he  transcend  not  the 
"  bounds  therof :  But  use  this  our  dispensation 
"  during  our  will  alanerly  ;  notwithstanding  of 
"  the  command  to  keep  ward  within  his  own 
"  lodgings  and  yeard,  wherewith  we  dispense, 
46  he  keeping  himself  quiet  within  the  bounds 
"  foresaid.  Be  this  present  subscribed  wl  our 
"  hand  at  Dalkeith,  ye  last  of  May  1601." 
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Great  interest  was  made  with  the  King  to 
procure  a  remission,  but  in  vain ;  his  Majesty 
was  inflexible,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow 
ing  extract  from  Wodrow,  which  is  extremely 
characteristic  of  the  King's  manner  : — "  The 
"  G.  Assembly,  as  was  now  ordinary,  to  shew 
"  the  King's  paramount  power,  was  altered  by 
"  his  orders  from  July  to  November.  When 
"  they  were  upon  an  Act  against  breach  of  Sab- 
"  bath,  particularly  by  the  going  of  salt  pans, 
"  Mr  John  Knox  and  Mr  David  Black  moved 
"  that  Mr  Davidson  might  be  sent  for  to  give  his 
"  advice  in  a  matter  he  was  well  acquaint  with. 
"  The  King,  in  great  anger,  said,  '  Not  he ;  he 
"  *  shall  not  come  here.  If  I  knew  there  were  six 
u  c  of  his  judgement  in  the  Assembly,  I  should 
"  '  not  byde  in  it  more  than  in  Sodom  or  Gom- 
"  c  morha.  If  he  teach  not  on  the  5th  of  Agust, 
"  '  he  shall  not  teach  in  Scotland  :  And  if  he 
"  c  were  not  ane  old  man,  he  should  be  hang- 
"  c  ed.'  " — Davidson  seems  to  have  remained  un 
der  restraint  until  the  day  of  his  death,  which 
Wodrow  fixes  somewhere  in  the  yeir  1606.  It 
is  remarkable  that  his  Majesty's  anger  continued 
so  long,  the  more  especially  as  (upon  his  accession 
to  the  English  crown)  on  his  journey  to  London 
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he  stopped  at  Salt  Preston, — called  for  David 
son, —  sought  his  blessing,  and  the  assistance 
of  his  prayers ;  and  it  naturally  might  be  sup 
posed  that  upon  such  an  occasion  he  would  have 
been  inclined  to  have  overlooked  and  forgiven 
our  author's  former  conduct.  But  Wodrow,  up 
on  the  authority  of  a  manuscript  Life  of  David 
son,  by  Mr  Mathew  Crawford,  mentions,  that 
however  willing  the  King  might  have  been,  he 
was  not  in  a  situation  to  give  him  relief,  as,  up 
on  "  some  noblemen  desiring  the  King  to  take 
"  off  Mr  Davidson's  restraint,  he  answered,  his 
"  hands  were  bound  up,  and  he  had  promised  to 
66  the  Commissioners  of  the  Assembly  not  to  take 
"  off  his  restraint." 

He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  considera 
ble  property,  which  he,  having  no  children,  dis 
posed  of,  and  applied  to  the  building  of  a  church 
and  school  at  Prestonpans.  His  memory  was 
long  venerated  in  the  parish  of  which  he  was 
minister.  Wodrow,  with  great  simplicity,  ex 
patiates  upon  his  prophetic  powers,  and  records 
various  of  his  prophecies,  of  which  perhaps  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  give  one  as  a  speci 
men  : — "  The  church  of  Prestonpans  was  either 
"  ruinous,  or  they  wanted  one ;  Mr  Davidson 
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"  dealt  with  the  heretors  and  inhabitants,  and 
"  they  agreed  with  the  titular  of  teinds,  my 
"  Lord  New-bottle,  that  they  should  build  the 
"  church  roof  high,  and  he  should  cover  it.  The 
"  walls  of  the  church  were  builded,  and  my 
"  Lord  refused,  and  would  do  nothing.  This 
"  grieved  Mr  Davidson  much,  and  he  put  my 
"  Lord  in  mind  of  his  engagement ;  the  other 
"  made  some  excuse,  from  the  division  of  the 
"  heretors,  and  disservices  they  had  done  him, 
"  and  other  matters  ;  quhen  my  Lord  would  not 
"  be  prevailed  with  to  compleat  the  church, 
"  Mr  Davidson  told  him  his  Lordship  would 
u  live  to  see  himself  striped  of  all  his  land  in  that 
"  parish,  and  not  enjoy  one  foot  brodth  in  it; 
"  that  the  walls  of  that  church  should  stand  as 
"  a  witness  against  him,  and  he  should  dye  by  an 
"  unknowen  hand.  The  two  first  were  plainly 
"  accomplished  :  The  way  of  his  death  is  a  se- 
"  cret,  but  the  presumptions  about  it,  he  having 
"  dyed  above  in  his  chamber,  wer  one  of  the 
<;  grounds  of  a  debate  in  one  of  our  Scots  Par- 
"  liaments,  anent  precedency  twixt  the  Earle  of 
"  Lothian  and  the  Earle  of  Roxburgh." 

Besides  the  works  before  noticed,  Davidson 
was  the  author  of  various  Sermons,  Controver- 
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siai  Tracts,  and  a  Catechism,  which  was  reprint 
ed  in  1703.  The  only  other  poetical  production 
which  has  fallen  under  the  notice  of  the  Editor, 
is  a  poem  bearing  the  following  title  : — "  A  Me- 
"  morial  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  two  vvorthye 
"  Christians,  Robert  Campbel  of  the  Kinzean- 
"  cleuch,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Campbel.  In 
"  English  metre.  Edinburgh.  Printed  by  Ro- 
"  bert  Waldegrave,  Printer  to  the  King's  Ma- 
"  jestie,  1595.  Cum  privilegio  Regali."  Various 
extracts  from  it  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to 
M'Crie's  Life  of  Melville.  It  is  much  inferior, 
in  point  of  composition,  to  the  u  Dialogue." 

The  only  copy  of  the  last-named  tract*  known 
to  exist  being  inaccessible  to  most  people,  forty 
copies  have  been  reprinted  for  private  circula 
tion.  As  to  its  merits,  the  Editor  shall  merely 
repeat  the  words  of  the  learned  biographer  of 
Melville  :  "  It  is  superior  to  most  of  the  fugi- 
"  live  pieces  of  the  time.  Without  any  preten- 
"  sions  to  fine  poetry,  the  versification  is  easy  and 
"  smooth,  and  the  conversation  is  carried  on  in 
"  a  very  natural  and  spirited  manner."  f 

*  Life  of  Melville,  p.  128. 
•f-  In  the  Faculty  Library. 


Account  of  the  Proceedings  against  Mr.  John 
Davidsone  for  Writing,  and  Robert  Leek- 
previck  for  Printing,  "  A  Dialogue  between  a 
Clerk  and  a  Courteour"* 

THE  Regent  held  a  Justice- Air  in  Hadinton, 
at  what  time  Mr  John  Davidsone,  a  Regent  of 
the  Colledge  of  Sanct  Leonards,  in  Sanct  An 
drews,  compeareth  thrice  before  the  Regent  and 
the  counsell,  being  summoned  to  answer  for  a 
book  set  forth  be  him,  in  manner  of  a  Dialogue 
betwixt  a  Clerk  and  a  Courteour,  touching  the 
appointing  of  one  minister  to  four  kirks ;  for  the 
Regent  and  counsell  had  made  ane  act  before,  to 
cast  so  many  kirks  in  the  hand  of  ane  preacher, 
that  the  King's  revenues,  by  the  super  pi  us  of  the 
thirds  might  be  the  greater.  The  said  Mr  John 
was  wairded  in  Clerkington,  and  thereafter  was 
brought  to  Halyrudhouse  before  the  Regent  and 
counsell ;  but  after  intercession  made,  and  ernest 
dealing,  he  was  suffered  to  go  home  to  Sanct 

*  From  Calderwood's  MS.  History  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland. 
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Leonards  till  the  next  General  Assembly,  which 
was  to  be  held  in  March.  The  University  of 
Sanct  Andrews,  in  the  meantime  being  conveen- 
ed,  because  one  of  their  members  was  troubled,  but 
agreed  not  touching  the  matter  itself,  because 
the  schools  were  divided  at  that  time  in  factions. 
The  Colledge  of  Sanct  Leonards  approved  it,  and 
so  did  Mr  Robert  Hammilton,  minister  of  Sanct 
Andrews  ;  howbeit  afterward  to  please  the  Re 
gent,  he  promised  to  reason  in  the  contrair.  Mr 
John  Rutherford  wrote  a  manner  of  confutation 
of  the  book,  and  yet  in  the  end  of  the  confuta 
tion  allowed  it,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Mr  John  Davidsone  was  called  before  the  Re 
gent  and  counsell,  on  Saturday  the  26th  of 
March,  in  Halyrudhouse,  where  many  of  the 
nobility  were  present.  The  Justice  Clerk  de 
manded  if  he  had  made  the  book  intituled,  The 
Dialogue  betwixt  the  Clerk  and  the  Courteour, 
and  if  any  man  counselled  him  to  make  it.  He 
stood  at  his  former  mark,  and  denyed  not  that  he 
had  made  it,  or  that  any  counselled  him,  for,  ap- 
pearandly,  they  would  have  been  content  if  he 
had  denyed.  He  proved  that  it  was  a  infamous 
libell,  because  the  name  of  the  author  was  not 
expressed.  Mr  Davidsone  denyed  the  sequel. 
Then  said  the  Justice  Clerk,  to  a  private  man  to 
write  against  the  conclusions  of  princes  is  damn 
able,  and  the  writter  worthy  of  punishment.  He 
denyed  that  he  had  written  any  thing  against  the 
conclusion  of  prince  or  princes,  or  that  it  was 
damnable.  Then  said  the  Justice  Clerk,  Ne  sutor 
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ultra  crepidam.  My  Lord,  said  he,  what  will 
ye  make  crepidam  to  a  scholar  that  is  to  write  ? 
Will  ye  not  grant  him  any  matter  disputable  to 
be  crepidam  mane  9  Sir,  saith  the  Justice  Clerk, 
ye  shall  gart  your  own  crepida.  The  Regent 
interrupted,  and  saith,  My  Lords,  ye  hear  this 
man's  kind  of  answering ;  I  would  ye  should  look 
to  it,  and  look  what  he  hath  deserved.  The 
night  approaching,  they  said  they  would  advise  at 
the  nixt  meeting.  Mr  John  went  to  the  Abbot 
of  Dumfermling,  who  was  sovertie  for  him,  and 
asked  what  he  should  doe.  Ye  have  entered  now 
here  at  your  day,  said  he,  ye  may  stay  in  the 
town,  and  hear  what  the  Assembly  saith  to  you, 
for  I  think  there  shall  be  no  more  of  it.  So  he 
went  up  to  the  town,  and  upon  Tuesday  declar 
ed  to  the  Assembly  how  he  had  been  summoned 
before  the  Counsell,  and  troubled  a  long  time  for 
a  book  which  was  not  unknowen  to  their  wisdoms, 
and  what  was  his  mind,  and  the  whole  process  of 
it ;  and  desired  them  to  examine  it,  and  if  they 
found  it  disonant  from  the  word  of  God,  con 
demn  it;  if  consonant  to  the  truth,  approve  it,  and 
that  with  expidition,  because  his  staying  was 
chargeable,  and  noblemens  sons,  his  scholars, 
were  defrauded  be  his  absence.  Many  approved 
his  request,  and  applauded  not  without  mur- 
mure.  Some  informed  the  Moderator  that  Mr 
John  Rutherford  had  made  ane  answer  to  it. 
The  Assembly  thought  good  it  should  be  pre 
sented.  He  shifted,  saying,  he  could  not  pro 
duce  his  ineptias,  and  that  he  had  written  but 
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one  copy,  which  the  Regent  had.  Mr.  William 
Skeen,  Commisser,  alledging  himself  Commis 
sioner  for  the  University  of  Sanct  Andrews,  pro 
tested  the  priviledge  of  the  University  should  not 
be  prejudged,  and  that  he  might  be  judged  be 
fore  the  University.  So  said  the  Bishop  also, 
who  was  rector  for  the  present.  Mr  John  de 
sired  Mr  William  S keen's  commission  to  be  pro 
duced  in  writt,  according  to  the  custom.  He  is 
admitted  already,  saith  the  Moderator,  and  hath 
voted  as  Commissioner  of  the  University,  so  that 
now  we  cannot  call  it  in  doubt.  Well,  said  Mr 
John,  he  was  not  chosen  be  the  University  con- 
veened,  as  they  used  to  be,  for  such  purposes,  and 
caused  ask  the  Principall  of  their  Colledge  of 
Sanct  Leonards,  Mr  Nicol  Daglish,  and  Mr 
William  Collesse,  two  Regents,  if  their  Colledge, 
were  warned  to  conveen  with  the  rest  for  the 
said  purpose.  They  answered  no.  Then  said  the 
Bishop,  Mr  John,  yeare  in  the  wrong  to  the  Uni 
versity  that  seeks  trial  of  your  book  here.  I  have 
been,  said  Mr  John,  as  well  kent  to  keep  the  pri 
viledge  of  the  University  as  any  other  support  of 
the  same,  and  shall  be  as  loath  to  hurt  the  pri- 
viledges  thereof  as  any  of  you  shall  be.  Why 
then,  saith  the  Bischop,  sute  ye  not  before  us  a 
trial  ?  But  here  I  see  God  worketh  well,  saith 
the  other ;  that  which  ye  did  for  my  hurt,  God 
hath  turned  to  be  a  defence  for  me  this  day : 
when  I  sought  your  judgement  ye  denyed  it,  and 
when  we  sought  the  priviledge  of  replegiation 
of  the  University  from  the  euill  judgement,  ye 
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would  not  grant  it  to  us.  God  be  praised,  that 
makes  you  to  be  trapped  in  your  own  devices. 
Then  the  Moderator  injoyned  them  silence,  and 
desired  Mr  John  Rutherford  yet  again  to  pro 
duce  his  book  ;  but  he  yet  still  refused,  and  said 
that  Mr  John  had  called  him  crused  goose  in  his 
book,  that  he  had  little  Latine  in  his  book,  and 
that  was  false,  with  many  other  brawling  words. 
Silence  being  joyned,  it  was  voted  whither  he 
should  be  compelled,  under  the  pain  of  excom 
munication,  to  present  his  book,  and  was  con 
cluded  as  followeth : — 

For  sa  mikle  as  the  Assembly  understanding 
that  Mr  John  Rutherford,  Provest  of  Sanct  Sal- 
vators  Colledge,  hath  published  a  book  in  writt 
against  Mr  John  Davidson  his  book ;  therefore 
it  was  inquired,  whither  the  said  Mr  John  ought 
and  should  produce  the  said  book  before  the 
brethren  of  this  Assembly,  &c.  It  was  voted 
throughout,  that  he  ought  and  should  produce 
the  same  to  be  sighted  and  considered  be  the 
brethren  presently  conveened ;  and,  therefore,  or 
dained  Mr  Robert  Hammilton,  minister  of  Sanct 
Andrews,  Mr  James  Melville,  minister  of  Ar- 
brothe,  to  require  the  said  Mr  John  Rutherford 
to  exhibite  the  said  book  before  the  Assembly,  the 
morne,  at  nine  hours ;  and,  in  the  like  manner, 
that  the  said  Mr  John  Davidson  present  his 
book. 

Mr  John  Davidsone,  Regent  in  Sanct  Leonard's 
Colledge,  conform  to  the  command  of  the  As- 
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sembly,  willingly  presented  his  book  in  writt  to 
be  sighted,  and  considered  be  the  brethren  ap 
pointed  thereto,  and  alledged,  that  the  same  was 
printed  without  his  advice  and  command;  alwise 
submitteth  himself  and  his  book  to  the  judge 
ment  of  this  present  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  ordaineth  Alexander  Sibbald, 
Commissioner  for  Sanct  Andrews,  to  warn  Mr 
John  Rutherford  to  produce  his  book  before  the 
brethren  appointed  to  revise  the  samine,  upon 
Sunday,  at  four  hours  afternoon,  in  the  minister 
of  Edinburgh's  chamber.  Incontinent,  Mr  John 
personally  compeared,  and  protested  as  followes : 
For  sa  mikle  as  I,  Mr  John  Rutherford,  is  re 
quired  be  the  Assembly  to  communicate  a  certain 
book,  which  I  have  written,  albeit  not  of  purpose 
to  sett  forth  the  samine,  without  the  advice  of 
them  to  whom  it  appertaineth,  to  certain 
brethren,  I  protest  it  prejudge  not  the  jurisdic 
tion  of  the  Rector,  nor  be  prejudiciall  to  me  in 
any  sort,  seing  it  is  but  a  free  conference ;  and 
the  Rector  be  immediate  judge,  is  one  of  the 
persons  with  whom  I  am  willing  to  communicate 
the  same,  and  al  ledges  my  book  to  be  imperfect; 
therefore,  should  not  produce  it,  nor  will  not 
produce  it,  till  I  speak  and  advise  with  my  im 
mediate  judge  ordinar,  the  Rector  of  Sanct  An 
drews,  &c.  And  thereafter  he  departed  incon 
tinent  out  of  the  Assembly.  Notwithstanding 
the  foresaid  protestation,  the  Assembly  ordained 
Mr  Robert  Hammilton  and  Mr  James  Melvill, 
ministers,  to  warn  the  said  Mr  John  to  produce 
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his  book  before  the  forsaid  brethren,  on  Monday, 
at  eight  hours  before  noon,  in  the  ministers 
chambers,  to  be  tryed  and  sighted  there,  under 
the  pain  of  disobedience  to  the  Assembly. 

Mr  John  Rutherford  at  last  brought  his 
book,  and  one  with  him  to  read  it,  and  was  pre 
sent  with  these  who  were  depute  to  try  all  the 
time  of  the  reading;  but  Mr  John  Davidson 
was  never  present,  safe  at  one  diett.  Mr  John 
Rutherford  being  asked  what  moved  him  to  write 
that  book,  he  said  the  other  had  called  him  a 
crused  goose.  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot  said, 
You  take  that  to  you,  which  no  man  speaks 
against  you.  Mr  John  Davidson  said,  I  have 
named  no  man  in  that  book;  I  demand  you  be 
fore  God,  and  the  learned  and  godly  here  pre 
sent,  if  ever  I  gave  you  occasion,  at  any  time, 
either  be  word  or  deed,  to  write  against  me  ?  The 
other  confessed  he  could  alledge  no  occasion. 
Mr  John  Davidson  was  removed,  and  they  be 
gan  to  read  the  book  ;  the  author  himself  was 
ashamed  at  some  parcells  of  it,  and  desired  them 
to  be  scraped  out.  In  the  end  of  his  book  he 
concluded  that  he  found  no  fault  in  the  matter  or 
substance  of  Mr  Davidson's  book,  but  of  the  form 
and  manner  ;  and  yet  was  he  dealing  in  his  book 
with  the  arguments,  and  so  was  contradictory  to 
himself;  yet  would  not  some  of  the  deputed  either 
damn  or  allow,  but  pass  over  with  silence,  least 
they  should  crab  the  Regent,  and  pretended  that 
their  number  was  not  full.  The  Commissioners 
appointed  to  try  Mr  John  Davidson's  book,  were 
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Laird  of  Dun,  the  bischop  of  Sanct  Andrews, 
against  whom  Mr  John  excepted,  but  was  not 
heard,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  the  dean  of  Aberdeen, 
Mr  James  Lowson,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Alex 
ander  Arbuthnot,  were  never  absent  at  the  dietts 
appointed,  but  the  Laird  of  Dun  was  never 
present.  Mr  John  said  unto  them,  I  will  be 
troubled,  howsoever  the  Assembly  hath  done ; 
but  look  that  the  nixt  and  greater  trouble  come 
not  upon  yourselves.  Sundry  gentlemen  who 
were  at  the  Assembly  were  offended  with  their 
proceedings,  specially  Robert  Campbell  of  King, 
zeancleuch,  the  most  zealous  professor  of  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland.  He  seing  their  trifling  in  the 
matter,  saith  to  Mr  John  Davidson,  Brother,  look 
for  no  answer  here ;  God  hath  taken  away  the 
hearts  from  men,  that  they  dar  not  justify  the 
truth,  least  they  displease  the  world  :  therefore 
cast  you  for  the  nixt  best.  What  is  that  ?  said 
Mr  John.  Goe  with  me,  saith  he.  Why  should 
I  discourage  my  brethren  ?  saith  the  other.  Nay, 
saith  he,  ye  may  lawfully  flee  when  yeare  per 
secuted,  for  be  assured,  ye  will  be  putt  at,  and 
either  be  punished  or  forced  to  recant.  I  praise 
God,  saith  the  other,  I  am  ready  to  underly  what 
God  shall  appoint.  At  last  he  saith,  My  counsell 
is,  you  flee,  and  goe  with  me,  and  we  shall  part 
betwixt  us  the  thing  that  God  hath  sent.  If  ye 
be  not  persuaded,  goe  to  your  secret  chamber,  and 
call  on  God  earnestly,  and  ask  counsell.  The  other 
having  been  sometimes  before  in  the  company  of 
God's  servants  who  used  the  like  means  in  doubt- 
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ful  cases,  did  so,  and  after  long  waiting,  he  found 
fleeing  appointed  for  him  be  God.  So  he  went 
with  him  that  night,  the  18  of  March,  to  King- 
zeancleuch,  where  he  remained  till  Good  Friday, 
where  the  family  was  exercised  in  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  publickly  and  privately,  and  calling 
upon  the  name  of  God,  that  he  thought  all  his 
lifetime  before  in  respect  of  that  but  a  profane 
passing  of  time.  In  the  meantime,  Robert  of 
Kingzeancleuch  and  he  wrote  to  Ormeston  and 
Braid  to  travell  with  the  Regent  for  liberty  to 
him  to  return  to  his  calling  in  Sanct  Andrews ; 
but  it  could  not  be  obtained.  Robert  Campbell 
having  some  business  with  the  young  Shirreff  of 
Air,  was  to  ride  to  Galloway  with  him  to  the 
Laird  of  Lochinvar :  and  so  upon  Good  Friday, 
after  dinner,  he  taketh  journey,  and  leaving  his 
other  servants  at  home,  taketh  Mr  Davidson  with 
him,  and  come  to  Rusco,  the  Laird  of  Lochinvar's 
place,  about  40  miles  from  Kingzeancleuch,  with 
the  young  Shirreff  of  Air.  But  on  the  morne, 
which  was  Easter-day,  Robert  Campbell  of  King 
zeancleuch  took  his  deadly  disease :  Among  many 
other  heavenly  and  spirituall  speeches  he  had,  he 
said  to  Mr  John,  The  comfort  ye  had  of  me  God 
will  take  it  from  you,  yet  God  will  be  your  com 
fort.  But  a  pack  of  trai tours,  meaning  some  mi 
nisters,  have  sold  Christ  as  manifestly  as  ever  Ju 
das  did,  and  that  to  the  Regent.  What  heall 
heart  can  contain  itself  unbursting !  and  with  that 
he  burst  forth  in  roaring,  so  that  he  might  have 
been  heard  a  good  space  without  the  chamber. 
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Upon  Friday,  the  nixt  after  paschday,  which 
was  the  16  of  Aprile,  Mr  John  his  boy  came  to 
him  forth  of  Sanct  Andrews  with  letters  shew 
ing  to  him,  that  he  was  to  be  summoned  to  un- 
derly  the  law  the  3  day  of  June.  Robert  Camp 
bell  saith  to  him,  Brother,  I  see  I  must  depart 
out  of  this  life,  which  time  I  long  looked  for : 
Therefore  ye  shall  goe  with  expedition  to  my 
wife,  and  cause  her  furnish  you,  and  send  some 
to  convoy  you  aterward  to  England,  where  ye 
shall  address  yourself  to  Mr  Gudman,  and  he 
will  find  you  a  convoy  to  Rotchell.  Take  my 
best  horse  with  you,  and  ride  your  way  with  my 
blessing ;  and  with  that  he  thursted  his  hand  and 
said,  the  Lord  bless  you.  When  Mr  John  is 
drawing  on  his  boots,  he  saith  with  a  boisterous 
voice,  howbeit  he  was  lying  sick  in  his  bed, 
Gird  up  your  loins,  and  make  to  your  journey, 
for  ye  have  a  battel  to  fight,  and  few  to  take  your 
part  but  the  Lord  only,  who  shall  be  sufficient 
to  you.  He  was  very  desireous  to  be  carried 
home  in  a  litter,  for  he  would  have  spoken  some 
things  to  his  neighbours  which  he  had  not  shew 
ed  to  them  before;  but  the  way  was  so  dirte, 
and  the  distance  so  great,  that  it  could  not  be 
obtained,  so  he  was  content  his  wife,  after  she 
had  dispatched  her  business,  should  come  to  him. 
Mr  Davidson  taketh  good  night  of  him  with  a 
sorrowfull  heart,  and  come  to  Kingzeancleuch, 
and  the  day  following,  Robert  Campbell  his  wife 
took  journey  to  him.  The  Laird  of  Carnall 
dissuaded  Mr  John  to  flee,  least  he  should  dis- 
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courage  his  brethren.  He  answered,  Rather  ere 
I  gave  occasion  of  discouragement  to  my  breth 
ren,  I  would  choose  to  suffer  a  hundreth  deaths, 
if  it  were  possible.  So  he  stayed  with  the  Lairds 
of  Carnall,  Barr,  Dreghorne,  Gad  girth,  and  sun 
dry  other  gentlemen  of  Kile,  a  certain  space.  Up 
on  Thursday  the  22  of  Aprile,  Robert  Campbell 
of  Kingzeancleuch  his  corps  were  brought  out 
of  Galloway  with  a  honourable  convoy,  and  bu 
ried  in  the  Kirk  of  Mauchlin,  for  whom  there 
was  a  great  lamentation  in  Kile  as  ever  was  made 
for  any  gentleman  in  Kile,  for  he  spared  no 
travells  nor  expences  for  God's  cause  for  reli 
gion,  for  which  respect  he  was  most  tender  with 
Mr  Knox,  and  was  painfull  in  procuring  agree 
ments  between  persons  at  variance.  The  same 
Saturday  the  17  of  Aprile  that  Mr  Davidsone 
departed  from  Rusco  was  he  summoned  in  Sanct 
Andrews,  to  find  soverty  within  six  days  to  un- 
derly  the  law  the  3  of  June,  under  the  pain  of 
horning ;  and  so  he  was  put  to  the  horn  the  3  day 
of  May.  Some  gentlemen  of  Kile  conveened  at 
Mauchlin  Kirk,  and  sent  to  the  Laird  of  Carnall, 
who  was  for  the  time  in  Edenburgh,  and  desired 
him  to  be  soverty  for  him  to  enter,  promised  to 
relive  him  of  the  penalty ;  and  so  he  did  upon 
their  writt,  having,  conjunct  with  him  Andrew 
Ker  of  Fadounside,  whereupon  he  was  relaxed 
the  7  day  of  May  upon  hope,  that  some  good 
means  might  be  wrought  for  his  liberty.  In  the 
meantime,  at  the  desire  of  some  brethren  of 
Edenburgh,  he  come  to  Edenburgh  the  15  of 
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May.  The  Lairds  of  Ormeston  in  Lothian,  and 
Lundie  in  Fife,  were  appointed  to  sute  the  Re 
gent  ;  but  nothing  could  be  found  in  him  but  ri 
gour,  whereupon  Mr  Davidson  departed  out  of 
JSdenburgh  the  day  following  to  Fife,  and  from 
thence  to  Cliddisdaill,  and  then  from  Cliddisdaill 
to  Kyle,  and  come  to  Air  the  29  day  of  May. 
Some  gentlemen  of  Kyle  conveened,  where  the 
Regents  answer  to  my  Lord  Boyd  was  redd, 
for  while  Mr  John  was  absent,  gentlemen  had 
moved  the  Lord  Boyd  to  write  to  the  Regent  in 
his  favours.  The  effect  of  the  answer  was  this, 
that  he  had  been  requested  be  many  to  continue 
that  day,  but  had  refused ;  yet  for  his  Lordships 
request  he  would  doe  it,  providing  he  come  in  sin 
gle  without  convocation :  As  for  the  Assembly  he 
would  not  have  them  to  judge  on  that  matter  any 
more,  because  when  he  had  committed  it  unto 
them  he  found  nothing  but  mockery.  The  Lord 
Boyd  sent  also  his  Missive  with  the  Regents  an 
swer,  and  advised  them  to  will  Mr  John  to  en 
ter  upon  the  conditions  sett  down  be  the  Regent. 
But  Mr  John  was  no  wayes  content  of  the  con 
ditions.  At  last  the  day  being  continued  till  the 
17  of  June,  his  soverties  solicited  the  Regent  for 
a  new  continuation ;  but  for  no  solicitation  could 
be  made,  either  be  noblemen,  ministers,  or  sover 
ties,  would  grant  that  favour.  Therefore  some 
brethren  advised  Mr  John  to  flee,  which  he  did, 
and  his  soverties  payed  the  pain. 

Robert  Likprivick,  printer,  was  summoned  to 
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underly  the  law  for  printing  the  book  as  follow, 
eth  :— 

Shaweth  the  Advocate,  that  wherein  our  So 
veraign  Lords  dearest  mothers  Parliament,  held- 
en  at  Edenburgh,  the  first  day  of  February  in 
the  year  of  God  1551  years,  be  her  Grace's  Go- 
vernour  for  the  time,  it  was  statut  and  ordained 
be  the  said  Governour,  with  the  advice  of  the 
three  estates  of  parliament,  that  no  printer  pre 
sume,  attempt,  or  take  upon  hand  to  print  any 
books,  ballets,  songs,  blasphemous  rymes,  or  tra 
gedies,  either  in  Latine  or  English  tongue,  in 
any  time  to  come,  untill  the  time  the  same  be 
first  seen,  viewed,  and  examined  be  some  wise 
and  discreet  persons  depute  thereunto,  be  the  or- 
dinars  whatsomever,  and  thereafter  a  license  had 
and  obtained,  from  our  said  Soveraign,  for  im 
printing  of  such  books,  under  the  pain  of  con 
fiscation  of  all  the  printer's  goods,  and  banishing 
of  him  off  this  realme  forever :  Not  the  less  Ro 
bert  Likprivick,  in  the  moneth  of  January  last 
bypast,  the  year  of  God  1573,  or  thereby,  hath 
imprinted  a  little  book,  called  a  Dialogue,  or 
mutuall  talking  betwixt  a  Clerk  and  a  Courteour, 
compiled,  made,  and  set  forth  be  Mr  John  Da- 
vidsone,  Regent  for  the  time  within  Sanct  Leo 
nard's  Colledge,  in  Sanct  Andrews,  to  the  re 
proach  and  slander  of  our  Soveraign  Lords  Re 
gent  and  Secret  Counsell,  impugning,  reproving, 
and  condemning  the  act  and  ordinance  godly ; 
made  lately  before  the  said  moneth  of  January, 
be  the  said  Regents  Grace  and  Counsell,  to  the 


28  APPENDIX. 

ease,  quietness,  and  sustentation  of  the  Ministers 
of  the  Evangell  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  propagation 
of  the  Glory  of  God ;  and  not  the  less  most  high 
ly  impugned,  reproved,  and  condemned  be  the 
said  dialogue  and  author  thereof,  tending  there 
by  to  have  moved  the  people  to  sedition  and  up 
roar  ;  and  not  the  less  the  samine  was  imprinted, 
be  the  said  Robert  at  the  time  aforesaid,  not  be 
ing  seen,  viewed,  and  examined  be  some  wise 
and  discreet  persons  depute  thereto,  and  there 
after  licence  had  and  obtained  from  our  said 
Soveraign  Lord  and  his  Regent  for  imprinting 
thereof.  And  so  the  said  Robert  hath  thereby 
incurred  the  pains  contained  in  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament ;  to  wit,  confiscation  of  all  his  whole 
goods,  and  banishing  him  of  this  realme  for  ever. 
Therefore  to  take  soverty  of  him  to  underly  the 
laws  of  the  said  crimes,  &c. 

He  compeared,  was  convict  by  an  assize,  and 
thereafter  committed  to  Ward  in  ye  Castle  of 
Edinburgh, 
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VNto  Dundie  as  I  maid  way, 
Nocht  lang  afoir  Sanctandrois  day, 
At  Kingorne  ferrie  pafsand  ouir 
Into  ye  Boit  was  thre  or  four 
Of  gentill  men,  as  did  appeir ; 
I  said,  Schirs,  is  thair  ony  heir 
Quhais  lornay  lyis  vnto  Dundie  ? 
Twa  of  thame  anfwerit  courtaflie, 
We  purpofe  nocht  for  to  ga  thidder, 
Bot  zit  our  gait  will  ly  togidder 
Quhill  we  be  pafsit  Kennewie. 
Than  I  fall  beir  zow  companie, 
Said  I,  and  with  that  we  did  land, 
Syne  lap  vpon  our  horfe  fra  hand, 
And  on  our  lornay  rudelieraid; 
Thir  twa  vnto  Sanctandrois  maid  : 
The  tane  of  thame  appeirit  to  be 
Ane  cunning  Clerk  of  greit  clergie, 
Of  vifage  graue  and  maneris  fage, 
His  toung  weill  taucht,  but  all  outrage, 
Men  micht  haue  kend  that  he  had  bene 
Quhair  gude  Instructioun  he  had  fene. 
The  vther  did  appeir  to  me 
Ane  cumlie  Courteour  to  be, 
Quha  wes  perfyte  and  weill  be  fene 
In  thingis  that  to  this  land  pertene. 
Be  we  had  riddiri  half  ane  myle, 
With  myrrie  mowis  paffing  the  quhyle, 
Thir  twa  of  quhome  befoir  I  fpak 
Of  findrie  purpofis  did  crak, 
And  enterit  in  amang  the  rest 
To  fpeik  how  that  the  Kirk  was  dreft. 

^[And  this  began  the  Courteour : 
Quhat  think  ze  of  this  new  ordour? 
a.  ij. 


Ze  that  ar  Cierkis  and  men  of  wit, 
I  wat  weill  ze  will  fpeik  of  it 
Amangis  zour  felfis  quhen  ye  conuene  : 
I  pray  zou  tell  me  quhat  ze  mene, 
And  gif  this  ordour  ze  allow, 
Or  alwayis  how  it  plefis  zow. 

«f[The  Clerk  faid,  fir,  the  treuth  to  tell, 
With  Princes  maters  for  to  mell 
I  think  it  lyis  nocht  in  our  gait : 
Lat  Courteouris  of  fie  thingis  trait. 

c3*The  Courteour  maid  anfwering : 
Zit  men  will  fpeik,  fir,  of  the  King ; 
Bot  this  new  ordour  that  is  tane 
Wes  nocht  maid  be  the  Court  allane : 
v  The  Kirkis  Commiflionars  wes  thair, 
And  did  aggrie  to  les  and  mair. 
Zit  men  may  fpeik  as  they  haue  feill, 
Quhidder  it  lykis  thame  euill  or  weill. 

^[The  Clerk  faid  :  haue  thay  codifcendit. 
I  think  our  fpeiking  can  nocht  mendit ; 
Bot  ane  thing  I  dare  tak  on  me, 
Gif  as  ze  fay  the  mater  be 
That  thay  of  Kirk  thairto  afsentit, 
Thay  falbe  firft  that  fall  repentit ; 
Thocht  for  thair  tyme  fum  wylie  winkit, 
The  ages  efter  will  forthinkit. 

«ff The  vther  fayis  thocht  ze  wes  fkar, 
Me  think  that  now  ze  cum  ouir  nar ; 
I  feill  be  the  fauir  of  zour  end 
This  ordour  than  ze  difcommend, 
Quhairof  I  meruell  gretumlie 
That  fie  ane  leirnit  man  as  ze 
Sa  lychtlie  fuld  difdaine,  and  lak 
Ane  ordour  that  wyfe  men  did  mak. 

^[Than 


^[Than,  faid  the  Clerk,  in  wordis  plane, 
Syr,  na  gude  ordour  I  difdane, 
Bot  euer  mair  will  fie  approue 
As  is  maid  for  the  Kirkis  behufe : 
Bot  this  ordour  I  fall  Impoung, 
Sa  lang  as  I  haue  pen  or  toung. 

3 With  fpeid  than  fpak  the  Courteour, 
anfwerit  with  wordis  four : 
Mony  men  fpeikis  without  all  Law, 
And  dois  condempne  befoir  thay  knaw, 
And  chiefly  the  zoung  men  in  fcuilis, 
Thinking  all  vthers  to  be  fuilis : 
Quhen  ze  zourfelfis  ar  daft  and  zoung, 
And  hes  nocht  but  ane  Pyat  toung ; 
Ze  knaw  als  mekill  as  ane  Gufe, 
That  caliis  this  ordour  ane  abufe. 

The  Clerk  faid,  Schir,  ze  do  vs  wrang, 
We  fpend  our  tyme  in  fcuilis  ouir  lang 
Gif  that  we  leirne  na  knawledge  thair, 
Bot  only  babling  without  mair. 
Giue  we  may  preif  the  thingis  we  fay, 
I  think  that  bauldly  fpeik  we  may, 
Thocht  in  all  thingis  we  be  not  fene, 
The  veritie  we  may  mantine  : 
At  leift  in  thay  things  that  we  knaw, 
Sa  far  as  refsoun  may  or  Law  ; 
Bot  he  that  mellis  with  thingis  vnkend, 
And  ftubburnely  will  thame  defend, 
Quhidder  he  be  of  Court  or  Scule, 
In  my  Judgement  is  bot  ane  fule ; 
Thairfoir  befoir  ze  me  condampne 
My  refsounis  firft  ze  fall  exame, 
And  gif  thay  haue  validitie, 
Than  think  zour  felf  to  be  gyltie, 
a.  iij. 


Of  that  fame  cryme  qhuairwith  ze  charge 
Zoung  men  and  Clerkis  in  talking  large : 
Than  that  ze  may  perfytlie  knaw 
That  not  but  caus  fie  thingis  I  fchaw, 
I  fall  rype  vp  the  mater  haiil, 
Syne  ze  fall  ludge  gif  that  I  faill . 
And  firft,  this  ordour,  as  ze  ken, 
Prescryuis  fie  burdingis  vnto  men, 
That  na  wayis  thay  dow  for  till  beir ; 
Four  Parische  Kirkis  to  ane  Preicheir, 
Quhairas,  ane  only  kirk  wald  craif 
Four  Preichouris  rather  for  to  haif : 
It  will  defraude  fyne,  fecundlie, 
The  present  age  of  this  Countrie 
Of  the  maist  hailfum  word  of  lyfe, 
And  fteill  it  from  vs,  man  and  wyfe : 
And,  thridly,  will  preclude  the  way 
Till  our  Pofteritie,  I  fay, 
To  mak  ma  feruandis  of  the  Lord, 
Quhen  thir  ar  gane,  to  preiche  his  word  ; 
With  mony  Incommoditie, 
That  I  haue  not  fchawin  prefentlie, 
As  at  mair  lenth  I  fall  declair. 

I  think,  my  friend,  ze  haue  faid  mair 
Nor  ze  will  preif  to  me  this  hour ; 
Maist  fchairply,  faid  the  Courteour  ; 
I  meruell  mekill  quhat  ze  mene 
That  dois  fa  rafchely  contrauene 
The  ordour  that  is  thocht  fa  gude. 
Perchance,  gif  that  ze  vnderftude 
The  gude  refpectis  hes  thame  mufit 
To  mak  this  ordour,  ze  wald  lufe  it, 
And  not  engrege  the  cace  fa  hie. 

The  Clerk  faid,  Schir,  fay  on,  lat  fe, 

And 


And  I  fall  abill  anfwer  mak. 
The  Courteour  began  and  fpak ; 
Sayand  ze  fe  out  throw  this  land 
How  mony  waift  Kirkis  thair  dois  ftand 
But  outher  Prayers  or  Preiching, 
Or  ony  vther  Godly  thing : 
Zea,  thair  is  mony  Parochinis, 
Of  richt  greit  Congregatiounis, 
That  neuer  zit  hes  hard  the  word, 
And  fum  the  Supper  of  the  Lord 
This  feuin  zeir  had  not  thame  amang  : 
Luik  ze  and  fe  gif  that  be  lang  ? 
As  Mynnie  GofF,  in  Galloway, 
Can  teftifie,  and  mony  ma, 
Quhilk  Parochinis  yair  teindis  dois  pay 
Als  thankfully  as  ony  of  thay 
That  dwellis  in  Fyfe*  or  Louthiane, 
Suld  their  pepill  Preiching  haue  nane  ? 
Quhairfoir  fuld  vthers  mair  than  thay, 
Seing  thair  teindis  fa  weill  thay  pay  ; 
And  als  to  God  thay  ar  als  deir 
As  ony  in  the  inland  heir. 
And  fyne  the  Preichouris,  as  ze  ken, 
Ar  far  within  twa  hundreth  men ; 
Quhilk  number  ze  knaw  is  fa  fmall, 
The  Kirkis  can  not  be  ftakit  all 
As  thay  wer  placit  heirtofoir  ; 
The  Counsell  hes  thocht  gude  thairfoir, 
As  lufe  and  cheritie  dois  craif 
With  Preiching  for  to  ftaik  the  laif ; 
And  fa  this  new  ordour  did  tak 
Four  Kirkis  till  ane  Preichour  to  mak  ; 
That  as  weill  thay  of  Mynnie  Gof 
And  reft  of  kirkis  that  ar  far  of, 
a.  iiij. 


Mony  *  haue  the  comfort  of  the  word 
Throw  all  this  land,  as  dois  accord ; 
As  hes  the  burghis  and  Inlandis  men 
Now  weill  Instructit,  as  ze  ken  : 
That  all  get  part,  baith  greit  and  fmall, 
And  as  it  wer,  ane  get  not  all. 
Sa  fall  the  Gofpell  be  enlargit, 
And  all  the  Kirkis  also  difchargit ; 
With  mony  ma  commoditeis 
That  wyfe  and  prudent  men  foirfeis ; 
Quhilks  I  think  all  gude  men  will  mufe 
This  new  maid  ordour  till  apprufe ; 
And  als  mak  zou  with  me  confent 
That  thay  that  did  this  way  Inuent, 
And  did  the  mater  Interpryfe, 
Hes  baith  bene  Godly,  gude,  and  wyfe, 
And  full  of  lufe  and  Cheritie, 
Thair  Nichtbouris  for  till  edifie. 
Thairfoir  declair  quhat  ze  think  now, 
Gif  ze  think  as  ze  thocht  richt  now. 

The  Clerk  maid  anfwer  modeftlie ; 
Sayand,  Schir,  ze  haue  faid  trewlie, 
Thair  is  ma  Kirkis  into  this  land 
Voyde  of  the  word  of  God  that  (land, 
Nor  hidderto  hes  ftakit  bene 
With  Ministeris,  as  may  be  fene ;    . 
Quhilk  Kirkis  I  think  dois  also  pay 
Thair  dewtie  afweill  as  thay 
That  hes  had  preiching  and  prayers 
With  Reidaris  and  thair  Ministers. 
All  this,  I  fay,  I  grant  be  trew, 
Than  ze  fay,  of  this  fuld  enfew, 
That  all  be  ftakit  equallie 
That  payis  alyke  thair  dewtie ; 

Quhilk 
*   May. 


Quhilk  can  na  vther  wayis  be  had 
Except  this  new  ordour  be  maid  ; 
It  folio wis  not  necefsarlie, 
Albeit  that  all  fuld  ftakit  be, 
That  thay  can  be  na  vther  way 
Bot  this  new  ordour  as  ze  fay. 

The  Courteour  grew  fum  thing  hetter, 
And  faid,  Schir,  will  ze  fchaw  ane  better. 

The  Clerk  anfwerit,  that  fall  I  fone, 
Gif  ze  will  heir  quhill  I  haue  done. 
Gif  thay  that  did  this  way  Inuent 
Dois  all  this  of  fa  gude  Intent 
As  ze  declair,  of  Cheritie, 
Thair  nedie  brethren  to  fupplie, 
And  to  enlarge  the  word  ouir  all, 
To  fempill  pepill  greit  and  final  1 ; 
Gif  for  the  weill  of  Christis  Kirk 
Sa  bufilie  I  fay  thay  wirk, 
As  prefently  thay  do  pretend, 
Thay  fuld  haue  focht  ane  vther  end 
Till  haue  begun,  as  I  tell  zow, 
Nor  this  thay  haue  Inuentit  now : 
Ma  Preichouris  fuld  haue  chofm  bene 
The  Miniftrie  for  till  fuftene, 
And  beir  the  burding  of  that  Zok 
To  keip  and  feid  the  Lordis  flok. 

The  Courteour  faid,  quhair  ar  tha  ? 
Quhair  will  ze  get  me  ony  ma  ? 

Quhair  focht  thay  ony  ?  (quod  ye  Clerk.) 
The  vther  faid,  thay  maid  na  werk 
To  feek  ony,  becaus  thay  knew 
Thay  wald  be  found  bot  nane  or  few. 

The  Clerk  faid,  I  culd  find  the  way 
To  get  zow  within  zeir  or  day, 


Ma  Minifteris  in  this  countrie 

Besyde  thame  that  ar  prefentlie, 

Nor  ar  thair  number  that  is  ellis ; 

Gif  thay  that  with  the  Kirk  Rent  mellis, 

Without  all  ordour,  as  ze  knaw, 

On  fie  sort  wald  [not]  to  thame  draw 

The  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk, 

Bot  it  apply  to  thame  that  wirk ; 

That  leuingis  micht  be  modifyit 

To  Preichouris  that  war  qualify  it, 

Quhairon  thay  micht  leif  without  cair, 

To  cure  thair  office  and  na  mair. 

And  this  in  deid  war  the  richt  way, 

Quhilk  being  done,  wald  be,  I  fay, 

Ma  Preichouris  fchortly  nor  is  now  : 
Also  I  (uld  find  out  to  zow, 
Of  lernit  and  fufficient  men 
This  day,  bezond  thre  fcoir  and  ten : 
Howbeit,  I  grant  thay  wald  not  be 
Sa  perfite  at  the  firft  entrie 
As  thay  that  enterit  hes  befoir ; 
Vse  wald  perfytnes  mak  but  moir. 

*[[Than  loudlie  leuch  the  Courteour; 
Sufficient  men,  (faid  he,)  blak  hour, 
Thair  is  f  karse  twentie  of  thame  all 
Sufficient  men  that  I  can  call, 
That  are  alreddy  in  thay  rowmis. 
The  Clerk  was  like  to  byte  his  thowmis, 
And  faid,  in  deid,  Schir,  now  ze  wrang  yame, 
For  thair  is  mony  ma  amang  thame, 
Baith  of  gude  lyfe  and  doctrine  found, 
Quha  in  the  treuth  can  pepill  found, 
And  bring  thame  vp  in  Christ  lesu ; 
Perchance  afweill,  I  tell  to  zow. 

As 


As  fum  that  haldis  thame  for  na  Pages; 

And  fa  it  hes  bene  in  all  ages 

That  all  the  corne  of  the  Countrie 

Be  kempis  hes  not  bene  fchorne  we  fe ; 

Sa,  I  call  them  fufficient 

With  quhome  S.  Paull  can  be  content, 

That  is,  that  abill  ar  to  teiche, 

Syne  practifis  the  word  thay  preiche. 

Thocht  all  alyke  can  neuer  be, 

Bot  gif  Ilkane  in  thair  degre 

Do  put  thair  hand  vnto  the  Pleuch 

With  faithfulnes,  it  is  aneuch. 

And  mairattour,  als  we  man  grant, 

That  fie  ane  number  can  not  want ; 

Fals  fenzeit  ludacis  at  fouth, 

In  till  all  airth,  baith  North  and  South, 

Sen  amang  Chriftis  awin  twelf,  we  fe 

Ane  tratour  was  in  Companie. 

Men  cannot  peirs  vnto  the  hartis, 
Tyme  will  the  try  that  playis  yair  partis ; 
Bot  man  euin  chufe  the  lyklyeft, 
Syne  call  to  God  to  wirk  the  beft. 

^[For  all  that,  faid  the  Courteour, 
Ze  will  not  find  me  out  this  hour 
The  number  that  ze  fpak  be  far, 
And  that  war  lytill  thocht  fa  war. 

•[[The  Clerk  anfwerit,  Schir,  as  I  faid, 
Let  gude  prouifioun  anis  be  maid 
For  men  to  leif  in  that  vocatioun, 
Ze  fall  not  mis  into  this  Natioun 
To  find  thame  flock  [to]  zow  als  faft 
As  did  the  Pr[e]istis  in  tymes  past ; 
For  ze  ken,  lionos  altt  artes, 
Thairfoir  non  aguntjitas  paries. 


That  gude  Stependis  dois  not  prepair, 
And  thairof  gude  payment  all  quhair 
.For  to  be  maid  with  expeditioun  ; 
For  quha  will  cum  but  fie  conditioun 
To  tak  the  charge  of  ane  Preichour. 

^[1  meruell  (quod  the  Courteour) 
That  ze  na  better  vnderftand 
How  that  thair  leuingis  to  thair  hand, 
Ar  weill  prouydit  in  all  place. 

The  Clerk  faid,  Schir,  I  pray  zou  ceace ; 
Thay  leuingis  will  be  bot  deuydit, 
As  this  new  ordour  hes  prouydit, 
And  will  not  be  ane  caus  quhairfoir 
The  Preichouris  number  fall  grow  moir. 
Of  fie  prouisioun  I  not  mene 
That  dois  my  purpois  contrauene ; 
As  efterwart  I  fall  mak  plane 
All  that  prouifioun  to  be  nane. 
Sa  laik  of  leuing,  I  conclude, 
Dois  mak  the  laik  of  multitude 
To  ferue  into  the  Miniftrie, 
As  all  the  warld  may  cleirly  fe ; 
For,  wer  thair  Stependis  anis  prouydit, 
The  mater  micht  be  efie  gydit ; 
Thair  wald  be  mony  in  this  land, 
Euin  at  this  tyme,  I  vnderftand, 
That  micht  be  chofin  weill  I  wait, 
The  Lordis  word  to  Miniftrait ; 
As  in  Sanctandrois.prefentlie 
Thair  micht  be  gottin  neir  twentie, 
And  in  the  countrie  far  and  neir, 
Wald  be  far  ma  than  dois  appeir  : 
Our  countrie  Clerkis  bezond  the  feyis 
Wald  draw  thame  hame  fro  all  countries, 

Of 


Of  Ingland,  France,  and  vther  partis, 
Quhair  thay  ar  fcatterit  in  all  airtis  : 
Becaus  at  hame  thay  will  not  giue 
Sufficient  quharon  thay  may  Hue, 
Quhais  number,  as  I  vnderftand, 
Is  greiter  nor  is  in  this  land 
Of  Minifteris,  zea  be  fie  thre, 
Giue  thir  men  wald  do  gude  ges  ze  ? 
Zea,  ftrangers  alfwa  wald  draw  neir 
Giue  thay  hard  of  gude  treitment  heir 
Sa  I  think  now  ze  may  perfaue 
That  f  kant  of  men  we  wald  not  haue, 
And  fa  that  can  not  be  ane  caus 
Quhy  thay  fuld  make  vs  thir  new  Lawis, 
As  ze  fay  of  neceffitie. 
Ane  vther  Moyane  we  may  fe 
To  haue  the  word  preichit  ouir  all 
Into  this  land,  to  greit  and  fmall, 
As  heirtofoir  I  did  declair  : 
Bot  zit  lat  vs  cum  farthermair, 
Giue  (as  thay  faid)  thair  purpois  be 
The  Kirk  of  Chrift  to  Edifie  : 
Quhairfoir  I  fpeir  do  thay  neglect 
The  meanis  that  feruis  to  this  eftect  ? 
Thair  is  fum  Collages  we  ken 
Weill  foundit  to  vphald  leirnit  men, 
To  teiche  the  zouth  in  letters  gude, 
And  vtheris  alfo  that  ar  rude  ; 
Amang  the  rest  foundit  we  fe 
The  teiching  of  theologie, 
With  Rentis  fum  Studentis  to  fustene, 
To  that  Science  to  giue  thame  clene. 
Lat  anis  the  Counfell  fend  and  fe 
Gif  thir  places  weill  gydit  be, 


And  not  abufit  with  waift  rudis, 

That  dois  nathing  bot  fpendis  yai  gudis 

That  was  maid  for  that  haly  vse, 

And  not  to  feid  ane  Crusit  Guse  ; 

And  gif  that  thay  fundatiounis  auld 

Wantis  Rentis  fufficient  to  vphauld 

Ane  gude  number  of  fie  Studentis, 

As  (that  thay  want)  lat  eik  thair  Rentis ; 

And  than  I  dout  not  ze  fuld  fe 

Greit  entres  in  theologie ; 

And  Preichouris  zeirly  to  proceid 

Furth  of  the  Scuillis  toferue  our  neid, 

In  fie  aboundance,  that  fra'hand 

Thair  fuld  be  plantit  throw  this  land 

At  euerie  Kirk,  as  dois  affeir, 

Ane  Preichour  at  the  leift  but  weir : 

For  quhy  the  Scuillis  fuld  Mother  be 

To  mak  our  Preichouris  multiplie. 

And  quhen  the  Scuillis  ar  not  prouydit, 

How  can  the  Kirk  be  bot  mifgydit  ? 

The  Courteour,  with  wordis  wyde, 

Said,  I  heir  nathing  bot  prouyde, 

And  get  zow  that,  and  get  zow  this ; 

Zour  talk  is  all  of  Expends ; 

Gif  leuingis  heir,  and  found  fum  thair ; 

Ze  big  gay  Castellis  in  the  air. 

Quhair  is  that  geir  for  to  be  had, 

That  fie  prouisioun  may  be  maid  ? 
^|The  Clerk  faid,  Schir,  luk  ze  and  fe 

Gif  that  the  teindis  of  this  countrie 

May  not  do  all  that  we  haue  tauld, 

And  als  the  pure,  and  Scuillis  vphauld  ; 

Quhilk  teindis  dois  luftly  appertene 

To  fie  thingis  as  lies  talkit  benc. 

Ze 


Ze  ar  far  large  of  Leueray  ; 

Agane  the  Courteour  can  fay, 

Apperandly  ze  wald  gif  all 

The  teindis  of  Scotland,  greit  and  fmall, 

Vnto  the  Kirk  for  till  difpone, 

And  to  the  Court  for  till  giue  none  ; 

Quhilk  wald  make  thame  hot  proud  and  hie, 

As  in  the  tyme  of  Papiftrie. 

Quhat  wald  ze  than  beftow  OB  vs  ? 
The  Clerk  faid,  tak  the  fuperplus, 

Quhen  Kirk  and  pure  ar  weill  prouydit ; 

And  let  the  mater  fa  be  gydit, 

That  thay  of  Kirk  do  not  abufe  it, 

Bot  be  controllit  how  thay  vfe  it ; 

Becaus  thay  ar  bot  mortall  men, 

That  na  wayis  thay  thair  felfis  mifken. 
The  Courteour  anfwerit  fra  hand, 
It  will  be  countit  to  thair  hand  ; 

The  teindis  will  not  cum  in  thair  neuis, 

Sa  lang  as  ony  of  vs  leuis. 

JThe  Clerk  faid,  Goddis  curs  yairfoir 
not  depart  quhill  thay  reftoir 
The  Kirk  agane  to  hir  awin  right ; 
Thocht  of  the  mater  thay  pas  licht. 

^[Ze  fay  far,  (quod  the  Courteour,) 
Now  ze  haue  maid  ane  gay  ordour, 
Vnto  quhilk  gif  all  wald  aggre, 
Quhat  better  wald  the  countrie  be 
In  till  our  tyme  that  leuis  now. 

The  Clerk  faid,  I  will  anfwer  zow  : 
I  wait  weill,  Schir,  ze  haue  hard  fay, 
Rome  was  not  biggit  the  firft  day  ; 
Sic  thingis  man  haue  tyme  and  proces, 
Or  thay  cum  till  ane  perfytnes. 


And  zit  the  Kirk  fuld  foner  get 
Comfort  ouir  all  withouttin  let, 
Be  this  ordour  foirtauld  be  me, 
Nor  be  this  new  Enormitie. 
For  quhen  the  Kirk  fa  ze  haue  wrakit, 
Zit  all  the  Kirkis  fall  not  be  ftakit; 
Quhen  ilk  Preichour  hes  gottin  four, 
How  mony  trow  ze  will  be  ouir  ? 
That  Preiching  than  wald  get  no  moir 
Nor  thay  had  done  in  tymes  befoir  : 
Quhairfoir  ze  fe  this  vane  pretence 
Is  full  of  fenzeit  diligence. 
Thairfoir,  for  my  purpois  to  conclude  ; 
Prouyde  me  weill  anis  claith  and  fude, 
And  neidfull  thingis,  na  neid  wald  be 
Of  Minifteris  in  this  Countrie ; 
Quhilk  doutles  were  the  rc-ddy  gait 
The  Kirk  of  Chrift  for  to  debait, 
And  caus  preiching  to  be  ouir  all, 
To  riche  and  pure,  to  greit  and  fmall ; 
Quhilk  gif  thay  mynd  as  thay  pretend, 
Thay  wald  haue  begun  at  this  end ; 
For  he  fall  neuer  mak  me  trow 
That  he  makis  North,  I  tell  to  zow, 
That  to  the  South  dois  fwyftlie  rin  : 
Bot  now  I  will  returne  but  din, 
And  my  first  Propofitiounis  preif. 
The  vther  faid,  I  gif  zow  leif ; 
For  I  perfaue,  fpeik  quhat  I  will, 
Ane  anfwer  ze  will  find  thair  till. 

The  Clerk  faid,  I  will  fay  nathing, 
For  quhilk  I  fall  not  refsoun  bring. 
And  firft,  I  faid  this  ordour  makis 
For  greiter  burdingis  on  mennis  bakis, 

Be 


Be  laid,  nor  thay  (low  for  to  beir, 
As  I  fall  fchortly  let  zow  heir  ; 
For  ane  man  cannot  fatisfie 
For  to  do  four  mennis  dewtie ; 
For  euerie  Kirk  at  leift  craifis  ane, 
And  this  bindis  four  till  ane  allane  : 
Suld  not  the  Paftour  knaw  his  fcheip, 
Zea  be  the  heid,  that  he  dois  keip  ? 
Agnofce  vultus  gregis  tui, 
Eft  maxime  officijjui. 
Bot  quhen  ane  man  hes  vnder  cure 
Sa  mony  thoufandis,  riche  and  pure, 
Skarfly  will  he  ken  Ilkane 
Quhen  twentie  zeiris  ar  cum  and  gane ; 
Becaus  he  may  not  day  lie  be 
In  all  thir  pepillis  companie ; 
And  fa  cannot  do  thame  all  gude, 
For  laik  of  day  lie  confuetude. 
How  can  he  Ilk  mannis  vice  reprufe 
Vnder  his  cure  as  dois  behufe ; 
And  comfort  in  particular 
Sic  as  in  confcience  troublit  ar, 
Quhairin  thair  bodyis  hes  diftres ; 
On  force  they  man  be  comfortles, 
Becaus  he  knawis  not  be  the  face, 
And  als  for  diftance  of  the  place. 
Thay  that  knawis  this  to  be  thair  cure, 
To  vefeit,  comfort,  feik  and  pure ; 
And  that  into  particulair, 
As  it  falbe  found  necessair  ; 
Thir  men,  I  think,  sail  vnderftand 
Aneuch  to  thame  to  tak  on  hand, 
Ane  Parochin  for  till  difcharge ; 
Bot  thay  that  hes  ane  confcience  large, 
b.j. 


And  thinkis  they  haue  na  mair  ado, 

Bot  only  Preiching  to  luke  to ;  s 

And  that  bot  Perfunctorie 

Anis  in  four  Oulkis,  and  able  ma, 

Perchance  threttene  or  thay  cum  thair ; 

God  wait  fa  weill  that  flock  will  fair  : 

The  Commentaris  tunde  ouir  perqueir, 

Syne  foung  into  the  pepillis  eir, 

Sa  rawly,  caldly,  and  far  of, 

That  na  man  can  tak  frute  thairof. 

Nouther  the  proud  contemnar  heir 

Be  maift  fcharp  threitning  and  feueir, 

Him  felf  till  Hell  thair  beatin  doun 

For  his  ftubburne  Rebellioun  ; 

Nor  zit  the  hart  fyching  for  fin 

Can  thair  fynd  comfort  mair  or  min : 

Bot  all  tauld  ouir  in  General!, 

But  mufing  outher  greit  or  fmall. 

For  afweill  fayis  Auguftine, 

The  thing  to  all  that  fpokin  bene, 

To  nane  is  fpokin  as  we  knaw 

Experience  dois  daylie  fchaw  : 

Sa  sic  Preichouris  as  I  haue  tald, 

Bot  not  in  deid  fie  as  I  wald, 

That  thinkis  thame  felfis  difchargit  weil 

Quhen  thay  haue  run  ouir  with  ane  reill 

Thair  fairies  Sermone,  red  ziftrene ; 

The  hour  fa  fpendit  thay  ar  clene ; 

Euin  as  the  Preiftis  thair  Matynis  faid, 

To  ferue  the  tyme,  ane  ftra  fyne  laid, 

Schir  Celebrqfti  fpeid  zow  fone, 

And  fa  Goddis  Seruice  thay  haue  done. 

Sic  Hyreling  belly  goddis,  I  fay, 

I  will  not  quyte  in  deid,  bot  thay 


Vnto  this  Ordour  will  confent, 
And  for  thair  belly  be  content ; 
Ilkane  ten  Kirkis  till  tak  in  cure, 
Sa  of  thair  Stependis  thay  be  sure  : 
Bot  gif  thay  folkis  fall  be  weill  fed, 
Or  to  gude  Tailoring  be  led. 
The  warld  may  ludge :  I  fay  na  mair, 
Bot  fordwart  to  my  purpois  fair. 

^JThe  Courteour  replyit  agane, 
Saying,  that  refsoun  is  bot  vane, 
To  fay  a  man  may  do  na  mair, 
Bot  ferue  a  kirk  vntill  his  fkair  ; 
Wes  not  all  the  Apoftillis  men, 
And  alfo  Paull  himfelf  ze  ken, 
At  a  kirk  did  not  ay  remane. 
We  reid  not  that  thay  did  difdane 
To  preiche  at  findrie  kirkis,  all  quhair 
Pafsing  from  place  to  place,  but  mair, 
Thay  focht  not  eis,  as  men  dois  now 
To  byde  at  a  kirk,  I  tell  zow ; 
And  I  think  gif  it  had  bene  wrang, 
To  findrie  kirkis  thay  wald  nocht  gang. 

^[The  Clerk  faid,  ze  ar  verfit  I  se 
Richt  weill  in  Court  theologie ; 
Bot  zit  ze  mon  reid  ouir  agane, 
And  wey  the  Circumftances  plane  ; 
The  Preichouris  than  ze  ken  was  fkant, 
And  als  the  Gofpell  was  to  plant 
Ouir  all  the  eirth,  baith  far  and  neir ; 
Thay  wer  bot  twelf  that  tuke  the  ftcir, 
Quha  to  that  Office  chofin  wer 
To  mak  all  Natiounis  pertaker 
Of  thay  glad  tythingis  of  Saluatioun ; 
And  for  to  mak  new  Reformatioun, 


Thair  proper  office  was  but  mair 
To  preiche  the  Gofpell  euerie  quhair. 
Bot  fa  the  mater  dois  not  (land 
Amang  vs  now  into  this  land, 
Quhair  Reformatioun  hed  hes  place 
Thir  xv.  zeiris,  or  fie  ane  space 
With  quyetnes  for  to  prouyde 
For  Preichouris  at  Ilk  Kirk  to  byde ; 
As  the  Apoftillis  did  with  fpeid, 
In  euerie  Cietie,  as  we  reid ; 
Thay  creat  Minifteris  all  quhair, 
Quhair  euer  quyetnes  wald  fpair. 
And  fa  into  thair  tyme  we  fe, 
Thair  was  men  in  the  Ministrie 
To  feuerall  Kirkis  appointit  plane 
To  Preiche,  and  thairfoir  to  remane ; 
And  wer  not  made  Apoftillis  all, 
For  Chrift  thay  twelf  did  only  call 
To  beir  that  Office  Speciallie, 
Quhilk  was  not  ordanit  ay  to  be ; 
Quhen  that  the  Kirk  efter  at  lenth 
Had  growin  vntill  ane  greiter  ftrenth  ; 
Syne  God  gaif  to  yame  giftis  mair  large, 
Thair  Legacie  for  till  discharge, 
Nor  efter  he  gaue  ony  vther  : 
And  thairfoir  that  exampill,  brother, 
That  ze  from  the  Apoftillis  bring, 
Aganis  my  purpois  makis  nathing ; 
Becaus  that  thay  of  Speciall  charge 
Did  Preiche  the  word  in  boundis  large, 
And  till  ane  Kirk  was  nocht  addict ; 
Thairof  na  way  is  ze  may  conuict 
That  ony  Preichour  now  fuld  tak 
The  charge  of  four  Kirkis  on  his  bak ; 

For 


For  nouther  dois  the  tyme  aggre, 
Nor  hes  men  now  thay  giftis  we  se, 
Nor  zit  the  Office  for  to  Preiche 
Ouir  all  the  warld,  as  thay  did  teiche. 
Than  to  conclude,  but  proces  moir, 
As  I  haue  cleirly  prouin  befoir, 
Ane  Parochin  may  richt  weill  gane 
Ane  Minifter  thair  to  remane ; 
And  fa  followis  Confequentlie, 
Four  Kirkis  ouir  greit  burding  to  be 
Till  ane  man  for  to  tak  on  hand. 
And  fa,  I  think,  ze  vnderstand 
The  firft  abfurditie  of  thingis 
That  this  new  ordour  with  it  bringis. 

^[Than*,  faid  the  Courteour,  T  grant 
Bot  I  trow  refsounis  fall  be  fkant 
To  prufe  in  plane,  and  mak  patent 
The  fecund  Inconuenient, 
That  ze  said  come  of  this  Odour. 

^[The  Clerk,  with  courtes  behauour, 
Said,  I  fall  preif  Incontinent 
That  felf  fame  Inconuenient : 
To  wit,  gif  this  Ordour  preuaill, 
The  pepill  falbe  houngerit  haill 
Of  Spirituall  fude  into  this  land. 
Than  for  this  caus  first  vnderftand, 
That  as  the  body  can  not  dure, 
Except  in  fefoun,  men  procure 
Fude  in  dew  tyme  it  to  fuftene, 
To  nourifche  it  as  dois  conuene; 
Na  mair  can  mannis  Saull  Indure 
In  gude  eftait,  I  zow  afsure. 
Except  that  nurifchit  it  be 
Be  fude  that  feidit  Spirituallie  ; 
b.  iij. 

*  That? 


And  as  the  body  Naturallie 
At  certain  tymes,  as  we  may  fe, 
Man  haue  refrefchement  but  delay, 
Or  ellis  it  will  faint  and  decay ; 
Euin  sa  the  Saull  hes  the  awin  tymes 
Quhen  it  wald  be  releuit  of  crymes, 
And  comfort  with  Confolatioun, 
And  put  in  mynd  of  the  Saluatioun 
That  Christ  hes  purcheft  with  his  blude ; 
It  fuld  be  nurifchit  with  his  fude : 
And  thairfoir  God  hes  in  his  law 
The  feuint  day  ordanit,  as  we  knaw : 
As  tyme  meit  and  conuenient, 
To  gif  the  Sauil  his  nurifchement ; 
That  euerie  Oulk  anis  at  the  leift, 
It  may  feid  on  this  Spirituall  Feift. 
Than  fen  God,  quha  knawis  all  thingis  be 
Appointit  the  feuint  day  for  reft, 
To  feid  the  Sauli  as  tyme  maist  meit ; 
I  think  the  Law  that  wald  retreit 
This  ordour,  maid  be  God  himfell, 
Of  ouir  greit  arrogance  dois  fmell ; 
And  the  Law  makeris  wald  appeir 
Wyfer  nor  God,  quha  feis  maift  cleir 
Quhairof  mannis  Saul,  hes  greitest  neid, 
And  how  and  quhen  men  fuld  it  feid : 
Bot  thir  Law  makers  that  ar  now 
Thinkis  that  the  Saull  will  be  fa  fow 
Anis  in  four  Oulkis,  it  will  neid  nane 
Quhill  the  fourt  Sonday  cum  agane. 
It  is  ane  takin,  I  zow  tell, 
Saullis  hounger  thay  feill  nane  yame  fell, 
And  thairfoir  dois  the  word  difdane, 
Thay  ar  fa  fow  now  thay  need  nane  ; 

And 


And  fa  of  it  beginnis  to  tyre,  • 

And  now  wald  flit  it  ouir  the  my  re. 

Quhair  God  appointit  Oulklie  anis 

At  leist :  this  Law  agane  ordanis 

Anis  in  four  Oulkis ;  and  fum  quhair  feuin, 

Our  Saullis  fude  to  cum  from  heuin. 

Luik  ze  and  fe  gif  it  growis  fkant, 

And  gif  oft  Preiching  we  will  want, 

And  houngerit  be  of  Saullis  fude  ; 

As  dois  declair  this  multitude. 

Gif  feruandis  of  ane  Familie 

Had  daylie  meit  fufficientlie 

Prouydit  for  thame,  and  na  mair, 

Than  gif  the  Stewart  fa  wald  fpair, 

And  on  this  fort  thair  meit  difpone, 

Of  ane  dayis  meit  mak  four  dayis  none  ; 

Wald  not  thay  feruandis  houngerit  be, 

And  leif  in  greit  Penuritie  ? 

Euin  fa  fairis  of  this  new  Law, 

Gif  it  cum  to  as  ze  foirfchaw ; 

Quhair  Oulklie  Preiching  wes  befoir, 

Anis  in  four  Oulkis  now  and  no  moir. 

Gif  than  men  fall  not  houngerit  be 

Of  Saullis  fude,  luke  ze  and  fe. 

^[The  Courteour  faid,  then  I  wene 
Sair  houngerit  hes  thay  pepill  bene 
That  to  this  day  Preiching  gat  nane ; 
I  think  thay  haue  caus  to  complane. 

The  Clerk  faid,  wyte  yame  hes  ye  wyle, 
That  did  not  mak  Prouifioun  tyte, 
As  ze  hard  me  declair  befoir, 
And  ad  not  euill  vnto  euill  moir  : 
For  now  fum  Kirkis  ar  weill  prouydit, 
And  than  fuld  all  be  clene  mifgydit ; 
b.  iiij. 


For  it  is  better  till  hauc  part 

Weill  ftakit  into  euerie  airt, 

Nor  till  haue  all  fpilt  and  ouirfene ; 

As  it  is  far  better,  I  wene, 

Gif  that  ane  man  had  ftedingis  ten, 

Quhilk  requyrit  mony  beiftis  and  men, 

And  greit  expends  for  to  cure  thame  ; 

Gif  that  this  man  had  till  manure  thame, 

Bot  aucht  Oxin  into  ane  pleuch, 

Quhilk  to  all  wald  not  be  aneuch  ; 

Quhidder  were  it  better,  think  ze, 

Till  labour  ane  of  thame  onlie, 

Quhair  Ilkane  wald  ane  vther  hane, 

And  quhilk  to  teill  his  beiftis  miche  gane ; 

Or  in  Ilk  fteding  teill  ane  Rig, 

Quhairto  ane  faifgard  he  must  big ; 

Ane  bit  teillit  heir,  ane  vther  thair, 

Quhilk  he  micht  not  keip  lait  and  air, 

From  wickit  beiftis  wald  cum  amang  it, 

For  till  destroy  and  clene  ouirgang  it ; 

I  think  na  wayis  man  will  deny 

Bot  it  wer  better  verraly 

Ane  fteding  for  till  laubour  weill, 

And  in  dew  fefoun  it  to  teill, 

That  in  proces,  sa  being  drest, 

It  micht  bring  forth  to  help  the  reft  ; 

Nor  for  till  fpill  all  ten  atanis, 

Quhilk  he  may  not  gyde  be  na  meanis. 

I  leif  it  to  zow  to  conclude 

Quhat  I  mene  by  this  fimilitude. 

Mairouir,  yai  Kirkis,  yat  preiching  watit, 

Thriftis  not  mekill  till  haue  plantit, 

For  the  maift  pairt,  as  I  beleif : 

Than  quhy  fuld  ze  thay  pepill  greif, 

That 


That  hounger  of  thair  Saulis  dois  faill, 
And  zarnis  for  fude  with  fa  greit  zeill  ? 
Trow  ze  thay  folkis  will  be  content 
To  want  thair  Paftouris  permanent ; 
As  fchortly  in  Fyfe  micht  bene  sene 
Quhat  hubbilfchow  thair  maift  haue  bene 
For  the  difplacing  of  ane  Paftour, 
According  to  this  new  maid  Ordour  ; 
And  how  the  pepil  wald  not  grant 
Thair  awin  auld  Paftour  for  till  want, 
Quhais  lyfe  and  doctrine  weil  thay  knew 
And  him  to  be  ane  Paftour  trew. 
Bot  to  return  vnto  our  taill : 
Gif  this  new  ordour  fall  preuaill, 
This  prefent  age  fall  houngerit  be 
Of  Spirituall  fude  maift  certanelie. 

*|JThe  Courteour  faid,  Schir,  ze  kaw-[% 
This  raritie  will  be  ane  faw 
To  mak  the  word  eftemit  moir 
Nor  euer  it  was  heirtofoir ; 
For  Rarum  carum  ay  ze  ken, 
And  Quotidianum  tyris  men. 

^[The  Clerk  faid,  ze  haue  refsoimis  fell, 
I  fe,  for  to  begyle  zour  fell ; 
Ze  fall  tak  this  a  thing  of  me, 
That  quha  feiris  God  vnfenzeitlie, 
Of  that  fweit  word  will  neuer  Irk, 
At  dew  time  preichit  in  thair  Kirk  ; 
Bot  will  lament  with  hart  full  fair, 
Quhen  euer  that  thay  mis  it  thair ; 
Zea,  mairattpur  in  mynd  Imprent 
That  thay  that  vfe  that  argument 
Of  Goddis  word  neuer  tuke  greit  cure, 
Nor  zit  delyte  thairof  be  fure. 

t  Knaw. 


Bot  in  this  heid  I  byde  to  lang: 

Vnto  the  nixt  now  will  I  gang ; 

For  ze  haue  hard  tak  this  Law  fpace, 

It  will  defraude  this  prefent  race 

Of  Christis  EuangelL  in  this  land, 

As  I  trow  now  ze  vnderftand ; 

Ane  fchaddow  than  wald  only  be 

Of  Preiching  in  the  Miniftrie. 

Sa  now  to  zow  is  maid  patent 

The  fecund  Inconuenient. 

The  thrid  reftis  than  for  till  declair, 

Quhilk  fuld  raak  all  our  hartis  fair, 

That  our  Pofteritie  behind 

In  Ignorance  fuld  be  left  blind, 

Without  all  comfort  of  the  word 

In  publict  places,  as  dois  accord  ; 

For  how  can  Miniftrie  indure, 

Gif  thay  of  leuingis  be  not  fure  ? 

Quhair  fall  thair  tytill  be  to  fchaw 

That  thay  haue  richt  be  ony  Law 

Till  ony  Stependis  moir,  or  les, 

Gif  that  this  Ordour  tak  fucces  ? 

For  quhair  befoir  thay  had  fum  Rent 

Be  ane  plane  act  of  Parliament, 

That  was  the  thriddis  of  all  and  haill 

Of  beneficis  to  thair  daill, 

Vntill  the  tyme  the  teindis  all 

Come  in  thair  hadis  baith  greit  ad  fmall, 

Quhilk  is  thair  awin  luft  Patrimony ; 

Thir  thriddis,  I  fay,  but  flopping  ony, 

The  Kirkis  Collectouris  fuld  vptane, 

Syne  vnto  the  Excheker  gane, 

And  maid  thair  coptis  how  yai  were  fpedit, 

Quhilk  Ordour  wes  to  be  commendit. 

The 


The  Kirk  firft  ftakit,  than  the  rest, 

Vnto  the  Kingis  grace  vfe  wes  dreft  ; 

Sa  then  the  Kirk  had  of  their  awin 

To  ferue  thair  vfe,  as  is  weill  knawin  ; 

Bot  now  quhen  that  they  want  yat  Law, 

Quhat  richt  fall  thay  haue  for  till  fchaw, 

Except  of  Liberalise, 

It  plefit  the  authoritie 

Sum  Penfiounis  for  to  gif  thame  till, 

And  that  Induring  his  gude  will. 

This  is  the  greiteft  ground  I  fe 

Quhilk  is  na  tytill  to  ftik  be. 

Quhen  ony  Princes  fall  fucceid 

That  lytill  lufis  the  Kirk  in  deid, 

Thay  will  be  chappit  on  the  cheik, 

And  it  will  be  occafioun  eik 

To  mak  Princes  Iniunctiounis  geif 

To  fpeik  nathing  that  may  thame  greif ; 

And  gif  that  ony  wald  witfthand 

Vnto  that  vennemous  command, 

And  to  Iniunctiounis  not  confent, 

Then  thay  wald  bid  him  be  content, 

Or  ellis  he  wald  get  nathing  thair 

Of  his  faid  Penfioun  ony  mair ; 

Sa  fuld  not  our  Pofteritie 

Get  trew  preiching,  hot  flatterie. 

^[Then  faid  the  Courteour,  but  mair, 
All  that  greit  fkaith,  that  ze  declair, 
Dois  not  cum  of  the  tranfportatiounis, 
Bot  it  cumis  of  the  afsignatiounis. 

5f The  clerk  faid,  loyne  yame  baith  togid- 
Bot  this  Ordour  is  eldeft  brother  ;  [der, 

I  am  afsurit  Tempore, 
The  vther  may  be  Intentione 


Sa  this  new  ordour  is  ane  way 
To  mak  the  word  of  God  decay ; 
And  not  to  reache  till  our  offpring, 
Quhilk  we  fuld  wis  abone  all  thing ; 
And  at  the  leist  ze  man  confes 
That  it  precludis  the  way  expres 
The  Preichouris  number  till  augment. 
Bot  as  this  Ordour  dois  Inuent, 
That  is,  four  Kirkis  till  ane  Preichour, 
Quhilk  I  haue  prouin  within  this  hour, 
To  be  bot  ane  difsaitfull  wyle, 
The  Kirk  of  Chrift  for  till  begyle, 
And  not  to  feid  it  Faithfullie, 
As  thay  pretend  most  craftelie  ; 
For  may  not  the  authoritie 
Obiect  till  our  Pofteritie, 
Quhen  Minifteris  ma,  they  do  craif, 
Quhat  neid  zow  ma  Preichouris  to  haue 
Nor  our  Foirbears  had  befoir, 
And  we  knaw  weill  thay  focht  no  moir 
Bot  ane  till  four  Kirkis  in  thay  days, 
Ze  will  get  na  ma  go  zour  wayis. 
May  not  this  ordour  be  occafioun 
To  make  Princes  vfe  this  euafioun, 
That  Preichouris  number  neuer  be 
Augmentit  mair  nor  now,  we  fe  : 
Thairfoir  luftlie,  I  may  conclude, 
That  this  new  Ordour  dois  preclude, 
The  way  till  our  Pofteritie 
To  mak  the  Preichouris  multiplie. 
In  this  cace  to  fpeik  ony  mair, 
At  this  tyme  is  not  necefsair, 
Thair  friuole  foches  to  repeit, 
That  this  new  Ordour  wald  debait : 

Sic 


Sic  as  this,  befoir  this  Ordour 

Sum  Minifters  had  kirkis  four, 

And  mony  vane  affectioun 

Indigne  of  Contradictioun, 

I  leif  as  thingis  of  na  auaill ; 

And  heir  now  will  tak  in  my  Saill. 

Than  ze  haue  hard  me  fchaw  at  lentil 

How  that  thair  refsounis  hes  na  ftrenth, 

And  ar  nathing  bot  craftie  cloikis, 

That  fayis  it  is  to  feid  the  flokis  ; 

That  fie  new  Ordour  thay  haue  tane 

To  knit  four  Parifche  Kirkis  in  ane ; 

And  how  ye  richt  meanis  I  haue  fchawin 

Ouir  all  to  haue  the  Gofpell  fawin. 

Gif  that  be  it  that  thay  do  feik, 

Ze  hard  how  I  declarit  eik, 

That  the  maift  euill  and  hurtfull  thingis 

This  new  maid  Ordour  with  it  bringis, 

By  mony  Inconuenient 

That  vnto  it  is  Confequent : 

The  firft  ze  hard,  it  wald  men  tak 

Far  greiter  burdingis  on  thair  bak 

Nor  pofsibill  is  for  till  beir ; 

Four  Parifche  Kirkis  till  ane  Preicheir, 

Quhen  fkantlie  may  ane  man  gyde  ane, 

Gif  faithfull  charge  thairon  be  tane. 

And  nixt,  how  it  wald  mak  vs  quyte, 

Of  Chriftis  Euangell,  our  dely te ; 

Of  preiching  we  fuld  haue  na  mair, 

Bot  ane  pretence  and  fchaddow  bair, 

Sa  that  this  age  sail  be  denude 

Of  trew  Preiching  and  Spirituall  fude, 

And  thridly,  ze  hard  maift  patent, 

That  all  our  ofspring  fubfequent 


Suld  be  defraudit  on  lyke  sort 

Of  that  maift  excellent  Comfort ; 

And  haue  na  facultie  to  chufe 

Ma  men  the  Preiching  for  till  vfe, 

For  to  enlarge  the  word  ouir  all 

As  it  fuld  be,  to  greit  and  fmall. 

Sa  now  I  traift  ze  will  not  fay 

Bot  I  haue  vfit  refsoun  ay, 

To  preif  my  Propofitiounis  plane, 

That  this  new  Ordour  is  maift  vane, 

And  als  maift  hurtful  to  the  Kirk, 

Of  ony  that  the  Deuill  did  wirk, 

Sen  the  Euangell  publictlie 

Wes  preichit  into  this  Countrie  : 

Quhairfoir,  gif  that  the  Kirk  consent, 

Thay  will  haue  caus  for  till  repent 

Perchance  foner  nor  thay  beleif, 

for  als  fane  as  fum  wald  it  preif; 

It  is  the  way  to  put  to  flicht 

The  Gofpell,  and  bid  Christ  gude  nicht ; 

As  fum  alreddy  dois  efpy, 

Quha  did  afoir  till  it  apply. 

^[1  knaw  not,  faid  the  Courteour, 
Bot  thay  that  did  mak  this  Ordour 
I  trow  fall  proue  it  to  be  gude. 

The  Clerk  faid,  quha  is  he  will  dude  ? 
I  wald  fane  fe  the  Courteour, 
Or  zit  the  Court  flattring  Preichour, 
That  to  this  Ordour  did  confent, 
Or  ony  that  did  it  Inuent, 
Gif  he  to  me  wald  Intimat 
My  refsounis  to  euacuat ; 
And  gif  I  had  into  zour  place 
Ane  leirnit  man  that  wald  me  face, 

I  suld 


I  fuld  declair  at  greiter  lenth, 
With  arguments  of  greiter  ftrenth, 
The  Deuiliifche  draucht  of  this  deuyse, 
And  ground  of  ail  this  Interpryse. 

«[[Forfuith,  Schir,  (faid  the  Courteour,) 
I  am  afsurit  had  Ilk  Preichour 
Into  the  mater  bene  als  frak 
As  ze  haue  bene  heir,  fen  ze  fpak, 
It  had  not  cum  to  fie  an  heid 
As  this  day  we  fee  it  proceid : 
Bot  I  can  fe  few  men  amang  thame, 
Thocht  all  the  warld  fuld  clene  ouirgang  thame, 
That  has  ane  face  to  fpeik  agane, 
Sic  as  the  Kirk  of  Chrift  prophane. 
Had  gude  lohn  Knox  not  zit  bene  deid, 
It  had  not  cum  vnto  this  heid  ; 
Had  thay  myntit  till  fie  ane  fteir, 
He  had  maid  heuin  and  eirth  to  heir. 

^]~Quha[t  we]ill  ze,  brother,  (faid  ye  Clerk,) 

Go-[- vntill  his  werk, 

Quhilk  at  the  fir  ft  men  dois  not  fpy ; 
Bot  zit  Preichouris  that  dois  not  try, 
Quhen  thay  perfaue  the  euill  afar, 
And  dois  not  warne  or  it  cum  nar, 
Sail  not  be  gyltles  of  the  blude 
Of  thame  that  perifche,  to  conclude. 

^f  With  that  we  come  to  Kennewie, 
Quhair  that  we  tuke  ane  drink  fchortlie, 
Syne  raid  a  lytill  Eift  the  bra, 
Quhair  that  our  gaittis  partit  in  twa  ; 
To  part  with  thame  my  hart  wes  fair, 
Zit  I  tuke  leif  of  thame  but  mair, 
And  thay  vnto  Sanctandrois  maid, 
And  I  to  Dundie  watter  raid. 

-j-  Part  of  this  line  in  the  original  has  been  accidentally  destroyed. 


Quhair  be  the  way  I  did  record 
Vpon  thair  talking  euerie  word ; 
And  with  my  felf  I  faid  that  tyde 
It  wer  ane  pietie  for  till  hyde 
This  refsoning,  gif  I  culd  wryte, 
Or  had  Ingyne  that  culd  Indyte. 
Allace  !  gif  Poetis  had  bene  heir 
That  culd  haue  maid  the  mater  cleir, 
And  fet  it  furth  in  cunning  verse, 
The  thingis  that  I  hard  thame  reheirfe ; 
Bot  zit  or  it  fuld  be  fuppreft, 
My  felf  to  wryte,  I  held  it  beft  ; 
Thocht  of  all  Cunning  I  be  quyte, 
Perchance  fum  Poet  will  delyte 
To  put  it  in  mair  plefand  Ryme, 
That  I  haue  blokit  at  this  tyme: 
For  fault  of  vtheris  that  haue  fkill, 
I  could  not  bot  fchaw  my  gude  will. 
Thairfoir  all  Poetis  pardoun  me. 
That  wrait  this  of  Necefsitie  ; 
And  not  to  (lane  zour  plefand  ftyle  : 
Than  I  fell  to,  and  did  compyle 
This  lytill  volume,  as  ze  fe, 
How  fone  that  I  come  to  Dundie. 


FINIS. 
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